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FIVE FABULOUS FRIDAY
SHABBAT EVENING SERVICES

FFRIDAYRIDAY, J, JANUARYANUARY 13 — M13 — MARTINARTIN LLUTHERUTHER KKINGING DDAYAY SSERVICEERVICE ATAT 8 8 PMPM

Guest Singer Paul Spencer Adkins
Sermon: “Martin Luther King and The Jews”

FFRIDAYRIDAY, J, JANUARYANUARY 20 — S20 — SABBATHABBATH FORFOR THETHE SSOULOUL SSERVICEERVICE ATAT 8 8 PMPM

Wine tasting before services
Featuring Ross M. Levy with the Levite Band

FFRIDAYRIDAY, F, FEBRUARYEBRUARY 3 — T3 — TUU BBIISSHVATHVAT SSEDEREDER ANDAND SSERVICEERVICE ATAT 7:15 7:15 PMPM

Confirmation Academy students lead the Seder
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Visual Presentation on “Amichai, the Citizen Poet”

FFRIDAYRIDAY, F, FEBRUARYEBRUARY 24 — S24 — SHIRAHIRA SSTARTAR AAWARDWARD SSERVICEERVICE ATAT 8 8 PMPM

Sonnie Katz, Sacred Music Committee Chair, is honored
Jewish Music Month Service

Regular Friday evening services will also take place on:
FRIDAY, JANUARY 6 AT 7:15 PM — FAMILY SHABBAT SERVICE

FRIDAY, JANUARY 27, 6 PM BLUE BELL, 8 PM ELKINS PARK

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 6 PM BLUE BELL, 8 PM ELKINS PARK



NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT

The Keneseth Israelite
The Life of the KI President

At this moment my wife Bobbi is talk-
ing on the phone to our nine-month old
grandson and his mother; our other
daughter-in-law is in labor, from which
effort will come our third grandson. Our
family is short on X chromosomes, so we
try to make XY suffice, and believe me, it
does! Which brings me to the point of
this month’s column, given all that is
involved in being a synagogue president—
why do it?

I have already answered that question
in the first paragraph.

I want my grandsons (and if I am lucky,
any future granddaughters) to grow up in a
world which values the life of each individ-
ual. I want them to realize, via the example
set by their parents, their uncles and aunts,
their grandparents, and friends, that doing
good deeds, studying, learning, and being
kind are the goals toward which they
should work. I want them to develop
whatever talents come laden in their
respective DNA chains. I want other groups
in this world to understand Jewish con-
cepts of life and ethics, and incorporate
them, if they can, into their modi vivendi.
We can learn from others, as well.

I spent the better part of three days and
nights this week in meetings dealing with
KI business. There was finance, there was
programming, there was fund raising, there
were religious service considerations, there
was agenda planning, there were architec-
tural considerations regarding our planned
sanctuary refurbishing, there was planning
of our Spring Fund Raiser celebration
weekend in late April, there was a meeting
of Old York Road Corridor synagogue pres-
idents, and there was a terrific learning ses-
sion about our finances and investments. I

enjoy the give and take of
meetings and the differ-
ent approaches to prob-
lem solving. I learn from
others every day. I am in
awe of younger colleagues
with great technological
savvy. I am, in fact, cross-
ing the “electronic Rubicon” into the Mac
World, having signed up for the newest
iPhone; while still retaining my desktop
and laptop pc’s. To cross that great divide
appears more and more formidable as I
age…but it probably is not.

I, as your president, am saying that
change, though difficult, is doable.
Continuity, no better demonstrated than
by the birth of a new generation, is the
societal and religious glue which binds us,
as a people, to one another.

Next month I will describe, in more
detail, our Sanctuary Renewal Project and
our Spring Fund Raising Weekend (April
27-28, 2012).

In the meantime, whether you are read-
ing this in a sunny, warm climate, or in our
usually mild winters here in the Delaware
Valley, please feel free to communicate
with me or any of the other people in lead-
ership about your hopes, dreams, and
other considerations about KI.
Shalom,

Dick Weiss
KI President

P.S. Shortly after I finished this article,
our new grandson, Reuben Stone Weiss,
made a hurried entry into the world. 
He was in such a hurry to join KI that 
he was born partly in a New York City
taxi and completed the task in the 
lobby of Roosevelt-St. Luke’s Hospital 
in Manhattan. All are well!

Dick Weiss
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RABBI’S MESSAGE

L’Chayim: Living Jewishly,
Living Healthy

This past fall, I launched a new program
at KI with Dr. Marc Rabinowitz, fiancé of
our Preschool Director, Beth Berman. Marc
has a keen interest in preventive medicine.
We talked about how Judaism and syna-
gogues, in particular, could encourage Jews
to live healthier lives. After thinking these
questions through together, we created the
L’Chayim program. To date, we have held
two sessions: one on “Judaism and Food,”
the other on “Judaism and Exercise!”

Is Jewish food good for us? Does chick-
en soup really cure? Is lox really a Jewish
food? What makes Jewish apple cake
Jewish? Can an overdose of Jewish deli
prove to be fatal?

These are just a few of the questions
with which we began. More seriously, what
can you serve for Seder that is both
Pesachdik and healthy? What is the maxi-
mum amount of brisket we should eat
(carnivores that is) at a festival dinner?
What should be served at an Oneg or
Kiddush that is both ethnically authentic
and good for the body? Clearly, we have a
lot of rethinking to do in the Jewish culi-
nary department.

Exercise is another major health issue in
the synagogue. We come to services and sit.
We come to meetings and sit. We come to
Hebrew School and sit! Is sitting a Jewish
tradition? We need to rethink the sedentary
nature of synagogue culture!

There is a lot we can do. The rabbis of
old sanctioned swimming as a form of
exercise because it could possibly help one

save one’s own life or the
life of someone else.
Swimming, it can be said
with some authority, is a
Jewish sport. If exercise,
in general, helps makes
us fit and thereby live
longer, shouldn’t a
whole array of sports and exercise routines
be viewed as “healthy” and life-giving?

I have also been focusing on our syna-
gogue/prayer activities: sit, stand, three
ankle lifts during the Amidah, hands over
our heads to lift the Torah, bowing straight
ahead for Aleinu, leaning to the left and
the right for Kaddish and more. I recently
put together an exercise routine I called
“Torah-cize” using the above components.
Maybe we should have Torah-cizing before
services; maybe we ought to do Torah-cize
after two hours of sitting at a Board meet-
ing. It would be fun, refreshing and healthy.

Marc and I are now developing two
more programs: one on aging (The 80s
are the New 60s) and one on “Judaism,
Sexuality and Spirituality!” Dates TBA in
the spring.

Now that 2012 is here, let’s take a con-
gregational vow. Not only will we try to live
good Jewish lives, we also commit our-
selves to healthier living. Indeed, health
and Torah should go together and not be
in opposition with one another!

Wishing all of you a happy and healthy
2012!

Rabbi Lance J. Sussman, Ph.D.

Rabbi Lance Sussman

CANTOR’S MESSAGE

8th annual 
Tu BiShvat Seder
Friday, February 3 at 7:15 p.m.

The first Tu BiShvat Seder took place
nearly 500 years ago in Tzvat, Israel. The
Kabbalists developed the ritual to deepen
the ancient connection between human
beings and the created world.

Thirty years ago, leaders of the Jewish
Environmental Movement reframed the Tu
BiShvat Seder to address contemporary

issues of reducing waste
and pollution and focus
on local agriculture and
sustainable farming. This
year, members of KI’s
Confirmation Academy
will give the Tu BiShvat
Seder their own twist -
adding creative readings and narratives
designed to inspire greener living at KI and
home. Please join us for this innovative
evening of Environmental Justice and
Spirituality, and delicious fruits!

Cantor Amy Levy

Cantor Amy Levy

Center City Lunch ‘n’ Learn
Third Thursday (usually) of
September–May     Noon to 1:30 p.m.

Join Rabbi Lance Sussman in Center
City for the series, “The Prophetic Message,”
continuing on January 19 and February 16.
Lunch will be provided ($10/person). 

To volunteer to host one of these ses-
sions at your office, to join the e-mail notifi-
cation list, and/or to RSVP (by the day
before at noon), contact (215)887-8702 or
Barbara@kenesethisrael.org

All are welcome. No prior knowledge of
Hebrew necessary.
January 19 – “Isaiah: The Covenant with
David and Jerusalem”
February 16 – “Jeremiah: Prophet of Doom”
March 15 – “Second Isaiah: Message of Hope”
April 19 – “Ezekiel: Envisioning the Future”
May 17 – “The End of Prophecy”

“Shira Star” awarded to
Sonnie Katz

Join us as at
Shabbat Services on
Friday, February 24 at
8:00 p.m. as we cele-
brate Jewish music
month and give our
first “Shira Star”
award to Sonnie Katz,
a committed volun-
teer for our Sacred
Music Program.

Sonnie and Bob Katz have been mem-
bers of KI for almost ten years. It’s hard to
imagine the place without their efforts in
every area of the synagogue. Sonnie served
as chair of the Sacred Music Committee for
the past 5 years. She serves with great com-
mitment and hard work. She rallies our
committee and our community to enthusi-
astically attend and support Sacred Music
Programming. She is always a strong leader,
and guides and teaches other members how
to be great volunteers. It’s time to thank
Sonnie for all of her time, love, and devo-
tion to KI, to my work, and to Sacred Music.

The Adult Volunteer Choir will sing the
works of American Jewish composers of the
20th and 21st centuries…beautiful
melodies and harmonies — just like the
gifts of Sonnie Katz to KI.

Cantor Amy Levy

Sonnie Katz will receive
the Shira Star Award
at Shabbat Services on
Friday February 24.



Shabbat Worship Schedule
Friday, January 6
Shabbat Vayehi – Genesis 47:28
5:45 p.m. Tot Shabbat
7:15 p.m. Family Shabbat Service
Saturday, January 7
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Friday, January 13
Shabbat Shemot – Exodus 1:1
8:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service “Martin
Luther King and the Jews”
Saturday, January 14
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Friday, January 20
Shabbat Vaera – Exodus 6:2
8:00 p.m. Sabbath for the Soul
Saturday, January 21
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:00 a.m. Jr. Congregation
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah of Benjamin Max Shatoff
2:00 p.m. Rydal Park Service
5:30 p.m. Havdalah Service
Bar Mitzvah of Austin Lee Adler
Friday, January 27
Shabbat Bo – Exodus 10:1
6:00 p.m. Blue Bell Shabbat Service
8:00 p.m. EP Shabbat Evening Service
Saturday, January 28
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah of Zachary Reed Berman
5:30 p.m. Havdalah Service led by 4th Grade
Friday, February 3
Shabbat Beshalah – Exodus 13:17
5:45 p.m. Tot Shabbat
7:15 p.m. Tu BiShvat Seder & Service
Saturday, February 4
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service led by 3rd
Grade
Friday, February 10
Shabbat Yitro – Exodus 18:1
6:00 p.m. Blue Bell Shabbat Service
8:00 p.m. EP Shabbat Evening Service
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Service Schedule continued on next page

TORAH TIME
SHABBAT READINGS
Jan. – Feb., 2012/5772

Judaism is a religion of “the Book.” Every
Shabbat and holiday is punctuated with a
selection from the Torah and related portions
from other sections of the Tanach (the
Hebrew Bible). The following includes cita-
tions for the reading of Scripture in the syna-
gogue for the month ahead as well as a brief
summary of the parashot and haftarot. For
more extensive investigation of the weekly
Torah portion, please consider attending KI’s
lively Torah Study Havurah, which meets
every Saturday morning in the synagogue
Library at 9:00 a.m. and is led by our rab-
binic staff.

Rabbi Lance J. Sussman, Ph.D.

Vayechi
January 7 12 Tevet
Gen. 47:28 I Kings 2:1
Plaut, p.302/304 Plaut, p.359/323

In this final reading from the Book of
Genesis, we learn of the deaths of Jacob and
Joseph. Jacob’s blessing of Joseph’s children,
Ephraim and Manasseh, are recreated in tra-
ditional homes on Erev Shabbat. The body
of Jacob, as promised, is returned to
Canaan. Joseph’s burial in the Promised
Land, however, is delayed until the time of
the Exodus. Just as the Torah portion
reports the death of Jacob, so the Haftarah
describes the death of David and Solomon’s
succession to the throne of Israel
Shemot
January 14 19 Tevet
Ex. 1:1 Isaiah 27:6
Plaut, p.382/343 Plaut, p.692/375

In the dramatic opening portion of the
second book of the Torah, we learn that “a
new king who knew not Joseph” now rules
over Egypt. Among the enslaved Hebrews, the
prophet Moses is born, rescued by a princess
and called to lead his people out of Egypt. In
the Haftarah, the prophet Isaiah attempts to
convey to the people his confidence that his
generation will be redeemed from the
Assyrians just as an earlier generation had
been saved from the hand of the Egyptians.
Vaera
January 21 26 Tevet
Ex. 6:2 Ezekiel 28:25
Plaut, p.419/379 Plaut, p.696/401

Although this portion begins with a
continuation of the revelation of the four-

letter name of God, it mostly describes the
first six plagues. Despite the suffering of the
Egyptian people, the heart of the Pharaoh
remains hardened and the contest between
Moses and the ruler of Egypt continues. In
the Haftarah, the prophet Ezekiel assures
his contemporaries that just as the
Egyptians had been humbled in the time
of Moses, so they again would be defeated
by an act of divine intervention.
Bo
January 28 4 Shevat
Ex. 10:1 Jeremiah 46:13
Plaut, p.448/405 Plaut, p.700/427

This portion concludes the story of the
Ten Plagues and then describes the institu-
tion of the Passover (Ex.12). The first major
work of rabbinic literature, the Mekilta,
begins its commentary on this text. Bo also
describes the “going out of Egypt” and
includes the instruction to tell one’s chil-
dren of this event, the textual basis of the
Passover Seder. Again, in this Haftarah a
prophet (in this case, Jeremiah, who lived
to see the destruction of Jerusalem in 586
BCE) preaches against Egypt and predicts
its defeat in the near future.
Beshalach - Shabbat Shirah
February 4 11 Shevat
Ex. 13:17 Judges 4:4
Plaut, p.478/431 Plaut, p.703/462

Beshalach, (“and (Pharaoh) sent the
people (out of Egypt)”) includes a dramat-
ic description of the flight of the Hebrews
and the magnificent “Song of the Sea.”

The song includes the words of “Mi
Kamocha” (Ex. 15:10) which appears
after the Shema in the Jewish prayer book
as restatement of the historical basis of
Israel’s faith in redemption. On the other
side of the sea they are given manna and
“water from the rock” and they encounter
the hateful Amalekites. The Haftarah
includes the “Song of Deborah” as a par-
allel to the “Song of the Sea.” Many liter-
ary students of the Bible consider
“Deborah’s Song” to be the oldest text in
the Hebrew canon.
Yitro
February 11 18 Shevat
Ex. 18:1 Isaiah 6:1
Plaut, p.508/468 Plaut, p.710/507

Yitro, named after Moses’s father-in-law,
includes the encampment at Mount Sinai

Torah Time continued on next page 
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and Moses going up the mountain to receive
the Ten Commandments. This portion, with
its dramatic portrayal of Matan Torah (the
giving of the Torah) is one of the best known
in all of world literature. It is not only read
on this Shabbat but on the holiday of
Shavuot as well. The Ten Commandments
are universally considered to be a foundation
text for world civilization. Just as Yitro tells of
the revelation at Sinai, so does the Haftarah
continue the great theophany in the Book of
Isaiah. Isaiah overhears God speaking with
the seraphim in the heavenly Temple and
then receives his own commission to be
God’s spokesman for Israel and Jerusalem.
Mishpatim
February 18 25 Shevat
Ex. 21:1 Jeremiah 34:8
Plaut, p.566/511 Plaut, p.714/539

The first major legal section in the
Torah, Mishpatim (Ordinances), begins
with a detailed summary of the Hebrew
laws of indentured servitude. A significant
portion of Mishpatim focuses on property
law and moral offences. Exodus 23:4-5

requires that even the property of “one’s
enemy” must be fully respected! Verse 19 in
the same chapter includes the instruction
“not to seethe a kid in its mother’s milk,”
understood by the rabbis as the illustration
of a general law prohibiting the mixture of
milk and meat. The Haftarah, from the
Book of Jeremiah (6th c. BCE), returns to
the initial topic, the treatment of slaves and
their proper manumission.
Terumah
February 25 2 Adar
Ex. 25:1 I Kings 5:26
Plaut, p.604/543 Plaut, p. 17/559

In this portion, extensive instructions are
given as to the construction of the original
sanctuary in the desert (the “Mishkan” in
Hebrew). Exodus 25:2 directs Moses to col-
lect donations for the sanctuary only from
those “whose heart is willing,” an elegant
reminder of the need for selfless support of
communal religious life. Exodus 25:8
includes the often quoted verse, “Make Me a
sanctuary that I may dwell among them.”
Significantly, the Torah does not say to build
a sanctuary so that God can dwell “in it,”

but rather points to the utilitarian function
of sacred space in religious life. The Haftarah
offers a detailed report on how Solomon
built the Temple of Jerusalem (10th c. BCE).
Tetzaveh
March 3 9 Adar
Ex. 27:20 Ezekiel 43:10
Plaut, p.618/561 Plaut, p.719/577

Tetzaveh (“You shall command”) begins
with the instruction to set up an eternal
light in the Sanctuary. Most of the portion,
however, describes the special clothing of
the priests of ancient Israel, including the
ephod (“a short close-fitting coat”), breast-
plate, robe and mitre. Exodus 29 (like
Leviticus 8) describes the ritual ordained for
the consecration of the priests and is fol-
lowed by a brief discussion of the daily sac-
rifices. The Haftarah, from the Book of
Ezekiel (6th c. BCE), includes one of the
prophet’s visions of a rebuilt Sanctuary. It
was destroyed in 587 BCE by the
Babylonians, and the surviving Judean lead-
ership was exiled to central Mesopotamia.
*Pages in G. Plaut’s The Torah: A Modern
Commentary (1981)/Revised (2005)

Torah Time continued from page 4

Saturday, February 11
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah of Lucas Mordechai Tischler
5:30 p.m. Havdalah Service
Bat Mitzvah of Dana Morgan Silverman
Friday, February 17
Shabbat Mishpatim – Exodus 21:1
8:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service
Saturday, February 18
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Friday, February 24
Shabbat Terumah – Exodus 25:1
8:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service
Saturday, February 25
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
B’nai Mitzvah of Alison Rebecca Rosenfeld &
Joshua Matthew Rosenfeld
2:00 p.m. Rydal Park Service
5:30 p.m. Havdalah Service
Bat Mitzvah of Alexa Martha Rawa
Friday, March 2
Shabbat Tetzaveh – Exodus 27:20
5:45 p.m. Tot Shabbat
7:15 p.m. Family Shabbat Service led by 5th Grd.

Our next
Sabbath for the

Soul will take
place on Friday

January 20,
2012. Services
at 8 pm, pre-

ceded by wine
tasting in the

lobby.

Service Schedule continued from page 4
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PRESCHOOL
NEWS

The holidays are over
and I am feeling rejuve-
nated. Even though it is
dark and gloomy outside
there’s something exciting about a new year
and the feeling of new beginnings. The chil-
dren are back in the classroom and of
course, are filled with lots of energy. This
year we had wonderful new ideas and pro-
grams and I know the second half of the
school year will be just as terrific as the first.

We created the KIKLIQUE Facebook
page. This idea came from a group of
moms who discussed with me how we can
get more families involved. This page is a
great resource for parents. We had discus-
sions ranging from where to get a child’s
haircut to finding a baby nurse. Families
used the page to create opportunities for
mom’s night out and play dates at the
Please Touch Museum. Another “new” this
year was our first pot luck dinner. We used
Sign up Genius and it was a huge success.
Over 95 guests enjoyed a Shabbat dinner
together. Parents loved the cost effective-
ness of this program. The number one
feedback, was what fun everyone had try-
ing a variety of food. We have an Around
the World Potluck scheduled for January
and are planning an Israeli Potluck
Shabbat for Yom Haatzmaut.

For Jewish Global Learning Day in
November, we hosted a Sunday morning in
the Preschool. Several parents and grand-
parents shared bedtime stories and every-
one participated in a learning session with
Rabbi Rigler on bedtime rituals. We then
decorated a picture frame with the Shema
and enjoyed a yummy snack. I think the
parents had more fun decorating than the
children! In the next few weeks we will
introduce Activit-e to our families. This is a
web based program where parents can see
and order pictures of their children; read
their teachers’ newsletters, download forms
and the school calendar and much more.

The Preschool is working hard to keep
up with the changes in education and par-
ent communication. It’s a new year and ter-
rific things are happening at our Preschool. 

Beth
Beth K. Berman, M.S., Ed. 

Director of Early Childhood Education

Beth Berman

     

Community Interfaith Thanksgiving

The annual Cheltenham
Township Interfaith
Thanksgiving services took
place at KI. Both Shir Joy and
the Adult Choir participated
in the service.
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NEWS

Join Our KI Family
Retreat

The KI Family Retreat is scheduled for the
last weekend in February.Whether or not
you think of yourself as “campy” this retreat
is the single best way for adults and kids to
make connections with other KI families.
The weekend begins with Shabbat dinner
and goes through Sunday morning. Second
grade and older kids sleep in cabins with
their peers. The adults are free to socialize
with each other and the KI clergy. We vary
activities from Jewish programming to
sports, arts and crafts, and family bonding. If
the weather cooperates, the highlight of the
trip is always sledding down camp’s “chapel
hill.” Teenagers and experienced camp coun-
selors join in the fun and help watch the stu-
dent campers. Parents can relax and get
some much needed down time with each
other. The weekend provides an opportunity

to see our Reform
Movement’s Camp
Harlam, but that is not the
goal of the weekend.

Families, who attended
the Family Retreat in the
past, have seen a change in
their relationship with the
synagogue. Their kids have felt more comfort-
able in school and they were able to meet
other parents and talk to families they might
not have otherwise gotten to know. There is
limited financial assistance available for fami-
lies who have not been on the retreat before.
We hope that you will try to join us - if not for
the weekend - then just for Saturday.

The retreat is open to families who are
members of KI and is geared toward those
with children in our elementary religious
school program.

See you at Camp Harlam on February
24-26, 2012.

Rabbi Stacy Eskovitz Rigler
Director of Religious Education

Rabbi Stacy Rigler

KI families made a Menorah
and heard Hanukkah stories
during the Temple Judea
Museum and Meyers Library
Hanukkah Program on
December 11.

MENORAH MAKING

Yehuda Amichai
Celebrated

KI will celebrate the most beloved
Israeli Hebrew poet, Yehuda Amichai, at
Shabbat Services on Friday, February 17 at
8:00 pm. His poetry will be read through-
out the service and Rabbi Sussman will give
an illustrated presentation on Amichai, the
citizen poet.

Yehuda Amichai, who died in 2000,
was born in Germany and immigrated to
Israel as a young child. He fought in World
War II, the Israeli War for Independence,
the Sinai War and the Yom Kippur War. Yet,
his most famous poems are about peace
and love.  In 1994 when Yitzhak Rabin and
Shimon Peres received the Nobel Peace
Prize with Yasir Arafat, Amichai read his
poem “Wildpeace” and Rabin read
Amichai’s “God Has Pity on Kindergarten
Children”. Although his poems frequently
speak to the preciousness of private experi-
ences in times of war, he is considered a
playful and mischievous poet who takes
great delight in inventive metaphor. His
poetry reflects his Jewish heritage and learn-
ing, and his personal quarrel with God.
Above all, Amichai speaks to the human
condition. There is a story that when Israeli
students were called up for the Yom Kippur
War, they packed their Amichai poems
along with their guns - not for courage, but
to stay human. Today he remains the most
translated Israeli poet since King David.

HAVE YOUR NAME
EMBROIDERED 

ON THE SHABBAT
TABLECLOTH 
Wish your friends 
“Shabbat Shalom”

The embroidered cloth adorns one of
the tables during the Oneg Shabbat. 
It’s a lovely sentiment and KI is the
beneficiary of the funds raised from
this project.
Many congregants have already sup-
ported this endeavor. Please consider
joining them. $25 per line. For infor-
mation call Babe Hernes 215-379-5438
or Doris Parker 215-886-9267.
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From the Museum

The Temple Judea
Museum is starting the New
Year with three stimulating
programs that elaborate
upon themes in our current exhibition,
WORDworks. Cure your winter doldrums
by joining us on both Sunday January 22
and Sunday February 5.

Join the TJ Museum, KI Archives and the
Meyers library on January 22 for two wonder-
ful programs. “How Do We Preserve
Memory? The Art of the Personal Memoir”
begins at 10:30 am. Join us as we take a multi-
disciplinary journey into our collective past.
Lynn Rosen, Chair of the Meyers Library and
Director of Graduate Publishing Programs at
Rosemont College will offer introductory
remarks about the memoir as a literary genre.
KI Archives committee members will speak
about some of the many KI memories that are
preserved in our nearly 200 year old archives,
and a few congregants will read selections
from the Meyers Library’s memoir collection.
The program will end with everyone partici-
pating in a brief memoir writing exercise. Of
course, food is essential to a fun time so we
will begin with bagels and coffee at 10:30
a.m., followed by the program at 11:00 a.m.

Following our memoir program, and
before our afternoon program, we will enjoy
a Friends’ of the Temple Judea Museum
Light Brunch at 12:15 p.m. Brunch is free for
TJM Friends and is $10.00 for all others.
RESERVATIONS ARE A MUST. Our second
program of the day, “Readings, Musings and
Memories by SOUNDworks Narrators —
The SOUNDworks Project” will begin at
1:15 p.m.

WORDworks exhibition visitors to the
TJMuseum gallery are treated to
SOUNDworks, a looped recording of KI
members reading from their favorite pas-
sages. Come and meet our readers and hear
their touching, fun and unusual reasons for
their choices. To name just two, anyone
lucky enough to hear our own KI executive
director, Brian Rissinger read from Bereshit,
the Creation story, or KI Rabbi Lance
Sussman, reading Israel’s Declaration of
Independence, has to be moved. PLEASE
bring your own favorite written passages to
share. Curator Marlene Adler, working with
the help of Norman Olson, is to be thanked

TJ Museum continued at right

for bringing this project to fruition.
• To reserve for bunch contact us at:

TJMuseum@kenesethisrael.org, 215-
887-2027.

• Remember Reservations Are Required
For Brunch

On Sunday February 5, from 1:00 – 3:00
p.m. we will celebrate the closing of
WORDworks with, “CURATORIAL CON-
VERSATION: A free-wheeling, illustrated
exploration of the wide world of a curator’s
work, from auctions to historic preservation;
museum exhibitions to collecting; from the
legal to the laudable and even the laughable.

Our panelists are especially qualified
for this presentation and they are each
entertaining and lively public speakers:

Emily Cooperman, M.S., Ph. D., is the
Principal of ARCH Preservation Consulting,
and is an architectural and landscape histo-
rian and historic preservation consultant.
She worked with Beth Sholom Congregation
since 2005 to direct the Frank Lloyd Wright
Visitor Center project.

Aaron Goldblatt, BFA, MFA, is Partner,
Metcalfe Architecture & Design.

Previously, Aaron was responsible for

the design of all exhibits at the Please
Touch Museum and served as the Director
of Exhibits for the Academy of Natural
Sciences. He is an adjunct professor of
Museum Studies at the University of the
Arts. Among his prize winning projects is
the fascinating and fun “Tree Canopy
Walk” at Morris Arboretum.

Judith Blumberg Maslin, M. A. in Art
History was the Founding Director/Curator
of TJMuseum (1984-1996). She is the
author of, “Golden Hands: The Secular and
Sacred Legacy of Daniel Blumberg,” 2011.
She is a freelance art lecturer and teacher and
has lectured throughout the world on Jewish
art. She was a researcher at the Philadelphia
Museum of Art from 1981-1984 and
researched and wrote the catalogue essay on
biblical tiles for “Dutch Tiles”, 1984.

Join us on January 22 and February 5.
You will certainly start 2012 both educated
and entertained.

March calendar update: Uncommon
Threads, the museum’s spring exhibition,
opens with a public program Sunday
March 11th at 3:00 p.m.

Rita Rosen Poley
Museum Curator/Director

Museum continued

Karen Schain Schloss(l) and
Rita Poley(r) welcome Judy

Maslin at the November pro-
gram, where she spoke about

her book, Golden Hands.

Artist, Ricky Lent, displays her mosaic tile pic-
ture for the Religious School entrance to KI.

MOSAIC & MASLIN
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From The Meyers Library

The Meyers Library is a
busy place this winter. Our
activities and normal busi-
ness hours are in place. Five
Preschool classes visit the library each week
for a story hour. Religious School students
and faculty come to the library for assistance
with lessons and assignments. Patrons bor-
row and return books; and our book carts
are brought to Friday evening services each
week. In fact, the library is much busier in
the winter than during the summer.

On Sunday morning January 22 at 10:30
a.m. the Meyers Library, Temple Judea
Museum, and the KI Archives sponsor
“Storytelling: The Art of Personal Memoir.”
Library Chairperson, Lynn Rosen will dis-
cuss the literary genre of Memoir. Author,
Nomi Saunders will lead an exercise for par-
ticipants to begin to write their own mem-
oirs, and volunteers from the KI Archives
will share treasures from the KI collection.
Please join us for this free program.

The first of our Sunday Morning Author
Brunches takes place on Sunday January 29
at 10:00 a.m. in the library. A different author
will be featured at each brunch. Other Author
Brunches are scheduled for March 25 and
May 6. Refreshments will be served.

On Sunday morning February 26, The
Bible Players will entertain students in the
Religious School with their humorous and
educational versions of stories from the
Torah. This is the group’s first appearance
in the Philadelphia area.
Future Library Events

Save Tuesday evening March 13 for a
very special cooking demonstration and
cookbook display. Diane Ackerman, the
author of The Zookeeper’s Wife will talk
about her recent book, One Hundred

Names for Love on Wednesday evening
April 18 at 7:00 p.m. Books will be available
for purchase. Call Ellen at 215-887-8700
x122 to help with any of these programs.
Check e-KI and the KI website for details
about these and other library programs.
New Books and More New Books: 

The Meyers library is continually updat-
ing our collection of books for both children
and adults. In order to share our newest
acquisitions with the KI community, we now
list these titles on e-KI and the KI Website.
We also post notices on the KI Facebook
page. If you would like to receive informa-
tion on new acquisitions, library events and
updates please send your email address to
library@kenesethisrael.org. and ask to be
added to our special Meyers Library list.
Become A Library Volunteer.

We need You! The Meyers Library is a
wonderful resource, with a huge selection
of books for your reading and research, a
comfortable environment, and good cof-
fee! Join the friendly volunteers who keep
our library up to date! If you’d like to vol-
unteer, e-mail library@kenesethisrael.org or
call: 215-887-8700, x 122.

Remember that the Meyers Library is a
wireless computer zone. Bring your laptop;
enjoy a cup of gourmet coffee and explore the
latest book arrivals. Make the KI Library your
home away from home. The Meyers library is
THE place to be. Visit us soon. The library is
open on Tuesday and Wednesday from 10
am to 4 pm. (6 pm when Religious School is
in session.) and on Thursday from 10 am to 1
pm. It is also open on Sunday morning from
9:30 am to 12:30 PM whenever Religious
School is in session. Visit our book carts
Friday evenings before and after services.

Ellen Tilman
Director of Library Service

Adult Education Programs
Please be part of the community of learn-
ers and friends
Songs You Thought You Knew
Richard Kaufman – Thursday, January 5 at

11:00 a.m.
Maimonides Café
Facilitator - Caryl Levin – Thursday,

January 5 at 11:30 a.m.
Metallic Blues (movie)
Facilitator — Linda Nesvisky 

Thursday, January 19 at 11:15 a.m.
Hebrew: Advanced Beginners
Sefer Ha’aggadah: The Book of

Legends – Rabbi Rav Soloff 
Every Wednesday from January 25 to
April 4 at 10:00 a.m.

The List by Martin Fletcher
Facilitated by Bev Cohen 

Thursday, January 26 at 11:15 a.m.
Maimonides Café
Facilitator — Rabbi Kevin Kleinman 

Thursday, February 2 at 11:15 a.m.
Tin Men (movie)
Facilitator — Isaak Kruger 

Thursday, February 16 at 7:30 p.m.
Garbo Talks: A Tribute to Sidney Lumet
(movie)
Facilitator — Evonne Kruger 

Thursday, February 23 at 7:30 p.m.
Maimonides Café
Thursday, March 1 at 11:15 a.m.

KI GIFT SHOP
Look for a new and interesting way to

buy Judaica from our KI Gift Shop. After
dropping the kids off at Religious School,
come in and shop ON LINE! Easy for you
and easy for KI. 
Our hours are the same: Tuesdays 4:00-
7:00 p.m. and Sundays 9:00 a.m. – 1:30
p.m. (when school is in session). We want
to be your shopping home.
THANK YOU FOR THINKING KI FIRST.

Share Your Simchas
at an Oneg Shabbat

CALL THE KI OFFICE 
215-887-8700

Israeli Scholar Speaks on
Maps and Religion

Professor Zur Shalev, of the University
of Haifa in Israel will speak on “Mapping
the Bible in the Age of Discovery” on
Thursday, February 9, 7:00 pm as part of
the Katz Center for Advanced Judaic
Studies Jewish Studies at the University of
Pennsylvania. This program will take place
at KI. It is free and open to the public.

Belief, devotion and exegesis are not nor-

mally associated with maps. In this lecture,
Zur Shalev demonstrates that for Europeans
in the 16th and 17th centuries, mapping and
religion were related. Geographical discoveries
and new navigational techniques were deeply
embedded in the biblical scholarship and the
religious practices and tensions of the time.

Shalev teaches early modern European
history at the University of Haifa. He has
published works on geography, cartography,
travel, pilgrimage, Hebraism, and
Orientalism.
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LIFE CYCLES
MAZEL TOV TO THE FOLLOWING 
CONGREGANTS ON THEIR SPECIAL
SIMCHAS...
Births
CARLI ALINA CANTOR, daughter of Frank & Cheri
Simmons Cantor, granddaughter of our members
Janet & Michael Simmons
JORDAN LILY KRISBERGH, daughter of Jonathan &
Rachel Krisbergh, granddaughter of our members
Audrey & Hal Krisbergh
REUBEN ELIAS STONE WEISS, son of Daniel &
Debbie Stone Weiss, grandson of our members
Barbara & Richard Weiss
Bar/Bat Mitzvah
Saturday, January 21, 2012
BENJAMIN MAX SHATOFF, son of Meredith and
Michael Shatoff
AUSTIN LEE ADLER, son of Marlene and Marc Adler
Saturday, January 28
ZACHARY REED BERMAN, son of Karen and 
David Berman
Saturday, February 11, 2012
LUCAS MORDECHAI TISCHLER, son of Lisa and
John Tischler
DANA MORGAN SILVERMAN, daughter of Marissa
and Jeffrey Silverman
Saturday, February 25
ALISON REBECCA ROSENFELD & JOSHUA
MATTHEW ROSENFELD, daughter and son of
Stefanie Rosenfeld and Michael Rosenfeld
Weddings
ALLISON KIRKMAN & MATTHEW BROOKMAN,
Matthew is the son of our members, Marc & Andrea
Brookman and the brother of our member, Andrew
(Jody) Brookman

My name is Austin Lee
Adler. My Bar Mitzvah is
January 21, 2012.

For my Mitzvah Project
I worked with Restoration
Volunteer for the Friends
of the Wissahickon: Valley Green Trail
Maintenance. I did invasive weed removal,
planting (reforestation) and clean-up. 

I attend Abington Junior High School.
My hobbies and favorite sports include
baseball, skateboarding, ice hockey, ice
skating, hiking, art and playing music.

My parents are Marlene and Marc Adler

My name is Zachary
Reed Berman. I like to be
called Zach. My Bar Mitzvah
is January 28, 2012.

For my Mitzvah
Project, I held a food drive
to collect canned goods for
Philabundance, which feeds 65,000 people
per week in the Delaware Valley. My goal
was to collect 200 pounds of food.

I attend Murray Avenue Middle School
in the Lower Moreland School District. My
hobbies include hanging out with friends,
riding my bike and football catches. I also
enjoy spending time with my family.

I am involved in soccer, baseball, foot-
ball and basketball. Baseball is my favorite.
I want to be a Major League player one
day. That’s my dream!

My parents are Karen and David
Berman and my sister is Madison.

My name is Benjamin
Max Shatoff, I like to be
called Ben. My Bar Mitzvah
is January 21, 2012.

For my Mitzvah Project I
am selling soft pretzels and
giving all the proceeds to both the Eye
Tumor Research Foundation and the Ronald
McDonald House Charities. I am a survivor
of bilateral retinoblastoma and my mom is a
survivor of unilateral retinoblastoma.

I am in the 7th grade at Cedarbrook
Middle school. I love karate. I really like
using the computer at home and learning
new things. I also like to watch TV.

My parents are Meredith and Michael
Shatoff.

My name is Dana
Morgan Silverman. My
Bat Mitzvah is February 11,
2011.

For my Mitzvah
Project I participated in
Paws for the Cause. This is a dog walk
that raises money for the Fox Chase
Cancer Center for cancer research.

I attend Abington Jr. High School.
My hobbies are listening to music,

hanging out with friends, shopping, 
playing sports, and playing with my dog.

My favorite sports are soccer and 
basketball.

My parents are Missy and Jeff
Silverman.

Mazel Tov to our Bar/Bat Mitzvah Students

WE MARK WITH SORROW THE
PASSING OF...
JACK GLASS, husband of our member Marlene
Glass, father of our members, Sherri (Eric)
Lampert, step-father of our members, Aaron
Krauss and Josh (Jen) Krauss and Rebecca
(Robert) LePierre
MARJORIE SELZER, mother of our member
Richard (Mimi) Selzer
HAROLD FINKELMAN, husband of our member
Jan Finkelman
GLADYS SEGAL, she was our member

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HONOR A LOVED ONE?
Join members of our congregation who choose to support KI by celebrating a loved

one, or an occasion or life in general, by being a part of our beautiful Simcha Wall.

CONGREGANTS IN THE NEWS
Joan Myerson Shrager, KI member, digital artist and co-founder of The Stained Glass

Project in the After School Program of First United Methodist Church of Germantown
accompanied the Stained Glass Kids to New Orleans. Shrager has taught stained glass art
with Paula Tracton Mandel, sister of KI member, Keith Tracton, to Germantown High
School students for the past 6 years. Last year 18 windows were sent to a school for Aids
Orphans in KwaNgcolosi, South Africa. This year’s windows, recently displayed at LOVE
Park Visitor Center, then at Independence Mall Visitor Center for four months, were hand
delivered by the Philadelphia student artists to The Morris Jeff Community School in New
Orleans in December. 
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NO Religious School
Building closed

7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsal

4:30 p.m.
Religious School
6:00 p.m.
Confirmation Academy
& Dinner

11:30 a.m.
Adult Ed. 
Maimonides Café
3:00 p.m.  KIFTY Event
4:00 p.m.  Blue Bell
Religious School
7:30 p.m.
Executive Comm. Mtg.

4:00 p.m.
RAC trip leaving KI
5:45 p.m.
Tot Shabbat
6:15 p.m.
Family Shabbat Dinner
7:15 p.m.
Family Shabbat
Service

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Morning
Service

9:30 a.m.
Religious School
10:00 a.m.
WRJ Board Mtg.
11:30 a.m.
Tefillot
12:00 noon
Shir Joy Rehearsal

4:00 p.m.
RAC Trip returning to
KI
7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsal

4:30 p.m.
Religious School
5:40 p.m.
Learners Minyan
6:00 p.m.
Confirmation Academy
& Dinner
7:00 p.m.
Brotherhood Mtg.

11:00 a.m.
TJ Museum Program

11:00 a.m.
Friends of Museum
Prog.
3:00 p.m.  KIFTY Event
4:00 p.m.
Blue Bell Religious
School
7:00 p.m.     Religious
Practices Meeting

8:00 p.m.
Shabbat Evening
Service

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Morning
Service

Building Closed – 
MLK Weekend
9:30 a.m.
Religious School @
AJR

NO Preschool & Infant
Center
Building Closed – MLK

4:30 p.m.
Religious School
6:00 p.m.
Confirmation Academy
& Dinner

11:30 a.m.
Adult Ed. Program
12:00 noon
CC Lunch ‘n’ Learn
3:00 p.m.  KIFTY Event
4:00 p.m.    Blue Bell
Religious School
7:30 p.m.
Board of Trustees Mtg.

8:00 p.m.
Sabbath for the Soul

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study Havurah
10:00 a.m.
Jr. Congregation
10:30 a.m.  Shabbat
Morning Service
2:00 p.m.
Rydal Park Service
5:30 p.m.
Havdalah Service

9:30 a.m.  Rel. School
2nd Grade Family Ed
10:30 a.m.   Museum,
Library & Archives Prog.
12:00 noon
Shir Joy Rehearsal
1:00 p.m.
TJ Museum Program
6:00 p.m.  KIFTY Event

7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsal

4:30 p.m.
Religious School
5:40 p.m.
Learners Minyan
6:00 p.m.
Confirmation Academy
& Dinner

10:00 a.m.
Adult Ed. Program

11:30 a.m.
Adult Ed. Program
3:00 p.m.
KIFTY Event
4:00 p.m.
Blue Bell Religious
School

6:00 p.m.
Blue Bell Shabbat
Evening Service
8:00 p.m.
EP Shabbat Evening
Service

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m.   Shabbat
Morning Service
5:30 p.m.   4th grade
Havdalah Service
6:00 p.m.   Shul-in
7:00 p.m.
Preschool Sleepy Time &
Lullabies w/Cantor Levy

9:30 a.m.
Religious School
Author’s Program
9:45 a.m.
Rel. Sch. Comm. Mtg.
12:00 noon
Shir Joy Rehearsal
3:00 p.m.
Music Arts Concert

7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsal

4:30 p.m.
Religious School
6:00 p.m.
Confirmation Academy
& Dinner

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Keneseth Israel Phone Directory
Administrative Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .887-8700
Rabbinic Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .887-8702
Religious School Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .887-8704
Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .887-1070
Preschool  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .885-2425
Museum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .887-2027
Gift Shop  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .884-4364
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10:00 a.m.
Adult Ed. Program

11:15 a.m.
Maimonides Café
3:00 p.m.
KIFTY Event
4:00 p.m.
Blue Bell Religious
School
7:30 p.m.
Adult Ed.

5:45 p.m.
Tot Shabbat
6:15 p.m.
Family Shabbat Dinner
7:15 p.m.
Tu BiShvat Seder &
Service

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Morning
Service – led by 3rd
grade
6:00 p.m.
Music Arts Program

9:30 a.m.
Religious School
10:00 a.m.
WRJ Board Mtg.
12:00 noon
Shir Joy Rehearsal
K & 1st grd Social Event
1:00 p.m.
Museum Closing Event
2:00 p.m.
2nd grade Social Event

7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsal

4:30 p.m.
Religious School
5:40 p.m.
Learners Minyan
6:00 p.m.
Confirmation Academy
& Dinner

Tu  
10:00 a.m.
Adult Ed. Program

3:00 p.m.
KIFTY Event
4:00 p.m.
Blue Bell Religious
School
7:00 p.m. 
CAJS Lecture

6:00 p.m.
Blue Bell Shabbat
Evening Service
8:00 p.m.
EP Shabbat Evening
Service

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Morning
Service
5:30 p.m.
Havdalah Service
6:00 p.m.
KIFTY Ice Skating

9:30 a.m.
Religious School
11:00 a.m.
Presch Character
Brunch
11:30 a.m.
Tefillot
12:00 noon
Shir Joy Rehearsal

7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsal

4:30 p.m.
Religious School
6:00 p.m.
Confirmation Academy
& Dinner
7:00 p.m.
Brotherhood Mtg.

10:00 a.m.
Adult Ed. Program
6:00 p.m.
Officers Mtg.
7:30 p.m.
Executive Comm. Mtg.

12:00 noon
Center City Lunch ‘n’
Learn
3:00 p.m.  KIFTY Event
4:00 p.m.
Blue Bell Religious
School
7:30 p.m.
Adult Ed. Prog.

Preschool & Infant
Center Closed
8:00 p.m.
Shabbat Evening
Service

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Morning
Service

Presidents Weekend
Building Closed

Building & Preschool &
Infant Center Closed
Presidents Weekend

4:30 p.m.
Religious School
5:45 p.m.
Learners Minyan
6:00 p.m.
Confirmation Academy
& Dinner
7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsal

10:00 a.m.
Adult Ed. Program

3:00 p.m.
KIFTY Event
4:00 p.m.
Blue Bell Religious
School
7:30 p.m.
Adult Ed. Program

Camp Harlam Retreat
8:00 p.m.
Shabbat Evening
Service honoring
Sonnie Katz

Camp Harlam Retreat
9:00 a.m.
Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m.   Shabbat
Morning Service
2:00 p.m.
Rydal Park Service
5:30 p.m.
Havdalah Service

Camp Harlam Retreat
9:30 a.m.
Religious School
12:00 noon
Shir Joy Rehearsal

7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsal

4:30 p.m.
Religious School
6:00 p.m.
Confirmation Academy
& Dinner

10:00 a.m.
Adult Ed. Program

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

Keneseth Israel Phone Directory
Administrative Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .887-8700
Rabbinic Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .887-8702
Religious School Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .887-8704
Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .887-1070
Preschool  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .885-2425
Museum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .887-2027
Gift Shop  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .884-4364




