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REFORM CONGREGATION KENESETH ISRAEL

Join Us for a Special 
SHABBAT HANUKKAH

Friday, December 23

CANDLELIGHTING AT TABLES: 5:45 PM
Please bring a Menorah & Candles

Shabbat Dinner: 6:00 P.M.
Family Service: 7:15 P.M.

Super Oneg Following Services

MENU
Chicken Marsala or Vegetarian Option
(Grilled Portobello Mushroom with Grilled Vegetables)

Roasted Vegetables, Potato Latkes
KIDS – Chicken Fingers & Latkes

Share your Abundance
Bring a non-perishable food item for donation

See RSVP on page 5



NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT

The Keneseth Israelite
On Rosh Hashanah I spoke about the

similarities of congregational life to the
Broadway theater, there being a cast of
characters, musicians, and technicians;
behind them the librettist, the lyricist, the
composer, the director, and of course, the
producers. This month I want to relate a
dramatic personal vignette which will give
you insight into my upbringing and a way
of life which is central to our basic Jewish
principles of Torah, Avodah, and Gemilut
Chasadim, acts of loving kindness.

When I was four years old, certainly
before I learned how to read, I received a
remarkable book in the mail from my
father, then a Naval officer stationed on the
west coast. He wrote an inscription: “To
My Irrepressible Scalawag, Love, Daddy,
Los Angeles, September 12, 1944.” To this
day, I have no idea what an irrepressible
scalawag is—but I guess I was, or am, one!

The book, Tobe, is a photographic essay
about an African-American sharecropper
family in the south. What is remarkable is
that this book was published in 1939,
when Jim Crow reigned, by the University
of North Carolina Press! What is even
more remarkable is its message, conveyed
by its excellent photographic content with
captions that a four year old could grasp.

Its message is that we are all human
beings. In a time when Nazi prisoners of
war received far better treatment on our
soil than did African-Americans that was
far from a universally accepted idea. Tobe,
a little boy in a large family, observed how
they struggled to eke out a living on a
hardscrabble farm; how the children loved
their farm animals and pets; how Tobe
himself was frightened by a snake which

crossed his path and by
an older boy who sought
to bully him; how reli-
gion and their church
gave solace to this poor
family. It also showed
how much the members
of the family loved each
other. Not every parent in 1944 would
have bought such a book for his child.

In retrospect, I’d like to think that was
my first lesson in being Jewish. To this day
I have great difficulty understanding pre-
conceived notions about groups of people.
We live in a world where people stake out
positions about issues and others—and
stick by those positions despite facts to the
contrary. This results in a polarized socie-
ty—paralyzed by its own doing.

The Reform Movement, and certainly
KI, strives to disabuse people of such judg-
ments. In our Jewish world, such issues as
differences of opinion on the Middle East
situation, internal politics of the Arab
world and of Israel, often breed interac-
tions which are not healthy. At KI, by virtue
of learning from our Rabbis, by attending
Torah study and other classes, by taking
seriously the words contained in our
prayer books, and by taking part in social
action efforts, we can do our part in mak-
ing this world a little better.

By the way, Tobe now rests in the book-
shelf of my oldest grandson, awaiting the
day when he will be old enough to absorb
its poignant lessons of tolerance and deeds
of loving kindness.
Shalom,

Dick Weiss
KI President

Dick Weiss
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3<From the Bima>
RABBI’S MESSAGE

Christmas Dinner 
Broad Street Ministry

Looking for a Social Action project for
Christmas Day? Join us as we return to
Broad Street Ministry to prepare and serve a
festive holiday dinner for those in need. This
year, since Christmas falls on a Sunday, they
asked us to serve a meal for roughly 200
people at 4:00 pm before their community
worship. Broad Street Ministry has just com-
pleted renovations to their kitchen. We will
prepare some of the food in advance and
some downtown on Christmas day.
Additionally, we will need volunteers to stay
after the meal is served to clean the kitchen
so the ministry staff can enjoy the holiday
for themselves. More information will be
forthcoming. If you know that you can cook
food in advance, work in the kitchen at
Broad Street the afternoon of December 25,
serve dinner at 4:00 pm, or stay until 7pm to
clean, please let Anita in the KI clergy office
know ASAP. She may be reached at
anita@kenesethisrael.org or 215-887-8702.

On Yom Kippur I spoke about the work
that KI does to meet the needs of people in
the Philadelphia area who are hungry. The
numbers and diversity of this group are on
the rise, both in the city and in the suburbs.
Our Jewish tradition clearly commands us
to share food resources with those who
cannot afford to eat. This is a mitzvah that
we take very seriously at KI.

Each year our congregation works on
many projects that provide food and support
to the neediest members of our community.
Thank you to everyone who brought bags of

canned goods to KI on
Yom Kippur. The food
was collected by
Philabundance and has
already been given to
those in need. I also want
to thank Judy Greenberg
who continues to serve
as our High Holy Day
food drive coordinator. Judy and her team sta-
pled the flyers to more than 500 bags and per-
sonally distributed them on Rosh Hashanah.

Additionally, we have an ongoing canned
food collection in the lobby to support the
Abington Interfaith Food Cupboard. Please
remember to bring a can or two with you
each time you come to the synagogue.

During Sukkot we celebrated the fall
harvest with a spirited festival. KIFTY
worked hard to set up games. Local vendors
came to sell their handmade products. The
Creekside Co-op set up a table to provide
information and recruit new members. We
intentionally served food for lunch that was
organic, locally grown, and healthy. The fes-
tival was capped off by a panel discussion.
Naftali Hanau, CEO of Grow and Behold
Foods spoke about hormone-free, local,
Kosher meat production. Jessica Serdikoff
lent her perspective on the intersection
between diet and sustainability.

Food justice is our Social Action theme
for the year. Though we cannot eradicate
hunger entirely, we will continue to work to
provide as much support to those in our
community as possible. Please consider
joining our efforts on December 25th.

Rabbi Kevin Kleinman

CANTOR’S MESSAGE
“Tov L’Hodot L’Adonai: 

It is Good to Give Thanks to God!”
(Psalm 92)

I can never say thank you enough for all
of the wonderful gifts that our community
gives. I write a lot of thank you notes (and
probably not even enough), and I still feel
that it isn’t sufficient. Recently we received an
anonymous donation that enabled our
entire Sacred Music Program to become
strong, healthy, and vibrant. We were able to
make significant additions. We hired
Hazzan David Tilman as the Choir Director
of our Adult Volunteer Choir. He has

enriched our choir with
his vast knowledge of
Jewish music and brought
excitement and vitality to
our choir community and
our worship through
Jewish choral music.

So, how can I say
thank you enough, for Sacred Music sup-
porters like our anonymous donor? Or for
all of you who generously supported “Rock
Your Soul: Ross M. Levy and Chana
Rothman” in concert?

Our tradition doesn’t say anything about

Cantor Amy Levy

Cantor’s Message continued at right

Cantor’s Message continued 
writing thank you notes, which is something
I consider as a “post” thank you anyway.
When we look to our teachings, we note that
a “thanksgiving offering” was a sacrifice made
in appreciation for God’s gifts. It was truly an
“offering” that included a trip, a meal and a
ritual to make it happen. I guess a thank you
note is a pen, piece of paper, and a stamp, or
by today’s standards, an email and a send
button. But to me that is not enough.

The rest of the psalm states: “Tov L’hodot
L’adonai ulzameir l’shimcha elyon.” The
psalm (Psalm 92) suggests that “song” is a
great way to give thanks. So when all of us
are singing prayers, or singing in apprecia-
tion, celebration and healing, we are giving
our offering. We are giving our gift of thanks.

When you hear and are inspired by our
sacred voices, know that we are giving thanks
by offering song, and by offering a gift. So
thank you, but our biggest thanks will be in
the richness of our worship in song.
Upcoming events:

On Friday, December 2, at 7:15 pm the
Hebrew Hammers (Cantor Levy’s elective
class in Confirmation Academy) will per-
form with KI professional musicians: Marcy
Klugman, Marc Adler, and Adam Guth at
Shabbat services. Please join us for this
musical Shabbat. Be sure to attend the
Seventh Annual Kehilla Hanukkah Concert
on Wednesday, December 21.

Cantor Amy Levy

Center City Lunch ‘n’ Learn
Third Thursday (usually) of
September–May     Noon to 1:30 p.m.

Join Rabbi Lance Sussman in Center
City for the series, “The Prophetic Message.”
Lunch will be provided ($10/person). 

To volunteer to host one of these ses-
sions at your office, to join the e-mail notifi-
cation list, and/or to RSVP (by the day
before at noon), contact (215)887-8702 or
Barbara@kenesethisrael.org

All are welcome. No prior knowledge of
Hebrew necessary.
December 22 – “Hosea: Prophet of Love”
January 19 – “Isaiah: The Covenant with
David and Jerusalem”
February 16 – “Jeremiah: Prophet of Doom”
March 15 – “Second Isaiah: Message of Hope”
April 19 – “Ezekiel: Envisioning the Future”
May 17 – “The End of Prophecy”



Shabbat Worship Schedule
Friday, December 2
Shabbat Vayetzei – Genesis 28:10
5:45 p.m. Tot Shabbat
7:15 p.m. Family Shabbat Service
Saturday, December 3
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
5:30 p.m. Havdalah Service
Bar Mitzvah of Jordan Alexander Greenberg
Friday, December 9
Shabbat Vayishlach – Genesis 32:4
6:00 p.m. Blue Bell Shabbat Evening Service
8:00 p.m. Elkins Park Shabbat Evening Service
Saturday, December 10
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah of Paxton Isaac Cutler
2:00 p.m. Rydal Park Service
Friday, December 16
Shabbat Vayeshev – Genesis 37:1
8:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service
Saturday, December 17
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Tuesday, December 20
1st Hanukkah Candle
Friday, December 23
Shabbat Hanukkah: Miketz – Genesis 41:1
7:15 p.m. Hanukkah Shabbat Service
Saturday, December 24
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Tuesday, December 27
8th Hanukkah Candle
Friday, December 30
Shabbat Vayigash – Genesis 44:18
8:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service
Saturday, December 31
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Friday, January 6, 2012
Shabbat Vayehi – Genesis 47:28
5:45 p.m. Tot Shabbat
7:15 p.m. Family Shabbat Service
Saturday, January 7
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service

4 <Worship>

TORAH TIME
SHABBAT READINGS
December, 2011/5772

Judaism is a religion of “the Book.”
Every Shabbat and holiday is punctuated
with a selection from the Torah and related
portions from other sections from Tanach
(the Hebrew Bible). The following includes
citations for the reading of Scripture in the
synagogue for the month ahead as well as
a brief summary of the parashot and haf-
tarot. For more extensive investigation of
the weekly Torah portion, please consider
attending KI’s lively Torah Study Havurah,
which meets every Saturday morning in the
synagogue Library at 9:00 a.m. and is led
by our rabbinic staff.

Rabbi Lance J. Sussman, Ph.D.

Vayetzei
December 3 7 Kislev
Gen. 28:10 Hosea 12:13
Plaut, p.194/194 Plaut, p.344/214

Vayetze, which means, “and he sent,”
begins with the familiar story of Jacob’s lad-
der and then traces Jacob’s journey to the
East. Jacob settles with a kinsman, Laban,
and begins a renewable period of service in
return for marriage to Laban’s daughters,
Leah and Rachel. The Haftarah refers to
Jacob’s flight from Esau and his service for a
wife while living in exile in Aram.

Vayishlach
December 10 14 Kislev
Gen. 32:4 Hosea 11:7
Plaut, p.217/218 Plaut p.349/241

Jacob prepares to return to his native
land. He divides his camp and remains
behind. That night, he wrestles with a
mysterious stranger who renames him
Israel at daybreak. Jacob and Esau have a
successful reunion but Jacob’s daughter,
Dinah, is assaulted by a local Canaanite
after her family resettles on the land. The
Haftarah continues the theme of return
and alludes to Jacob’s wrestling with the
angel. (Hosea 12:5)

Vayeshev
December 17 21 Kislev
Gen. 37:1 Amos 2:6
Plaut, p. 244/244Plaut, p. 352/263

The character of Joseph, with his coat of
many colors and his ability to interpret

dreams, is introduced this week. Joseph’s
bragging earns him the contempt of his
brothers, who stage his death and send him
off into Egyptian captivity. Initial success is
met with disaster when Joseph is sent to jail
for alleged misbehavior in the home of his
master, Potiphar. In prison, Joseph again
begins to interpret dreams, and this proves
to be his salvation. The Haftarah elaborates
on the wrongs of Israel during the reign of
King Jeroboam II and compares them to
problems in Joseph’s day.

Miketz – Shabbat Hanukkah
December 24 28 Kislev
Gen. 41:1 I Kings 7:40
Plaut, p.264/267 Plaut, p.1646/1449

In this portion, Pharaoh has a series of
dreams about cows and corn being swal-
lowed by their own kind. No one in the
court is able to explain the meaning of the
dreams to the Egyptian ruler until Joseph is
brought from jail to talk to the Pharaoh.
Meanwhile, back in famine-stricken
Canaan, Jacob makes the decision to send
members of his family to Egypt in search of
food.  The Haftarah relates the story of the
building and dedication of the First Temple.

Vayigash
December 31 5 Tevet
Gen. 44:18 Ezekiel 37:15
Plaut, p.281/286 Plaut, p.357/302

Unable to contain himself any longer,
Joseph finally reveals his true identity to his
shocked brothers in a deeply compelling
scene. The verse, “I am Joseph, your broth-
er” (45:4) has been powerfully invoked in
the name of interfaith cooperation in
recent years. The Haftarah, from the Book
of Ezekiel, mentions the name of Joseph
and envisions the reuniting of the whole
house of Israel in the wake of the fall both
of the northern (721 BCE) and southern
kingdoms (586 BCE).

Vayechi
January 7 12 Tevet
Gen. 47:28 I Kings 2:1
Plaut, p.302/304 Plaut, p.359/323

In this final reading from the Book of
Genesis, we learn of the deaths of Jacob and
Joseph. Jacob’s blessing of Joseph’s children,
Ephraim and Manasseh, are recreated in tra-

Torah Time continued on next page 
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Hanukkah Blessings
The candles are placed in the Hanukkiah,

the Hanukkah Menorah from right to 
left, but are lit from left to right! Light the
shamash, the helper candle first. Then, use
the shamash to light the other candles. Light
the newest candle first. After lighting the 
candles, sing or say the following blessings:

Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu melech ha-
olam, Asher kideshanu B’mitzvotav,
Vitzivanu, L’hadlik ner shel Hanukkah.

Blessed are You, Adonai our God,
Sovereign of all, who hallows us with
mitzvot, commanding us to kindle the
Hanukkah lights.

Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu melech ha-
olam, Sheh’asah nissim la’avoteinu, Ba-
yamim ha-heim, Ba-z’man ha-zeh.

Blessed are You, Adonai our God,
Sovereign of all, who performed wonder-
ous deeds for our ancestors in days of old
at this season.

For the first night only:

Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu melech ha-
olam, shehecheyanu, v’ki-y’manu, v’
Higiyanu, lazman hazeh.

Blessed are You, Adonai our God,
Sovereign of all, for giving us life, for sustaining
us, and for enabling us to reach this season.

Translation from URJ.

Shabbat “Hanukkah at KI”
DECEMBER 23, 6:00 P.M.
Adults: $12 
Children (18 Months 12 Years): $5
RSVP’s must be received by December 12

# ______ Adults attending 

# ______ Children (ages 18 months-12)

# ______ Vegetarian preference/s.

Names of All Attending: 

We would like to sit with: 

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________
Cut out and Mail with Payment to: 
“HANUKKAH AT K.I.” 
8339 Old York Rd, Elkins Park, PA 19027. 
If you have any questions or require a
kosher meal, please contact the office at
(215) 887-8700

Hanukkah, Oh Hanukkah
This year we light the first Hanukkah

candles on Tuesday evening December 20.
Hanukkah, meaning “dedication” in

Hebrew, refers to the joyous eight-day cele-
bration during which we remember the vic-
tory of the Macabees over the armies of Syria
in 165 B.C.E. and the subsequent liberation
and “re-dedication” of the Temple in
Jerusalem. Our celebration of the holiday
centers around  the lighting of the hanukki-
ah, a special menorah for Hanukkah; eating
latkes and jelly doughnuts; singing songs and
playing Hanukkah games, such as dreidel.

Check out the “Virtual Menorah” at
urj.org.  This Hanukkah menorah will cor-
rect your mistakes if you light the
Hanukkiah in an incorrect manner!

BE SURE TO ATTEND... 

The Seventh Annual 
Kehillah of Old York Road

Hanukkah Concert: 
Etzleinu B’hatzeir-

Od Ha-Pa-Am!
“Once again a Hanukkah

Celebration of the Music in Our
Community”

Wednesday, December 21
7:00 p.m. 

26 Kislev 5772 
Second Hanukkah Night

Reform Congregation Keneseth Israel
8339 Old York Road, Elkins Park, PA.

Celebrate the second night of
Hanukkah with more than 200 singers
from the Congregations in our Kehillah. 

Featuring Hazzan David F. Tilman,
Music Director, and Jimmy Costello, Dr.
Marsha Bryan Edelman, Hazzan Howard
Glantz, Cantor Amy Levy, Ross M. Levy,
Rebecca Schwartz, Liz Sussman, and Cantor
Elena Zarkh singing together with 200
Youth and Adult Singers from Congregation
Adath Jeshurun, Old York Road Temple-
Beth Am, Beth Sholom Congregation,
Congregation Kol Ami, and Reform
Congregation Keneseth Israel.

The concert will be followed by
Sufganiot (jelly donuts) and apple cider.

Admission is only $5 per person. 

Volunteers Needed: 

Sharing Is Caring - 
Annual Hanukkah Dinner

Volunteers are needed for Sharing is
Caring’s Annual Hanukkah dinner to bene-
fit the residents of Federation Housing in
Northeast Philadelphia.

Volunteers are needed on Sunday,
December 18th @ 12:30 pm and on
Tuesday December 20th @ 2:30 pm to pre-
pare food and to set- up the auditorium.
Volunteers are also needed for Tuesday
December 20th from 5:30 -7:30 p.m. to greet
guests, to help serve food and to clean-up.

This is a wonderful annual KI tradition.
If you are interested please contact 
Debbie Zlotnick: dzlotnick@comcast.net 
or 215-782-8684.

Torah Time continued from page 4

ditional homes on Erev Shabbat. The body
of Jacob, as promised, is returned to
Canaan. Joseph’s burial in the Promised
Land, however, is delayed until the time of
the Exodus. Just as the Torah portion reports
the death of Jacob, so the Haftarah describes
the death of David and Solomon’s succes-
sion to the throne of Israel

*Pages in G. Plaut’s The Torah: A Modern
Commentary (1981)/Revised (2005)



6 <Youth & Education>

PRESCHOOL
NEWS

I recently attended a
Jewish early childhood
conference at Adath Israel
on the Main Line. For
me, going to Adath Israel was a flashback
in time. I worked as the Pre K teacher
there over 20 years ago. As I listened to the
keynote speaker I made a very interesting
observation. I was pleasantly surprised to
see how many teachers and Directors I rec-
ognized from working together in class-
rooms, workshops and conferences over
the years. There are many fields in which
professionals stay for long periods of time,
but early childhood professionals are
unique. Generally a teacher will stay at a
Temple Preschool an average of fifteen to
twenty five years or more. This is true love
and commitment.

There have been many changes in our
profession over the last twenty years. The
demands have changed from merely play-
ing with the children and making sure
they are in a happy stimulating environ-
ment to understanding the various needs
of children, the variety of family dynam-
ics that exist today, plus learning and ful-
filling the required state mandates and
qualifications. Early childhood teachers
are generally not in the profession for the
“big bucks.” Rather, they seek the emo-
tional and gratifying work that happens
each day in one’s class. As I looked
around the conference, I saw teachers of
all faiths, race, gender and generations.
The mission is the same for each person.
We stay in the field of Jewish early child-
hood education because we are here to
teach Jewish values, to engage our fami-
lies in the school and to work within a
community of learners.

Looking around the room reminded
me of how lucky I am to have learned
from so many committed teachers and
have the opportunity to still learn with
such a committed group of professionals.
Know that your children are cared for by
a profession that loves their work solely
for the joy and excitement of working
with young children. Happy New Year.

Beth K. Berman, M.S., Ed. 
Director of Early Childhood Education

Beth Berman

Preschool continued on next page 

Learn About 6 Points Sports Academy
Open House
Sunday, December 11 – 5:30-6:30 P.M.
Congregation Kol Ami
8201 High School Road, Elkins Park PA 19027

URJ 6 Points Sports Academy, the nation’s premier Jewish Sports Specialty Camp, trains
hundreds of Jewish teenage athletes from all over North America! Located in beautiful
Greensboro, NC, 6 Points Sports Academy is housed on the 100 acre, state-of-the-art, athlet-
ic and camp facilities of the American Hebrew Academy. At 6 Points, young Jewish athletes
participate in a unique camping experience that offers top-level sports training and all the
beloved traditions of Reform Jewish camping.

For more information or to RSVP contact Shane Carr, Associate Director at scarr@urj.org
or visit us on the web: www.6pointsacademy.org
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NEWS

Creating a Meaningful
Hanukkah

December always provides an opportu-
nity to clarify from a religious perspective
what is really important, or, to take the
worst of cultural holidays and reduce them
to materialistic gift giving occasions. For
most families it is not one or the other.
Individual practice lies somewhere in
between. It is important to focus on what
we believe and take this opportunity to
share core values with our family.

There are so many ways to celebrate
Hanukkah, here are just a few:

Assign themes to the evenings. Pick
eight themes that are important to your
family. Give gifts that go along with those
themes or choose not to give a gift but use
the money for something else: examples
include, Food: a night out, Gratitude: a
night to give to others, Friendship: hosting
a Hanukkah party for friends, Family: giv-
ing coupons to help family members at
specific times.

Have each family member prepare
something to say for one of the nights of
Hanukkah about what being Jewish means
to them, or about what is bright in their life.

Choose activities or
crafts to do after lighting
the candles each
night. Some could involve
making keepsakes for
future years.

Call a different relative
each night or Skype a vir-
tual Hanukkah lighting with people that
can not be close.

Have fun telling the story of Hanukkah.
Perform a play: dress up, use legos, dolls, or
other props.

If you are looking for great mitzvah
gifts try www.Heffer.org. You can give an
animal to a community in need! Discuss
as a family to which organization you
would like to donate. Give kids money
and spend time researching with them
where their money will go.

No matter what you select, use the holi-
day as a way to teach your children that
Hanukkah celebrates our ability to contin-
ue celebrating Judaism from year to year
and generation to generation. Our celebra-
tion should enhance our Jewish tradition
and our values. Children may resist at first,
but the lessons learned will be long lasting.

Rabbi Stacy Eskovitz Rigler
Director of Religious Education

Rabbi Stacy Rigler

ATTENTION: 
4TH GRADE FAMILIES

On Sunday December 11, 2011 we will
have our annual Bar/Bat Mitzvah orienta-
tion for fourth grade families and families
whose children are older but have not
attended this meeting in the past.

The meeting is at 9:30 a.m. while your
children are in Religious School. Please put
this important program on your calendar.

MLK Day of Service

Monday, January 16, 2012

Help Beautify 
Lowell Elementary School

Volunteers Needed
Families Welcome

Activities will include:
Painting

General Clean-up both Light and Heavy
Creating Educational Materials, Flashcards etc.
Location: Lowell School 5th and Nedro, Phila.

Parking in School Lot
Time:  10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Pizza and Supplies provided

Contact: Debbie Zlotnick: dzlotnick@comcast.net
Marjorie Curtis-Cohen: margie7610@gmail.com

Please respond by January 2, 2012

(l-r) Ross M. Levy, Chana Rothman, and Becca McGarry perform at
Rock Your Soul, a Live Concert at KI in November. 

ROCK YOUR SOUL IN CONCERT AT KI 

Photography by David Rosenthal

Embroidered Names on
Shabbat Tablecloth

Have you noticed the lovely embroi-
dered cloth that adorns one of the tables
during the Oneg Shabbat?

This cloth displays beautifully embroi-
dered names of congregants who wish oth-
ers a “Good Shabbat”. It’s a lovely senti-
ment and K.I. is the beneficiary of the
funds raised from this project.

Many congregants have already support-
ed this endeavor. I hope you will consider
joining them. One line - $25. For informa-
tion call Babe Hernes 215-379-5438 or
Doris Parker 215-886-9267
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From the Museum

I am writing this
December column on a
beautiful fall October day.
I look ahead to our “Build
Your Own Hanukkah
Menorah Workshop” set for Sunday
December 11 at KI. At the same time I look
back at a wonderful museum program
which already took place.

On Sunday October 22 we celebrated a
much anticipated event, the Annual Party
for the Patrons of the Temple Judea
Museum. This year we were hosted by Judy
and Bill Schur at their beautiful Rydal
home where we were treated to a delicious
gourmet brunch prepared by our own
TJMuseum Chair, Karen Shain Schloss. It
was all superb, including one of the best
Jewish Apple Cakes I have ever tasted.

A special feature of this 2011 Patrons
Party was the opportunity to honor Herb
Altman who has taken the singular leader-
ship role in working towards the financial
security of this museum. We could not do
our work without Herb’s support, both
financial and advisory. He is certainly the
best FRIEND that the Temple Judea
Museum has ever had. Thank You Herb!

During the party I was able to read
warm remarks extended by KI Executive
Director, Brian Rissinger and KI Senior
Rabbi, Lance J. Sussman, who could not
be with us. Here are brief excerpts from
their remarks:

From Brian Rissinger, “Every Executive
Director needs an “Herb Altman” in order
to be successful. I am privileged to call
Herb a friend, a teacher and a confidant.
My life and the life or our congregation is
better because of Herb.“

From Rabbi Sussman: “Herb only
wants what is best for KI. How incredibly
lucky we are that he always gives us his
‘best.’ As a result of his efforts, we are a bet-
ter and stronger synagogue.”

The formal program of our Patrons
Party was a presentation by the esteemed
archaeologists, Dr. William Dever and his
wife, Dr. Pamela Gaber. Over 40 years ago,
just after the Six Days War in Israel, KI
Rabbi Dr. Bertram Korn sought out Dr.
Dever in Jerusalem and asked him to help
purchase a collection of archaeological arti-

TJ Museum continued at right

facts for KI. At that time new archaeological
digs were rapidly being uncovered in the
West Bank and heretofore unavailable rare
objects were coming to market. Dr. Dever
was at HUC in Jerusalem at that time and
was also an active field archaeologist.

Dr. Dever opened our eyes with stories
of the people who made these precious arti-
facts which range over thousands of years of
early Israelite history through the Hellenist
period. It was a fascinating look into our
past and a revelation for all who attended.
Our challenge now is how to honor Dr.
Korn’s vision and bring the treasure of this

rare collection alive for all the members of
the KI family. My immediate task is to make
sure that our December Hanukkah
Workshop is a fabulous success so that our
KI kids can have a great time making their
own family Hanukkah “artifacts.”
NOTE: Collection Search

The museum would like to acquire a
1962 First Edition of Marc Chagall’s, The
Jerusalem Windows. We are looking for
someone who has a copy of this fine book
and would be interested in making a gift of
it to the museum.

Rita Rosen Poley
Museum Curator/Director

Museum continued

Helpful 2011 Tax Year Tips
• Charitable contributions for 2011 must be postmarked by 12/31/11.
• Letters listing your gifts to KI during 2011 will be mailed by January 31, 2012.
• You may be entitled to a federal income tax deduction for the amount of any unreim-

bursed, out-of-pocket expenses you incurred during the year in performance of any
duties as a volunteer on behalf of KI.

• KI accepts contributions in the form of cash, check, credit card or shares of stock.
• You are able to make a donation or a payment on your account through the kene-

sethisrael.org website.
• Please consult your tax advisor concerning the specific kinds of donations you claim

on your Federal Tax form.
• Your generous gift to KI benefits your congregation and may lower your Federal Tax liability.
• Please consider a gift to our Shelanu campaign or any of our other worthwhile funds

before the end of 2011.

TREES FOR ISRAEL
If you are interested in making a donation, please contact, Beryl Halpern (215-635-

0452) and she will be glad to mail out a beautiful tree certificate for you. The cost is $10.50 
Please mail checks, payable to: KI Forest, to Keneseth Israel,  8339 Old York Road,

Elkins Park, PA 19027  Attn: Beryl Halpern.

L’Chayim: Living Jewishly,
Living Healthy
A Doctor and A Rabbi Discuss
‘Exercise’ In The Jewish Tradtion

On Wednesday, December 7 at 10:30
a.m., Rabbi Lance Sussman and Dr. Marc
Rabinowitz will present the second install-
ment of their new series on Judaism and
Health. In this session, the Rabbi and the
Doctor examine Jewish attitudes and prac-
tices with respect to exercise! In ancient
days, Jews were both farmers and soldiers
but after the fall of Judea in 70 CE to the
Romans, Jews increasingly became scholars
and merchants. While the Talmud mandat-
ed Jewish parents to teach their children
how to swim (“to save a life”), little else is

heard of “Jews and Exercise” until modern
times. For sure, Jews were not hunters as the
dietary laws only allowed animals to be
killed by shochtem (ritual slaughters). Jewish
men, however, did exercise, as Jewish boxers
rose to great fame, and Zionism, in particu-
lar, called for a whole new attitude toward
“the Jewish body.” In the United States,
both the camp movement and the JCCs
promoted exercise in the Jewish communi-
ty. Some rabbis declared athletics to be a
diversion away from Torah study. What
should we do? Why do we sit at meetings
for hours? To learn more about the history
of Jewish attitudes toward exercise, the pos-
sibilities of future programs and their bene-
fits, please join us. This program is free and
open to the public.
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From The Meyers Library

Winter officially
arrives in December.
The Meyers Library
has many new
books as well as
older titles that you
can enjoy on a cold dark winter night.
When you belong to KI, it is easy to be
prepared with reading materials. Are you
doing some cooking now that the weath-
er is cold? Check out these new cook-
books: Kosher Carnivore and Feed Me
Bubbe. The KI Library also has copies of
Lucette Lagnado’s new book, The
Arrogant Years and The SPHAS: The
Life and Times of Basketball’s Greatest
Jewish Team by Doug Stark. For children,
we have recently added the following
titles to our collection: Many Days, One
Shabbat by Manushkin; Good Night
Israel (Board Book) by Jasper; and
Marcel Marceau by Spielman.

On Wednesday December 7 at 2:30
pm, I will lead a discussion in the Library
as part of the Adult Education Program.
My topic is “Who Dunnits with a Jewish
Flavor.” We will explore mysteries written
by Harry Kemelman; Faye Kellerman; and
Israeli author Batya Gur. Why do they
appeal to us? What can we learn from
these books?

On Sunday December 13 the library
and the Temple Judea Museum will co-
sponsor an afternoon pre-Hanukah pro-
gram for families. The program includes a
Pizza lunch; Hanukkah storytelling; and
Menorah Making. All are invited to attend.

Hanukkah begins on Tuesday evening
December 20. A list of Hanukkah books
and ideas for your holiday celebration is
available on the KI Web site. The library
just purchased these NEW titles for young
children: Engineer Ari and the
Hanukkah Mishap by Cohen; Nathan
Blows Out the Hanukah Candles by
Lehman-Wilzig; and The Golem’s Latkes
by Kimmel. Come to the Meyers Library to
borrow them for your family’s enjoyment.

Keneseth Israel is again a partner in
the citywide One Book One Jewish
Community program. Throughout this
program year, we will host a variety of
programs related to this year’s selection.
This year the chosen book is The List by

Martin Fletcher. The library has multiple
copies of this book available for you to
borrow. Individual copies may be pur-
chased in the office fro $15.

FUTURE ACTIVITIES
Sunday Author Brunch 
(SAVE THE DATES)

This year the Meyers Library will host a
series of three Sunday morning author
brunches. A different author will be our
guest at each brunch. Put the following
Sunday mornings on your calendar:
January 29, March 25, and May 6. All
brunches will take place in the library.

On Sunday morning January 22 the
library, Temple Judea Museum, and the
archives are sponsoring “Storytelling: The
Art of Personal Memoir.” Learn about
Memoir in the collections at KI and how to
write your own memoir.

On Sunday morning February 26 The
Bible Players will entertain students in the
Religious School with their humorous and
educational versions of stories from the
Torah. This is the group’s first appearance
in the Philadelphia area.

Save Tuesday evening March 13 for a
very special cooking demonstration and
cookbook display.

Well known adult author, Diane
Ackerman (The Zookeeper’s Wife) will
talk about her recent book, One Hundred
Names for Love at KI on Wednesday
evening April 18 at 7 pm.

Call Ellen at 215-887-8700 x122 to help
with any of these programs. Check e-KI and
the KI website for details about these and
other library programs and activities.

Remember that the Meyers Library is a
wireless computer zone. Bring your lap-
top; enjoy a cup of gourmet coffee and
explore the latest book arrivals. Make the
KI Library your home away from home.
The Meyers library is THE place to be.
Visit us soon. The library is open on
Tuesday and Wednesday from 10 am to 4
pm. (6 pm when Religious School is in
session.) and on Thursday from 10 am to
1 pm. It is also open on Sunday morning
from 9:30 am to 12:30 PM whenever
Religious School is in session. Visit our
book carts Friday evenings before and
after services.

Ellen Tilman
Director of Library Service

Adult Education Committee
DECEMBER ADULT
EDUCATION PROGRAMS
The Maimonides Café – 
Group Discussions
Thursday, December 1 at 11:15 a.m.
Facilitator: Rita Poley
Topic: What is her word?
Thursday, December 7 at 2:30 p.m.
Who Dunnits with a Jewish Flavor
Speaker: Ellen Tilman
Exploring Jewish mysteries
Thursday, December 15 at 11:15 a.m.
Belmont and Nina Haydel
Two Americans in Jordan
Experiences living and working in Jordan

SEND A CARING MESSAGE
Send a message to those you care about.

In meaningful ways, share their joys and reach
out in times of sorrow. The special funds at KI
can honor, congratulate, remember a loved
one or wish a speedy recovery. Call the KI
office (215-887-8700) for further information.

Meet Jewish singles with
JDate!

JDate.com

Share Your Simchas
at an Oneg Shabbat

CALL THE KI OFFICE 
215-887-8700

Yet Another Way to Help KI
To help defray the cost for The Bulletin

here’s how to help:
• Tell our advertisers you read their ad and
thank them for supporting our synagogue.
• Go to a business that advertises in The
Bulletin, in preference to others.
• Tell others that you would appreciate
seeing them advertise in The Bulletin.
• If you are in business or a professional
practice, please place an ad in The Bulletin
and sponsor it. (The rates are reasonable.)

For further information, call Liturgical
Publications, Inc. (800) 284-4574 and
they will help you place your ad.
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LIFE CYCLES
MAZEL TOV TO THE FOLLOWING 
CONGREGANTS ON THEIR SPECIAL
SIMCHAS. . .
Births
WYLIE HAZEL LANE, daughter of Danny & Jordan
Lane, granddaughter of Ginger & David Lane, great-
granddaughter of Carlyn Abrams
MICAH U. PARKER, son of Erin and Reid Parker,
grandson of our members, Iris & Kevin Parker,
great-grandson of our member Doris Parker &
Harriet Rosenberg
SYLER HARRIS STONE, son of Scot & Carrie Stone,
grandson of Arlene & Elliot Stone
Bar/Bat Mitzvah
Saturday, December 3, 2011
JORDAN ALEXANDER GREENBERG, son of Yvette
and Robert Greenberg
Saturday, December 10
PAXTON ISAAC CUTLER, son of Barb and J.J. Cutler
Weddings
JENNE CHOE and JOSEPH GORDON, our members
NISHI ROBERT and JEFFREY MILLER, Jeff is the
son of our members Diane & Murray Miller and
the brother of our member Aimee Miller
JOANNA LEE LEVIN and STEVEN ADAM SIROTA,
Steven is the son of our members, Karen & Robert
Sirota and grandson of our member Marjorie Sirota

My name is Samuel
Edwin Wollman but I
like to be called Sam. My
brother Max and I had a
B’nai Mitzvah on
November 19, 2011.

For my Mitzvah
Project I collected CD’s for Abington
Hospital Hospice. My grandfather wanted
to have more choices available to him
when he was there.

I attend Jenkintown Middle School. My
hobbies are consulting, interior design,
hospitality and hanging out with friends.

My favorite sports are baseball, soccer
and basketball.

I am the son of Mark and Cindy
Wollman. 

My name is Lee
Maxwell Wollman but I
like to be called Max. My
brother Sam and I had a
B’nai Mitzvah on
November 19, 2011.

For my Mitzvah
Project I took baked goods to Abington
Hospital Hospice. My grandfather was at
this hospice and he enjoyed the cookies and
cakes that they had for families and visitors.

I attend Jenkintown Middle School. My
hobbies are sports, long boarding, music
and hanging out with friends.

My favorite sports are baseball, soccer,
football and basketball.

I am the son of Mark and Cindy
Wollman. 

Mazel Tov to our Bar Mitzvah StudentsWE MARK WITH SORROW THE
PASSING OF...
SHIRLEY RICHMAN, our member
LEONARD WASSERMAN, he was the husband of
our member Dorothy Wasserman and father of
our member Phyllis (Howard) Wenitsky
BENNIE COHEN, he was the father of our mem-
ber David (Marc) Berman
EDWARD SCHIMMEL, he was the father of our
member Marcie Tiffany
STANLEY B. GREENBERG, he was our member
and the husband of our member Cecile
Greenberg
DOROTHY WEINBAUM, she was the grandmoth-
er of our member Karen (John) Toczydlowski
HOWARD J. LEVIN, he was the father of our
member Daniel Levin (Marla Levin)

Karen Sirota
“retires” as 
KI Bulletin Editor 
Dear Karen,

How do we adequately express appreci-
ation to someone who has devoted herself
to making things better for KI? Your service
to the congregation as a member of
numerous committees, as an officer and
then a four year term as President of the
congregation is impressive. However, your
service to KI as Bulletin Editor for almost
twenty years sets you apart from all others.
Your monthly commitment of endless
hours devoted to shaping the message of
KI for our congregants and the community
to read has been beyond compare. A lesser
person would have stepped down years
ago out of frustration with the inconven-
ient deadlines, the incomplete article sub-
missions and the incessant need to prod
people for information. 

Karen, you are going to be missed as
the Bulletin Editor but enjoy your new
found free time. We are confident that you
will still be active in keeping KI vibrant.
Thank you for your guiding hand and

helpful counsel to
our new Bulletin
Editor, Ellen Tilman.
You have provided
an incredible exam-
ple of how to make
a difference and
leave things better

than you found them. Thank you,
Dick Weiss
President

Kind

Active

Responsible

Entertaining

Never at a loss of words

Sweet

Irresistible

Reliable

Overly generous

Tremendous Heart

Always a good friend

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HONOR A LOVED ONE?
Join members of our congregation who choose to support KI by celebrating a loved

one, or an occasion or life in general, by being a part of our beautiful Simcha Wall.
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11:15 a.m.  
Adult Ed. 

Maimonides Café
3:00 p.m.  KIFTY Event
4:00 p.m.
Blue Bell Religious
School
7:00 p.m. 
Religious Practices Mtg.

5:45 p.m.
Tot Shabbat
6:15 p.m.
Family Shabbat Dinner
7:15 p.m.
Family Shabbat
Service w/Hebrew
Hammers

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Morning
Service
5:30 p.m.
Havdalah Service

9:30 a.m.
Religious School
12:00 noon
Shir Joy Rehearsal
4:00 p.m.
KIngo Event

7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsal

2:30 p.m.
Adult Ed. Prog.
4:30 p.m.
Religious School
5:40 p.m.
Learners Minyan
6:00 p.m.
Confirmation Academy
& Dinner

10:30 a.m.
L’Chayim program
2:30 p.m.
Adult Ed. Prog.
6:00 p.m.
Officers Mtg.
7:30 p.m.
Executive Comm. Mtg.

11:30 a.m.
Cultural Council
3:00 p.m.
KIFTY Event
4:00 p.m.
Blue Bell Religious
School
Schmooze with Rabbi
Sussman

6:00 p.m.
Blue Bell Crock Pot
Shabbat
8:00 p.m.
EP Shabbat Evening
Service

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Morning
Service
2:00 p.m.
Rydal Park Shabbat

9:30 a.m.    Religious School
4th Grade B/B Mitzvah Mtg.
9:45 a.m. Rel. Sch. Comm. Mtg.
10:00 a.m.   Sisterhood Mtg.
11:30 a.m.   Tefillot
12:00 noon
Shir Joy Rehearsal
12:00 p.m.   Museum
Hanukkah Workshop
3:00 p.m.  
Israel Comm. Program

7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsal

4:30 p.m.
Religious School
6:00 p.m.
Confirmation Academy
& Dinner
7:00 p.m.
Brotherhood Mtg.

11:30 a.m.
Adult Ed. Prog.
3:00 p.m.
KIFTY Event
4:00 p.m.
Blue Bell Religious
School
7:30 p.m.
Israel Comm. Mtg.

8:00 p.m.
Shabbat Evening
Service

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Morning
Service
6:00 p.m.
Music Arts Program
KIFTY Event

9:30 a.m.
Religious School
11:30 a.m.
Community Time
12:00 noon
Shir Joy Rehearsal

7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsal

4:30 p.m.
Religious School
5:45 p.m.
Hanukkah Candle
Lighting
6:00 p.m.
Confirmation Academy
& Dinner
1st night of Hanukkah

1:00 p.m. 
Blood Drive
7:00 p.m. 
Kehillah Hanukkah
Concert

12:00 noon
CC Lunch ‘n’ Learn
3:00 p.m.
KIFTY Event
4:00 p.m.
Blue Bell Religious
School and Hanukkah
Party

10:00 a.m.
Preschool Hanukkah
Celebration
12:00 noon
Preschool & Infant Center
Closes
6:00 p.m.
Congregational Hanukkah
Dinner
7:15 p.m.
Hanukkah Shabbat Service

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Morning
Service

NO Religious School
Building Closed

Preschool Closed Preschool Closed
NO Religious School
NO Confirmation
Academy
8th Night of Hanukkah

Preschool Closed Preschool Closed
NO Blue Bell Religious
School

Preschool Closed
Infant Center Closes at
3:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
Shabbat Evening
Service

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Morning
Service

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Keneseth Israel Phone Directory
Administrative Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .887-8700
Rabbinic Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .887-8702
Religious School Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .887-8704
Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .887-1070
Preschool  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .885-2425
Museum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .887-2027
Gift Shop  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .884-4364
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NO Religious School
Building closed

7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsal

4:30 p.m.
Religious School
6:00 p.m.
Confirmation Academy
& Dinner

11:00 a.m.
Adult Ed. Program
11:30 a.m.
Maimonides Café
3:00 p.m.  KIFTY Event
4:00 p.m.   Blue Bell
Religious School
7:30 p.m.
Executive Comm. Mtg.

4:00 p.m.
RAC trip leaving KI
5:45 p.m.
Tot Shabbat
6:15 p.m.
Family Shabbat Dinner
7:15 p.m.
Family Shabbat
Service

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Morning
Service

9:30 a.m.
Religious School
10:00 a.m.
WRJ Board Mtg.
11:30 a.m.Tefillot
12:00 noon
Shir Joy Rehearsal

4:00 p.m.
RAC Trip returning 
to KI
7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsal

4:30 p.m.
Religious School
5:40 p.m.
Learners Minyan
6:00 p.m.
Confirmation Academy
& Dinner
7:00 p.m.
Brotherhood Mtg.

11:00 a.m.
TJ Museum Program

11:00 a.m.
Friends of Museum
Prog.
3:00 p.m.
KIFTY Event
4:00 p.m.
Blue Bell Religious
School

8:00 p.m.
Shabbat Evening
Service

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Morning
Service

Building Closed – 
MLK Weekend
9:30 a.m.
Religious School @
AJR

NO Preschool & Infant
Center
Building Closed – MLK

4:30 p.m.
Religious School
6:00 p.m.
Confirmation Academy
& Dinner

11:30 a.m.
Adult Ed. Program
12:00 noon
CC Lunch ‘n’ Learn
3:00 p.m.  KIFTY Event
4:00 p.m.   Blue Bell
Religious School
7:30 p.m.
Board of Trustees Mtg.

8:00 p.m.
Shabbat Evening
Service

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study Havurah
10:00 a.m.   Jr. Cong.
10:30 a.m.   Shabbat
Morning Service
2:00 p.m.
Rydal Park Service
5:30 p.m.  Havdalah
Service

9:30 a.m.
Religious School
2nd Grade Family Ed
10:30 a.m.   Museum,
Library & Archives Prog.
12:00 noon
Shir Joy Rehearsal
1:00 p.m. 
Museum Program

7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsal

4:30 p.m.
Religious School
5:40 p.m.
Learners Minyan
6:00 p.m.
Confirmation Academy
& Dinner

11:30 a.m.
Adult Ed. Program
3:00 p.m.
KIFTY Event
4:00 p.m.
Blue Bell Religious
School

6:00 p.m.
Blue Bell Shabbat
Evening Service
8:00 p.m.
EP Shabbat Evening
Service

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m.    Shabbat
Morning Service
5:30 p.m.    4th grade
Havdalah Service
7:00 p.m.   Preschool
Sleepy Time & Lullabies
w/Cantor Levy

9:30 a.m.
Religious School
Author’s Program
9:45 a.m.
Rel. Sch. Comm. Mtg.
12:00 noon
Shir Joy Rehearsal
2:00 p.m.
Music Arts Concert

7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsal

4:30 p.m.
Religious School
6:00 p.m.
Confirmation Academy
& Dinner

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

Keneseth Israel Phone Directory
Administrative Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .887-8700
Rabbinic Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .887-8702
Religious School Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .887-8704
Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .887-1070
Preschool  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .885-2425
Museum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .887-2027
Gift Shop  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .884-4364


