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Find yourself a teacher; acquire yourself a friend.
- Pirke Avot 1:6

Ten years ago we found in Rabbi Lance Sussman
a teacher, a friend and a spiritual leader

who has truly made KI a synagogue to believe in

CELEBRATE10 YEARS 
with RABBI SUSSMAN!

April 28 – May 1
Shabbat Service of Celebration

Friday, April 29
Guest Speaker

David B. Ruderman, Ph.D.
University of Pennsylvania

All Welcome

Gala Dinner Dance
Saturday, April 30

Music by All Around Entertainment
Silent Auction

And much more! Find out how you can participate
in our joyous celebration weekend…see pages 2, 5, & 20.



Join us in Honoring 
Rabbi Sussman
Dear Friends: 

This is a special time at KI as we cele-
brate Rabbi Lance Sussman’s 10th year as
our Senior Rabbi. He is an esteemed spiri-
tual leader, an extraordinary teacher, an
integral part of our synagogue family, and a
caring friend. Recognizing that he is the cre-
ative force behind our vast programming
for both our members and the community,
and as an expression of our deep affection
for Lance and Liz, we are planning a won-
derful weekend to honor his outstanding
decade of leadership. 

Our celebration begins on Thursday,
April 28th and continues through Sunday,
May 1st.  Many events are planned, with
something for everyone—from a lovely
Donor Dessert Reception featuring guest
speaker and noted author Stephen Whitfield,
Ph.D., Brandeis University Professor and
Max Richter Chair in American Civilization;
to a Shabbat Service of Celebration featuring
Dr. David B. Ruderman, author, rabbi, and
the Joseph Meyerhoff Professor of Modern
Jewish History and the Ella Darivoff Director
of the Center for Advanced Judaic Studies at
the University of Pennsylvania; to a Gala
Saturday Dinner Dance with a Silent
Auction, a Special Tribute, and a fun-filled
family Sunday  with a special art project to
honor Rabbi Sussman and a wonderful con-

cert with Shir Joy, 
honoring Rabbi Lance 
and Liz Sussman.

There are many ways 
to participate in this 
joyous weekend. Celebrate
with Rabbi Sussman at 
the Gala, become a
Sustainer (Shomer) to attend the Donor
Dessert Reception at the Meshkov home 
or a Patron (Parnas) to attend the Dessert
Reception and a Donor Shabbat Dinner at
the Soloff home, join your congregants and
the community for our Shabbat Service of
Celebration, purchase a commemorative
print created just for our celebration by
Mordechai Rosenstein, or sing with Shir Joy. 

Many of us remember the wonderful
celebration when Rabbi Sussman was
installed ten years ago. Now that our most
fervent hopes then have become a reality,
we certainly have much to celebrate togeth-
er. A diverse, dedicated committee has been
busy planning our joyous celebration
weekend. We hope you will be there. 

Join us! Be a part of this milestone week-
end. We look forward to your participation
and thank you in advance for your support.

Peter Soloff
President

Peter Soloff
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The official newsletter of Reform Congregation Keneseth Israel

Opportunities to Donate to KI 

Now Available Online
Support a Special Fund! Honor or Memorialize a Loved One!

Have you visited the KI website recently? If you have, you probably noticed there is a
new opportunity which allows anyone to donate to KI with just a few clicks.

Log onto https://www.kenesethisrael.org/donate.htm
You merely need to fill in the requested information, including your credit card and you can

select the fund that you would like to support. Acknowledgments will be sent from the office.

It couldn’t be easier! Check it out!
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Center City Lunch ‘n’ Learn
Third Thursday (usually) of
October–June   Noon to 1:30 p.m.

Join Rabbi Lance Sussman in Center City
for the new series, “Jews, Judaism and Art: A
History,” continuing April 28. Lunch will be
provided ($10/person). To volunteer to host
one of these sessions at your office, to join the
e-mail notification list, and/or to RSVP (by
the day before at noon), contact (215)887-
8702 or Barbara@kenesethisrael.org

All are welcome. No prior knowledge of
Hebrew necessary.

April 28 - “Modern Jewish Art”
May 19 - “Chagall”
June 16 - “Art and the Holocaust”

CANTOR’S MESSAGE

Celebrating 
Rabbi Lance Sussman’s
10th Anniversary at KI

Aseh lecha rav. Kneh lecha
chaver. “Find yourself a teacher. Acquire
yourself a friend.” Pirke Avot 1:6

Many people ask me what it is like to
work with Rabbi Sussman. I always tell
them it’s the best! The best way to explain
my “ta-da” moment was when Rabbi
Sussman became my teacher, and I
acquired a wonderful friend.

I met Rabbi Sussman while I was in
cantorial school. He hired me to be the
cantor at his son Micah’s Bar Mitzvah.
From the minute I met him, I felt at ease
with him and his family, who so graciously
embraced me. I sat with them at their
kitchen table, braided Chana Sussman’s
hair for the event, and we all laughed
together. It was during the winter, so we

went outside and had a
snowball fight!  I remem-
ber vividly the snowball
that came my way
thrown by one of his
sons, Josh, Benji, or
Judah. And then there is
Liz; an amazing wife,
mom, grandmother and musician, who
has always shared music and heartfelt con-
versations with me.

When KI hired Rabbi Sussman, they
hired a scholar with an incredible memory,
an uncanny ability to analyze texts and sit-
uations from every perspective. He joyfully
teaches at every level and his analytical
mind helps us see challenges in our lives
from a different perspective. His many
skills and his compassion and caring as a
makes our community so special and
makes him our rav, our rabbi.

But what makes us so blessed, and

Cantor Amy Levy

Cantor’s Message continued  on page 17

RABBI’S MESSAGE

Pu, Pu, Pu: 
My First Ten Years
at KI

My advisor in rabbinic school, the late
Dr. Jacob Marcus, used to say that he “was
a completely rational person except when
he was superstitious.” In that spirit, I would
like to reflect for the first (of many) times
on the ten years which have passed since I
first arrived here in the summer of 2001.
Thus, since things have been going well for
me and the congregation, I begin by saying
“pu, pu, pu,” and pray that things should
go at least as well for the next ten years.

Moving to Philadelphia was an
immense challenge for my family. We have
done well. We are almost done with our
college years. Two of my children now have
their own homes and we have a beautiful
granddaughter, Sophie Sussman... Losing
my Dad last October was very difficult. Your
loving response was and is deeply appreci-
ated. Liz retracked her professional career
and is now a busy, certified Preschool
Director. Shir Joy, Liz’s creation, is indeed
“sheer joy” for the children, their families
and all who listen to them sing.  For sure,

the last ten years have
been a time of growth
and many milestones.

I believe that KI is
better off today than
when I arrived a decade
ago. Our membership
is smaller but our
school is growing and our financial house
is in order. There is literally an endless array
of programs, courses, events and services.
We are still on the air every Saturday morn-
ing at 10 a.m. We have written a Torah
scroll and launched a major development
campaign and a satellite campus in Blue
Bell. I have a great staff, office administra-
tors, caretakers and teachers’ aides. KI is a
good place to work and I am proud to be
part of our congregational community.

A teaching and preaching rabbi, I am
also very proud of my Rabbi’s Forum and
Lunch ’n’ Learn series, especially my work
in the area of Jewish art during the last two
years. My special biographical sermons
have attracted as many as 500 people to KI
on Friday nights including the sermons
offered during the summer months. We
have traveled together to Israel, East
Europe, Cuba and Germany (four times!)
as well as to New York, Gettysburg and

Rabbi Lance Sussman

Rabbi’s Message continued on page 17

THE BIGGEST MINYAN
IN PHILADELPHIA

KI Shabbat Services on the
Air! WNWR 1540 AM

Shabbat mornings 10:00–11:00 a.m.

Embroidered Names on
Shabbat Tablecloth

Have you noticed the lovely embroi-
dered cloth that adorns one of the tables
during the Oneg Shabbat?

This cloth displays beautifully embroi-
dered names of congregants who wish oth-
ers a “Good Shabbat”. It’s a lovely senti-
ment and K.I. is the beneficiary of the
funds raised from this project.

Many congregants have already support-
ed this endeavor. I hope you will consider
joining them. One line - $25. For informa-
tion call Babe Hernes 215-379-5438 or
Doris Parker 215-886-9267

PROCEDURE FOR HOSPITAL
VISITATION

Due to federal and state HIPAA regula-
tions for health care providers regarding
patient privacy, hospitals and other facili-
ties no longer can notify our office or 
clergy when a KI congregant is admitted.

To insure pastoral contacts with our
congregants we rely on friends and family
members to notify us of hospitalizations.
Please call the clergy office at 215-887-8702.



Shabbat Worship Schedule
Friday, April 1
Shabbat HaHodesh – Leviticus 12:1
10:00 a.m. Preschool Shabbat
5:45 p.m. Tot Shabbat
7:15 p.m. Informal Shabbat Service
Saturday, April 2
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah of Maxwell Reid Mikels
5:30 p.m. Havdalah Service
Bar Mitzvah of Jared Preston Reiff
Friday, April 8
Shabbat Metzora – Leviticus 14:1
10:00 .m. Preschool Shabbat
6:00 p.m. Blue Bell Shabbat
8:00 p.m. EP Shabbat Evening Service
Saturday, April 9
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service – 
led by 3rd grade
5:30 p.m. Havdalah Service
Bat Mitzvah of Anna Faye Lieberman
Friday, April 15
Shabbat Hagadol – Leviticus 16:1
10:00 a.m. Preschool Seder
8:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service
Saturday, April 16
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Bat Mitzvah of Giordan Mina Friedman
2:00 p.m. Rydal Park Service
5:30 p.m. Havdalah Service
Bar Mitzvah of Austin Lee Benoff
Monday, April 18
1st Seder at home
Tuesday, April 19
10:00 a.m. Festival Passover Service at Beth Am
6:00 p.m. 2nd night - Community Seder at KI
Friday, April 22
3rd Intermediate Day of Pesach – Exodus 33:12
8:00 p.m. Brotherhood Shabbat Evening Service
Saturday, April 23
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Friday, April 29
Shabbat Kedoshim – Leviticus 19:1
10:00 a.m. Preschool Shabbat
8:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service
10th Anniversary of Rabbi Lance J. Sussman
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Service Schedule continued on page 6

Elkins Park continued on next page 

TORAH TIME
SHABBAT READINGS
April, 2011/5771

Judaism is a religion of “the Book.”
Every Shabbat and holiday is punctuated
with a selection from the Torah and related
portions from other sections from Tanach
(the Hebrew Bible). The following includes
citations for the reading of Scripture in the
synagogue for the month ahead as well as
a brief summary of the parashot and haf-
tarot. For more extensive investigation of
the weekly Torah portion, please consider
attending KI’s lively Torah Study Havurah,
which meets every Saturday morning in
the synagogue Library at 9:00 a.m. and is
led by our rabbinic staff.

Rabbi Lance J. Sussman, Ph.D.

Tazria – Shabbat Hachodesh
April 2 27 Adar II
Lev. 12:1 II Kings 4:42
Plaut, p.826/734 Plaut, p.991/765

Most of this week’s portion is concerned
with procedures to heal leprosy and other
skin diseases which often ravaged ancient
populations. The Haftarah relates the story
of how the Prophet Elisha (9th c. BCE,
Northern Kingdom) heals Naaman, captain
of the army of the King of Aram, of leprosy.
Metzora
April 9 5 Nisan 
Lev. 14:1 II Kings 7:3
Plaut, p.841/752 Plaut, p.994/765

Metzora continues the “dermatologi-
cal” discussion of Tazria. Interestingly, the
rabbis believed that leprosy was a punish-
ment for slander and gossip and, indeed,
malicious talk is a curse in any community.
In the Haftarah, four lepers, living outside
the besieged city’s gates because of their
disease, discovered that the besieging
Arameans had abandoned their camp,
leaving behind their food and water.
Ironically, the four lepers reported this to
the gatekeepers of the starving city and
saved many lives.
Acharei Mot – Shabbat Hagadol
April 16 12 Nisan
Lev. 16:1 Malachi 3:4
Plaut, p.863/769 Plaut, p.997/795

The words “Acharei Mot” refer to the
death of two of the sons of Aaron. This
portion, however, actually discusses the
annual purification of the Sanctuary, the

institution of the Day of Atonement and
the laws of marriage and consanguinity. In
traditional synagogues, part of Acharei Mot
is also read during the Afternoon Service of
Yom Kippur. The Haftarah is a special read-
ing for the Sabbath immediately prior to
Passover called “The Great Sabbath.” It is
from the end of the book of Malachi, the
last of the Biblical prophets, who lived dur-
ing the Restoration Period after the rebuild-
ing of the Second Temple. The Haftarah
ends with a reference to the future return of
the prophet Elijah, thereby connecting the
reading with the Passover Seder, which also
includes mention of Elijah.
Shabbat Pesach
April 23 19 Nisan
Ex. 33:12 Ezekiel 37:1
Plaut, p.657/431 Plaut, p.1660/477

A special reading for the Sabbath dur-
ing Passover, this passage from Exodus 33,
returns to the story of Moses’ second trip to
the summit of Mount Sinai. Before receiv-
ing the Torah, Moses hides in a cleft in the
rock and the presence of God passes before
him. The selection includes the “13
Attributes of God,” which is also sung
before the Torah is removed the Ark on
many holidays. The Haftarah reports the
prophet Ezekiel’s vision of a “valley of dry
bones” coming back to life. Judaism’s
ancient doctrine of resurrection, no longer
upheld by most Reform Jews, is an expres-
sion of our belief in a future deliverance, a
future “Passover” for the whole world.
Kedoshim
April 30 26 Nisan
Lev. 19:1 Amos 9:7
Plaut, p.894/797 Plaut, p.999/814

“Kedoshim” or “Holy People” is widely
known as the “heart of the Torah.”  Not
only is it situated at the mathematical cen-
ter of the Five Books of Moses, but it also
contains the key verse, “Love your neighbor
as yourself.”  Interpreted broadly as the
commandment to love all people in a self-
less fashion, it was also viewed in some cir-
cles as a more limited dictum applying
only to “Jewish neighbors.” To emphasize
the broader interpretation,  the Haftarah,
from the Book of Amos, begins with the
challenging words, “Are you not as the chil-
dren of the Ethiopians to me?”  In other
words, in God’s eyes, all people are chil-
dren of the Most High.

Torah Time continued on page 10
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Join the KI family as we gather for the
following events. Details and reservations
can be made by calling KI (215-887-8700),
log on to www.kenesethisrael.org or see
RSVP on page 20.

Our celebration weekend in honor of
Senior Rabbi Lance Sussman’s tenth
anniversary at KI includes something for
everyone, from free and ticketed events to
special evenings for Celebration Sustainers
(Shomer, $1,000 contribution) and
Patrons (Parnas, $1,800 contribtuion).

DONOR DESSERT RECEPTION
On Thursday, April 28th, Sustainers and

Patrons will enjoy a Donor Dessert Reception
at the home of Arnold and Norma Meshkov,
featuring Stephen Whitfield, Ph.D., Brandeis
University Max Richter Chair in American
Civilization. At Rabbi Sussman’s invitation,
Dr. Whitfield will speak about “American
Jews and the Struggle for Racial Justice.”

FESTIVE SHABBAT DINNER
Patrons will also enjoy a Donor Shabbat

Dinner at the home of Peter and Denise
Soloff on Friday, April 29th before our
Shabbat Service of Celebration. 

SHABBAT SERVICE OF CELEBRATION 
with Dr. David B. Ruderman
Friday, April 29

We are honored to welcome acclaimed
author, Rabbi David B. Ruderman, Ph.D.,
University of Pennsylvania Joseph
Meyerhoff Professor of Modern Jewish
History and the Ella Darivoff Director of
the Center for Advanced Judaic Studies, at
Penn as the special guest speaker of our
Shabbat Service of Celebration 

Congregants, family, friends, prospec-
tive members and the community are all
invited to share our Shabbat service, where
Dr. Ruderman will speak on “The
Sephardim of Amsterdam: The Challenges
of Modernity for Jews Then and Now.”

Please plan to attend—all are welcome!

GALA CELEBRATION
PUT ON YOUR DANCING SHOES
Saturday, April 30 at 7:30 pm
Reception, dinner, dancing, plus Silent Auction
and a special tribute to Rabbi Sussman 

Celebrate! That’s what we’ll be doing on

Saturday, April 30th, when all are invited to a
fabulous Gala in honor of Rabbi Sussman!

We’ll kick off the celebration with cock-
tails and hors d’oeuvres, then kick up our
heels to music by All Around Entertainment.
Enjoy a delicious dinner, bid on exciting
items in the Silent Auction, and share in a
special tribute to honor Rabbi Sussman’s 10
years at KI. Reserve your tickets now for this
wonderful evening at $118 per person (see
page 20 for RSVP).

FAMILY DAY CELEBRATION
On Sunday, May 1

KI students will participate in an art proj-
ect to honor Rabbi Sussman that will be
installed around the exterior entrance of the
Religious School. Blue Bell students will par-
ticipate on April 14. Then families are invited
to gather at 11:15 a.m. for a special Shir Joy
Concert and a complimentary pizza lunch to
honor Rabbi Sussman and, most especially,
his wife Liz for all she has contributed in this
past decade to KI’s joyful community. 

Liz has a degree in Music Education, a
Masters in guidance and counseling and
trained in an Ulpan program at Hebrew
Union College in Jerusalem (where she
met Rabbi Sussman!). She has used her
many skills and talents in her work as a
dedicated and gifted teacher.

Liz spent many years as an Elementary
School vocal music teacher, spent countless
summers as the Main Side Director at
Surprise Lake Camp in Cold Spring, NY, and
was a beloved music teacher and Preschool
teacher at KI. She is currently the Director of
the Robert J. Wilf Preschool at the
Kaiserman JCC, a job that fittingly amalga-
mates her many talents. 

A constant presence at KI despite a busy
work and family schedule, Liz is often
called upon to play guitar and sing at
Shabbat services at KI’s Elkins Park and Blue
Bell campuses. Most prominently, Liz is the
founder and director of Shir Joy Youth
Choir and KI’s Women’s Choir, whose
growing numbers reflect Liz’s ability to
bring people together for the joy of learning
from her and singing together.

With all that, Liz’s most joyous role is
that of wife, mother and grandmother.
Please join us on Sunday morning to
honor both Rabbi Lance and Liz Sussman.

TWO NOTED SPEAKERS AT
CELEBRATION WEEKEND
Stephen Whitfield, Ph.D.

On Thursday evening, April 28, Dr.
Stephen Whitfield, one of the foremost his-
torians of American history and civilization,
will speak at a Donor Dessert Reception in
honor of Rabbi Sussman on the topic of
“American Jews and the Struggle for Racial
Justice.” A professor at Brandeis University,
Dr. Whitfield will discuss how, as a small
and often despised religious minority, Jews
were all too familiar with discrimination.
Settling America, they seized the opportunity
to correct the great historic wrong of racial
injustice in the “land of the free and the
brave.” Among the leading Jewish champi-
ons of racial justice was the Rosenwald fami-
ly, who during the middle decades of the
20th century were affiliated with KI.
(Alverthorpe Manor and its grounds, now
the Abington Art Center and Abington
Township’s Alverthorpe Park, was originally
the family home of the Rosenwalds.)

Read more about Dr. Whitfield’s publi-
cations, awards, and scholarly achievements
on page 17 of the March, 2011 Bulletin,
available at www.kenesethisrael.org. We are
delighted to welcome Dr. Whitfield to the
KI community.
Rabbi David B. Ruderman, Ph.D.

At the Shabbat Service of Celebration
on Friday, April 30, we will welcome Rabbi
David Ruderman, Ph.D., University of
Pennsylvania Joseph Meyeroff Professor of
Modern Jewish History and the Director of
the Center for Advanced Judaic Studies.

In June, 2001, the National Foundation
for Jewish Culture honored Dr. Ruderman
with its Lifetime Achievement Award for his
work in Jewish history. Rabbi Sussman  per-
sonally selected Dr. Ruderman to help him
commemorate his decade of leadership at KI.

Dr. Ruderman has published numerous
reviews, articles, and books. In 1982 he
received the JWB National Book Award in
Jewish History for The World of a
Renaissance Jew: The Life and Thought of
Abraham b. Mordecai Farissol
(Cincinnati, Ohio, Hebrew Union College
Press, 1981). More recently he authored
Early Modern Jewry: A New Cultural
History (Princeton, 2010). 

Educated at the City College of New

A Weekend of Events to Honor Rabbi Sussman 

Two Noted Speakers continued on page 13
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NEWS FROM THE PRESCHOOL

Several years ago, when I started teach-
ing in early childhood, it seemed much
simpler to be a teacher of young children.
So much has evolved over the years.

Decades ago, children were taught the
letters and numbers through step- by- step
lesson plans. The curriculum was designed
to teach children a weekly theme which
catered to the class as a whole. When I was
in graduate school, we learned a different
approach, geared to the various domains:
cognitive, social-emotional and physical.
During my early years of teaching and then
spending two years studying at Penn, it
seemed we rarely discussed children with
learning disabilities. That was considered
an elementary school issue, not that of pre-
school. Fifteen years later the topic of
learning styles and children with special
needs are daily conversations in the field of
early childhood education.

Most early childhood professionals
have an associate’s degree in education and
acquire a variety of training hours while
working in a center. Years ago, when
acquiring a degree in education, talk of
developmental delays, autism and selective
mutism were rarely discussed. Maybe we
were given the definition but not the “how
to” for our curriculum.

Today we have a wide variety of learn-
ing styles at the Richard E. Rudolph, Jr.
Preschool. We are very open to having a
partnership between the family of a child
with special needs and the various profes-
sionals working with their child. In our
classrooms, we have a speech therapist,
“wrap-arounds” and an occupational ther-
apist working with our children. We are
meeting the needs of children who require
specific tools to help them learn. At the
same time, children without special needs
can be beneficial role models.

The Auerbach Central Agency of Jewish
Education Jewish Outreach Partnership
(ACAJE/JOP) offers the Lasko Fellowship.

This invaluable program
provides master teachers
and school directors with
the foundation to serve as
special needs trainers and
resources in their home
institutions. From
September through May we meet at
ACAJE/JOP with Debbie Gettes, Specialist,
Special Needs Education, to study various
strategies relating to teaching children with
special needs. This year our three’s Teacher,
Jill Levin, and I were accepted into this pro-
gram. The goal is for Jill and me to take the
valuable learning we are receiving and pro-
vide workshops to the KI Preschool Staff.
During our recent staff In-Service we devel-
oped and implemented a workshop on
Sensitivity and Awareness Training. Our
teachers engaged in interactive activities
that allowed them to feel and become
more sensitive to the challenges and frus-
trations a child might have throughout
their day. We discussed how a parent
might feel when their child is given a diag-
nosis such as Asperger’s. It is imperative
that we are welcoming and supportive as a
staff but also as a community. We dis-
cussed strategies that can be used in the
classroom to make a child feel confident,
secure and, most importantly, successful.
The teachers left with specific ideas that
can be used in their classrooms. So that we
can continue to learn as a group. Jill and I
have three more workshops planned over
the next six months.

I have always known all children are
special. They each have their unique per-
sonalities and learning styles. It is our
Jewish responsibility to be kind and
accepting of differences. I am so proud of
our school and how we have adapted to
meet the needs of all our families.

B’Shalom,
Beth K. Berman, M.S., Ed. 

Director of Early Childhood Education

Beth Berman

Preschool continued on next page 

Preschool continued on page 17

KI USHER CORPS
ARE YOU PAST THE AGE OF
BAR/BAT MITZVAH? 

Please join KI’s Usher Corps. We always
need able, conscientious men and women to
usher at Friday Evening and Shabbat
Morning Services. If you are interested in ush-
ering or have ushered in the past and want to
be on the list for assignments, please contact
Nathan Zinberg at 215-884-5050.

Service Schedule continued from page 4

TREES FOR ISRAEL
If you are interested in making a dona-

tion, please contact, Beryl Halpern (215-
635-0452) and she will be glad to mail out
a beautiful tree certificate for you. The cost
is $10.50 

Please mail checks, payable to KI Forest,
to Keneseth Israel, 8339 Old York Road, 
Elkins Park, PA 19027, attn: Beryl Halpern.

Meet Jewish singles with
JDate!

JDate.com

Saturday, April 30
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Bat Mitzvah of Claudia Isabel Steel
5:30 p.m. Havdalah Service
Bat Mitzvah of Jorja Ellie Solomon

SEARCH THE WEB AND
HELP KI
Just Point and Click! 

KI Sisterhood has become a member
charity of Goodsearch.com, a search engine
similar to Yahoo or Google. The advantage
to using Goodsearch is that for every search
you do, a donation is made to our own KI
Sisterhood. Go to their website and enter
Keneseth Israel Sisterhood into the space
marked “Who do you Goodsearch for?”
For each and every search you do, a dona-
tion will be made to KI Sisterhood! How
much easier can it get? Please pass the word
to every one you know. Anyone can donate
this way, not just congregants. Sisterhood
thanks you in advance for your support!

Share Your Simchas
at an Oneg Shabbat

CALL THE KI OFFICE   
215-887-8700

WOULD YOU LIKE TO
HONOR A LOVED ONE?

Join members of our congregation who
choose to support KI by celebrating a loved
one, or an occasion or life in general, by
being a part of our beautiful Simcha Wall.



7<Youth & Education>
Spring Forward

As “spring has sprung,” most people are
counting down to summer, but in the
Religious School office we are starting to
think about next year and enrolling future
students. How do people hear about KI? This
is a question that I struggle with throughout
the year. While the answers are diverse, what
is clear is the members that really integrate
the best are the ones who join with friends.
There are some members that understand it
is their role to tell everyone about our syna-
gogue – how fantastic their experience is, and
invite their friends to join.

We need everyone to see themselves as
self-appointed ambassadors. Wherever you
go — at dance, gymnastics, and in the car-
pool line — ask your friends where they go
to synagogue. For those that are unaffiliat-
ed - suggest they try KI out. Invite them to
come and visit with you this spring at
Religious School or Family Services. 

If you do not feel comfortable directly
approaching your friends, consider sharing
your experience in a more indirect way. Share
your love of KI on a Facebook post – or by

copying a picture of your
child from phanfare onto
your page. Tweet about
something your family
experienced at KI, mention
your experience to others.

We hope that you are
having an experience that you want to
share. What I hear from conferences and
articles about national trends is that most
people assume that their child will dislike
religious school, that synagogues are full of
professionals who will make them feel
guilty, that experiences are irrelevant or that
the cost of Jewish education is unafford-
able. At KI we pride ourselves on doing it
differently – on providing an experience for
kids and families that is warm, nurturing,
fun and engaging. In order to do all of this
we need your help – we need you to help
get the word out to others!

If you have ideas on ways to improve
our program or help attract non-members,
please let me know. 

Rabbi Stacy Eskovitz Rigler
Director of Religious Education

Rabbi Stacy Rigler

Adult Education Programs
It’s Not Too Late to Register!
MONDAY, APRIL 4TH, 2:30 P.M.

Become part of a community of learn-
ers and friends. You can attend our 10
spring programs for $18. Join the group! 
JOIN THE FUN!
Clay And Copper: Is The Bible True?
The Role of Archeology
Rabbi Richard Steinbrink.

Caryl Levin, Adult Ed Chair

NAOMI BRIGHT’S
SENIOR RECITAL
Sunday April 10, 2011

7:00PM
Gratz College Auditorium
7605 Old York Road
Melrose Park, PA

(Naomi is interning with Cantor Levy)
Join graduating Cantorial Master’s stu-

dent, Naomi Bright, and past Cantorial stu-
dents for a night of modern and classic
Jewish songs

Free and Open to the Public

The Yellow Candle
“When we come to the other world

and meet the millions of Jews who died
in the camps and they ask us ‘What
have you done?’ there will be many
answers. You will say ‘I became a jewel-
er.’ Another will say ‘I smuggled coffee
and American cigarettes.’ Another will
say ‘I built houses.’ But I will say ‘I 
didn’t forget you’.” – Simon Wiesenthal

Last year, through the efforts of groups
like KI Brotherhood, almost 200,000
Yellow Candles were distributed. Across
America, thousands of families lit the can-
dles to keep alive the memories of the mil-
lions who perished in the Holocaust.

The concept of the special Yahrzeit candle
was developed in the early 1980’s by survivors
at gatherings and in their local Men’s Clubs.
The candle is modeled after a traditional
Jewish Yahrzeit candle that burns for 24 hours
during periods of mourning and on the
anniversary of the death of a family member.
The color yellow was chosen to remind us of
the yellow armband that Jews were forced to
wear during the Nazi regime. The candle’s
purpose is simple – to help us remember the
victims in a personal and meaningful way.

YomHaShoah will be observed on
Sunday, May 1st. We will once again light
the yellow candle in memory of the victims
of the Holocaust. Rabbi Sussman will be
leading a candle-lighting service at KI on
that Sunday afternoon.

Your candle will be arriving soon. The
money raised from your donations will
enable Brotherhood to continue to support
and create programs to educate the next
generation about the Holocaust. We are
obliged to remember those who perished,
and we are further obligated to inform our
children. Survivors and eyewitnesses are
aging and passing on. We must remember
so that our children and future generations
will know and understand their past. Please
– light the candle, say the prayer composed
by Rabbi Sussman that will accompany the
candle, and if your heart so moves you,
please send a contribution so that we can
continue this important program.

If you’d like to help, or if you have any
questions, please contact me: 215-635-
1650 or at themarsdens@verizon.net.
Thank you. 

Rich Marsden
President, KI Brotherhood/MRJ

Teach Your Children Well*
The mitzvot and ethics of Jewish life 

The essence of Passover is the redemption
of the Jewish people from slavery by God. The
experience of slavery often is referred to in the
Torah to explain why we are commanded to
behave in certain ways. For example: “When a
stranger resides with you in your land, you
shall not wrong him. The stranger who
resides with you shall be to you as one of
your citizens; you shall love him as yourself,
for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I
the Lord am your God.” (Leviticus 19:33-34) 
Family Discussion 
• Have you ever been the new person in

school or at camp? 
• When you remember what it is like to be

the new person, how does that help you
know how to treat other new people? 

• Discuss other times when you knew how
to treat someone because you had been in
his or her situation before.

*from the Union for Reform Judaism Parent Page
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From the Museum

I first met our Senior
Rabbi, Lance J. Sussman
informally, in the spring of
2001, when he came to KI
for a preliminary visit
before accepting the position as KI’s eighth
Senior Rabbi. It was a strange meeting.

I was busy in the Museum gallery
installing a new exhibition, “The World of
Jewish Comics: Beyond the Comic
Image.” Rabbi Sussman had never seen an
exhibition of Jewish comic books and he
did not quite know what to make of me
or the Museum. 

Over these past ten years, the Temple
Judea Museum has benefitted tremendous-
ly from our rabbi’s love of Jewish Art,
whether in the form of comic books, treas-
ures of fine Judaica, or any of the other
myriad manifestations of Jewish art. Since
his arrival here at KI, almost every Temple
Judea Museum exhibition incorporates a
statement of significance from the rabbi
that addresses the theme at hand in a sen-
sitive, thoughtful exposition. 

The rabbi has also enriched the
Museum’s permanent collection. One of
our finest objects is the formal top hat his
grandfather wore to shul in Bamberg,
Germany. One of our most amusing objects
is a cardboard carton that held Christmas
cookies. It comes with its own “kashrut”
stamp. Both were gifts of Rabbi Sussman. 

In celebration of Rabbi Sussman’s 10th
anniversary at KI and his ten years as a
Temple Judea Museum Best Friend the
Museum will present one mini-exhibition
and a special installation. 

In the lobby showcases we will present
“Highlights of Ten Years of Rabbi Sussman
Looking at Jewish Art.” Select objects from
past exhibitions will be accompanied by
excerpts from the rabbi’s statements from
each exhibition.   

Our special installation will invite the
greater KI family to join the Museum in cel-
ebrating Rabbi’s 10th anniversary. For the
first time ever, we are going to turn the
Museum over to our visitors. Living Letters:
Rabbi Lance’s Coloring Book will cover the
walls of the Museum’s main gallery. Every
wall and showcase will be covered with
white paper. On March 21st Hebrew letters

TJ Museum continued at right

will have been outlined by illustrious artist
friends of the Museum from floor to ceiling.
But the outlines will be brought to life by
the color our KI families and guests add as
they fill in and decorate our Living Letters. 

During the weekend of the gala
anniversary celebration, April 28 – May 1st,

visitors will be invited to come and color
this museological world of Jewish calligra-
phy. Join us to complete our wall mural of
dancing Hebrew letters. Watch for the post-
ed schedule and come join us celebrate ten
years with Rabbi Sussman.

Rita Rosen Poley
Museum Curator/Director

Museum continued 

SHOFAR UKOPIA
ONLY IN AMERICA

In his January 30 seminar on Jewish
Photography, Rabbi Sussman mentioned
“The Carolina Israelite,” a weekly newpaper
written, edited, and published by Harry
Lewis Golden, from 1942-1968.

Just who was Golden, and what kind of
a publication was it?

Harry Golden, who lived from 1902-
1981, was born Herschel Goldhirsch in the
shtetl Mikulintsy, Ukraine, then part of
Austria-Hungary, not very far from the places
where my grandparents lived (though by
1902 they had all reached America). His
father emigrated to Winnipeg, Manitoba in
1904 and the next year moved his family to
the Lower East Side of Manhattan, where
Harry grew up. Harry became a stockbroker,
lost his job in the 1929 crash, and having
been convicted of mail fraud, served five
years in a Federal prison in Atlanta. In 1941
he moved to Charlotte, North Carolina and
worked as a reporter for “The Charlotte
Observer” and the “Charlotte Labor
Journal”, where he wrote about and spoke
out against racial segregation and the Jim
Crow laws of the time.

He used his newspaper as a forum, not
just for his political views, but also observa-
tions and reminiscences of his boyhood in
the Lower East Side. He traveled extensively.
He covered the 1961 trial of Adolf
Eichmann in Israel for “Life”, and he
received a presidential pardon from
Richard Nixon. 

From his newspaper essays he wrote
three books, the most famous, Only In
America was published in 1958. One exam-
ple is entitled “Wishing you long years.”

I am still somewhat uneasy when I
receive greetings and congratulations on
my birthday. Of course I appreciate the
kindness and good fellowship they repre-
sent, but even to this day there is some-

thing strange about the sentiment.
Celebrating birthdays was not a big deal

at all in an Orthodox Jewish household.
This goes way back into our culture and

folklore. It is part of the legend of the Evil
Eye. I have never seen it discussed in these
terms but I believe that behind the Evil Eye
legend may have been the idea of TIME-
LESSNESS—SURVIVAL. The opposite of
“unendingness” would naturally be a spe-
cific period of time in years, months,
weeks, days, and hours.

Thus, birthdays were rarely mentioned
and your elders scrupulously avoided being
pinned down on the exact age of a mem-
ber of the family. There was less care taken
in discussing the ages of the very old, but
even here there was no actual pinpointing
of dates. If someone asked, “How old is
Aunt Freda?” your mother would answer, “
My sister Freda was thirty-five when we all
came to America,” and that was all the
information you’d get. If my mother had
said, “Freda is seventy-four years old,” The
Angel of Death, always listening, might
have been encouraged to “call” her. The
whole idea was to ward off the Evil Eye
and confuse the Angel of Death. This was
particularly important when you men-
tioned the name of a person who had
died. You would never link a living person
with the departed. If it was absolutely nec-
essary, however, you could break the spell
of the Evil Eye by a protective phrase, “You
were a good friend of my (dead) husband;
wishing you long years.” Or “You look like
your (dead) mother, may you live to one
hundred and twenty years.”

I once coached my local insurance
agent, Mr. Williamson, on how to sell a
policy to a Jew. I told him that he must
never say, “In the event of your death, your
family will be protected.” This would never
work. When he was soliciting a Jew I told
him to say, “In case, God forbid, something

Shofar Ukopia continued on next page
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Shofar Ukopia continued from previous page

From The Meyers Library
BOOKS FOR PASSOVER

The most pleasant and also most diffi-
cult part of my job is the process of decid-
ing what new books to purchase for the
library. In preparation for Passover, I
reviewed our extensive collection of
Haggadot, children’s stories, Passover
cookbooks and books on how to “enrich”
you family’s seder. I ordered the children’s
book Dinosaur on Passover because a
preschool student asked me for more
dinosaur books! 

One morning I found a “uncorrected
proof” sent by the publisher for Our
Haggadah: Uniting Traditions for

Interfaith Families by Cokie and Steve
Roberts among the library mail. Knowing
the authors’ reputations I read and finished
the book in one afternoon. It is an intrigu-
ing guide to making a Seder meaningful for
everyone as it is the story of the authors’ per-
sonal experiences as an interfaith couple. It
should be read before Passover and not used
as the Haggadah. It is informative even for
those who have held traditional seders for
many years. The authors’ comments on the
rituals are fascinating. Steve’s family (the
Jewish partner) had never held a Passover
Seder until their non-Jewish daughter-in-law
insisted they have one. The Roberts once

Meyers Library continued on page 16

should happen after one hundred and
twenty years, your family will not suffer;
wishing you long years.”

This worked wonders for Mr.
Williamson and before his retirement he
had built up a very large Jewish clientele.

Harry didn’t live to be one hundred
twenty but he dispensed valuable advice
and braved public opprobrium during a
troubled time. We need his kind now.

Dick Weiss
Chair, Religious Practices Committee 

Member, Adult Education Committee
Congregational Vice-President

Celebrating Passover
Passover (Pesach) begins at sundown on

Monday, April 18. A major Jewish spring fes-
tival, Passover commemorates the Exodus
from Egypt over 3,000 years ago. The ritual
observance of this holiday centers around a
special home service called the seder (mean-
ing “order”) and a festive meal; the prohibi-
tion of chametz (leaven); and the eating of
matzah (an unleavened bread). On the eve
of the fifteenth day of Nisan in the Hebrew
calendar, we read from a book called the
hagaddah, meaning “telling,” which con-
tains the order of prayers, rituals, readings
and songs for the Pesach seder. The Pesach
seder is the only ritual meal in the Jewish
calendar year for which such an order is pre-
scribed, hence its name.

The seder has a number of scriptural
bases. Exodus 12:3-11 describes the meal of
lamb, unleavened bread, and bitter herbs
which the Israelites ate just prior to the
Exodus. In addition, three separate passages
in Exodus (12:26-7, 13:8, 13:14) and one
in Deuteronomy (6:20-21) enunciate the
duty of the parents to tell the story of the
Exodus to their children.

The Union for Reform Judaism offers
several links to enhance your seder. Log on
to: http://urj.org/holidays/pesach/ to view,
among others, the “virtual seder plate”,
Adding a Social Action Dimension to your
Sederî, creative recipes, Passover tunes and
the Passover Parent Page.

Please Join Reform Congregation Keneseth Israel in 

Celebrating Passover at our Annual
Second Night Seder
April 19, 2011 at 6:00 p.m.

KI’s Rabbi Lance J. Sussman & Cantor Amy E. Levy 
will lead this very special Seder.

Adults, $45, Children 4–12 years of age $28, 
Children 3 and under free

Enjoy a home-style Passover dinner, from soup to dessert
Please bring your own wine and bottle opener

KI SEDER — ADULTS: $45, CHILDREN 4 TO 12 YEARS: $28,
CHILDREN 3 AND UNDER, FREE

Reservations must be accompanied by payment and received by April 12

# _____ adults    # _____ children (ages 4-12)    # _____ children (ages 3 and under)

# _____ vegetarian preference/s

Names of All Attending
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
We would like to sit with:

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
CUT OUT AND MAIL WITH PAYMENT TO: “SEDER AT KI” 8339 OLD YORK ROAD, ELKINS PARK, PA 19027. 

If you have any questions please contact the office at (215) 887-8700
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LIFE CYCLES
MAZEL TOV TO THE FOLLOWING 
CONGREGANTS ON THEIR SPECIAL
SIMCHAS. . .
Births
JESSE DENNIS RIVERA, son of Laura & Eugene
Rivera, grandson of Janice Schwartz Donahue
ALEXANDER CHARLES GRITZ, son of Jennie &
Jonathan Gritz, great-grandson of Marian Passmore
SOFIA GABRIELLA HECHT, daughter of Heather
Tassone & David Hecht, granddaughter of Meredith
& Stephen Hecht
ARIEL SAMUEL VELASCO WEISS, son of Monica
Velasco Gonzalez & Michael Weiss, grandson of
Barbara & Richard Weiss
Bar/Bat Mitzvah
Saturday, April 2
MAXWELL REID MIKELS, son of Heidi and Steve Mikels
JARED PRESTON REIFF, son of Jodi and Adam Reiff
Saturday, April 9
ANNA FAYE LIEBERMAN, daughter of Sandra and
Robert Lieberman
Saturday, April 16
GIORDAN MINA FRIEDMAN, daughter of
Kimberly and Scott Friedman
AUSTIN LEE BENOFF, son of Sherie and Harold
Benoff
Saturday, April 30
CLAUDA ISABEL STEEL, daughter of Graciela and
David Steel
JORJA ELLE SOLOMON, daughter of Samantha Brooks

WE MARK WITH SORROW THE
PASSING OF...
SIDNEY BROWN, father of our member, Richard
(Joanne) Brown
HENRY BECKER, our member, and the father of
our member, (Dr.) Andrea (Dr. Milton Coll)
Becker
NORMAN BRUMBERG, husband of Elaine
Brumberg
RONALD S. KINTISCH, husband of Lenore
Kintisch
RICHARD BERMAN, brother of Marc (David)
Berman
BERNARD SPRINGER, brother of Edith Agard
ROSELINE CUTLER, sister of Arlin (Nesya) Adams
DONALD ABRAHAMS
JACOB OSTROW, brother-in-law of Jay Rosen
HARRY O. HIRSCH, husband of Shirley Hirsch
MARION GERSHMAN, daughter-in-law of Ethel
Gershman
BERNICE STOLOFF, wife of Irwin Stoloff

My name is Jared
Preston Reiff. My friends
call me Jared or Pokey.

For my mitzvah 
project, my family and 
I have been volunteering
once a month at the 

St. Christopher’s Hospital Ronald
McDonald House. We cooked Sunday
breakfast for the families that had children
staying at St. Christopher’s Hospital. We
enjoyed it so much that we want to con-
tinue to volunteer after my Bar Mitzvah.

I attend Abington Junior High School,
and I am in seventh grade.

My hobbies include playing my X Box
360, riding my bike, and Boy Scouts.
My parents are Jodi and Adam Reiff, and
my older brother is Andrew.  

My name is Gabrielle
Anna Marlowe. Please
call me Gabby.

My Bat Mitzvah Project
was writing Ilse
Lindenmeyer’s (Holocaust
Survivor, KI member) story

into a children’s book. As a separate project I
sewed “smiley face” pillows and delivered
them to CHOP, to be given to children. This
was in honor of Sara Burke, a girl who passed
away at the age of five from cancer.

I attend Germantown Friends School.
My hobbies are writing, singing, acting,

drawing, hiking, skiing, canoeing, basket-
ball, golf, babysitting, reading, hanging with
friends, and mountain biking.

My favorite sports are mountain biking,
skiing, basketball, golf, hiking and canoeing.

My parents are Lise and Keith Marlowe.

Mazel Tov to our Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students

Emor
May 7 3 Iyar
Lev. 21: 1 Ezekiel 44:15
Plaut, p.912/817 Plaut, p.1001/846

This portion continues to catalogue the
“levitical” content of the middle book of
the Torah. Particularly interesting to mod-
ern Jews is Leviticus 23, which summarizes
the annual cycle of Israelite holidays. This
chapter begins with a short statement on

Shabbat and continues with a review of
the rules of Passover. In Judaism’s original
calendar, the “year” began in the spring.
The Haftarah, from the Book of Ezekiel, is
linked to the Torah portion in its discus-
sion of the “levitical” responsibilities of the
priests in the prophet’s vision of a rebuilt
second Temple.

* Pages in G. Plaut’s The Torah: A Modern
Commentary (1981)/Revised (2005)

Torah Time continued from page 4

Members in the News
Rabbi Stacy Rigler has been a member

of the Board of the National Association of
Temple Educators (NATE) for the past two
years. NATE identifies trends and challenges
that affect Jewish education and Jewish edu-
cators, and strategically plan to address
them.  At the most recent meeting in Seattle,
Rabbi Rigler was asked to be the NATE repre-
sentative to the Union for Reform Judaism
Commission on Social Action.

David Sirota, son of Karen and Robert
Sirota, New York Times bestselling author,
syndicated columnist and talk show radio
host on AM760 in Denver, recently pub-
lished his third book, Back to Our Future:
How the 1980s Explain the World We
Live in Now—Our Culture, Our
Politics, Our Everything, an entertaining,
engaging read about how so many of our
present-day is rooted in the larger-than-life
pop culture of the 1980s which continues
to shape and define our lives.

A WEEKEND TO REMEMBER
April 28 to May 1, 2011

KI Celebrates 10 Years with Senior Rabbi Lance J. Sussman
RSVP on page 20


