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Reflections of a 
Joyous Celebration for
Rabbi Lance J. Sussman

An unprecedented number of KI mem-
bers participated in a four-day celebration
honoring the 10th anniversary of Rabbi
Lance J. Sussman as KI’s Senior Rabbi.
From beginning to end, there was truly
something for everyone - it all added up to
weekend not soon to be forgotten.

The initial planning began more than
eight months ago. I was honored to have
been named as Celebration Committee
chair, and was impressed with the number
of diverse, talented KI members who imme-
diately got involved. Through large commit-
tee meetings, sub-committees gatherings,
endless phone calls and countless emails, the
four-day celebration took shape. The diversi-
ty of this group was a testament to the broad
reach of Rabbi Sussman’s rabbinate and his
ability to touch so many lives.

The celebration began on Thursday
evening with a beautiful Donor Dessert
Reception at the home of Norma and
Arnold Meshkov, featuring a lovely dessert
buffet and a talk by Brandeis University
professor Stephen Whitfield, Ph.D. who
spoke on “American Jews and the Struggle
for Racial Justice”. The engaging and
provocative program, coordinated by Ellen
Sklaroff, was a fitting kick-off for the
upcoming celebration events.

Friday’s events began with a lovely
Donor Shabbat Dinner at the home of
Denise and Peter Soloff. The nearly 50
guests gathered for a wonderful dinner,
beautifully prepared by Denise. It was an
opportunity to socialize and offer a special
mazel tov to Rabbi Sussman and his fami-
ly on this milestone.

The Shabbat Service of Celebration,
coordinated by KI Past President Joyce
Fishbein, featured a sermon by Rabbi
David Ruderman, Ph.D., University of
Pennsylvania Professor of Modern Jewish

History and Director of Penn’s Center for
Advanced Judaic Studies, whose fascinating
sermon was entitled “The Sephardim of
Amsterdam: The Challenges of Modernity
for Jews Then and Now”. Both KI President
Peter Soloff and I offered tribute remarks
to Rabbi Sussman on this milestone.
Cantor Amy Levy and the choir presented
a musical tribute as well. The evening con-
cluded with a beautiful oneg, sponsored by
WRJ/KI and Brotherhood, and expertly
presented by Sonnie Katz.

Saturday’s Gala Celebration, meticulous-
ly coordinated by Jody Brookman and
Karen Langsfeld, drew more than 300
guests. The evening included terrific music
and food, beautiful centerpieces (created by
Joe Blatt and coordinated by Sonnie Katz)
and a silent auction overseen by Sharon
Buckingham. There was also a Tribute
Program for Rabbi Sussman, directed by
Ellen Warren and accompanied by Ellen
Bildersee on the piano which opened with
the KI Puppets and then song parodies writ-
ten by the Program Committee and sung by
all the guests. Highlights included “Lance-A-
Lot”, a parody written by Lois Singer and
performed by past and current Officers, and
a kick line (glitter top hats and all!) featur-
ing KI’s Staff and Past Presidents singing
“One Singular Sensation”, choreographed
by Charlotte Schwartz. Also, Rabbi Sussman
was given a commemorative artwork by
artist Mordechai Rosenstein. Giclees of the
artwork were also given to donors. It was a
joyous time for the KI community.

The weekend concluded on Sunday with
a festive Family Celebration, coordinated by
Mindi Roeser and Pam Saltzburg. There was
a concert, featuring Shir Joy, to honor Liz
Sussman for her decade of dedication to KI.
With songs, gifts and special tributes, it was
a fitting opportunity for the youngest of KI
to offer their mazel tovs to the Sussmans.
The day concluded with a fun pizza lunch,
sponsored by Aaron Krauss. 

Reflections continued on page 12
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Center City Lunch ‘n’ Learn
Third Thursday (usually) of
October–June   Noon to 1:30 p.m.

Join Rabbi Lance Sussman in Center City
for the last session of, “Jews, Judaism and
Art: A History.” Lunch will be provided
($10/person). To volunteer to host one of
these sessions at your office, to join the e-mail
notification list, and/or to RSVP (by the day
before at noon), contact (215)887-8702 or
Barbara@kenesethisrael.org

All are welcome. No prior knowledge of
Hebrew necessary.

June 16 - “Art and the Holocaust”

CANTOR’S MESSAGE

KI Members Share
their Musical Talent

Join us for a special Havdalah in the
Park with the “Jewveniles” band on
Saturday, July 23rd at 7:00 p.m.

It has been a fabulous year of Jewish
music and celebration at KI. I am thankful
to all of our amazing Jewish musical team
at KI: Jonathan M. Bowen, our organist and
choirmaster for his work with the Adult
Volunteer Choir, Ross M. Levy for enhanc-
ing our Family Service and Bar/Bat
Mitzvahs with his fabulous talent, Liz
Sussman for her uplifting spirit and beauti-
ful music with Shir Joy and Otzmat
Nashim, Larry Belitsky, for helping with
our Tot Shabbat services with his fun and
engaging spirit, and to Chana Rothman,
who taught music and led service at Blue
Bell with her sweet Jewish soul and amaz-
ing talent.

To all of you who supported Sacred
Music either as a performer or as a congre-
gant, I thank you for believing in the power

of Jewish music in our
lives. We are truly blessed
at KI to have such a tal-
ented team of Jewish
musicians. It is rare to
have, and we embrace it.
The extraordinary is the
ordinary at KI!

We have the Hebrew Hammers, a won-
derful band of our teen congregants, and
now I’ve created another band that you will
hear throughout the year—the Jewveniles!
You may have heard them at our Purim
celebration “Shushan Down the Shore”
performing our Beach music. The band
members are: Craig Reinheimer, bass,
Joanie Reinheimer and Ethyl Treatman
Burns, vocals, Rob Staples, percussion,
Michael Chauveau, drums, and Larry
Belitsky, guitar they are all fabulous!

You will have another opportunity to
hear them this summer at the Curtis
Arboretum on Saturday, July 23 at 7:00
p.m. bring your blankets and chill out
under the trees and with your KI friends!

Cantor Amy Levy

Cantor Amy Levy

RABBI’S MESSAGE

KI Shining in the
Summer Sun

The school year may have ended, but
things here at KI will still be going strong
throughout the summer. Our Religious
School students will get a much deserved
summer break from their rigorous Hebrew
and Judaic studies, so the hallways will be a
bit quieter during the week. However, our
prayer spaces will continue to be filled with
sacred music and special sermons during
Shabbat. Mark your calendars and be sure
to join us in the Chapel, the Sanctuary, and
even the Playscape!

We will kick off of our summer worship
schedule with our first KI Camp Harlam
Shabbat on June 3 at 7:15 p.m. This year
there will be 45 campers from KI attending
URJ Camp Harlam, our local Reform
Movement camp. We will have more
campers than any other synagogue. This is
due in no small part to the relationship we
have cultivated with camp over the years
and the contagious spirit that our students

bring back to our
Religious School year
after year, inspiring
more and more of their
friends to go back to
camp with them. We
will celebrate and
honor all of our camp
families as well as Bill
Schur and Mike Chauveau the co-chairs of
the Scholarship Committee. They work
hard to make sure that camp is affordable
to as many of our congregants as possible.
We will have a very special Shabbat
evening service with camp melodies, and
even a song session! Don’t forget to wear
white in the Camp Harlam tradition.

Both Rabbi Rigler and I will spend time
as part of the Camp Harlam faculty this
summer. The rabbinic and educational staffs
from local synagogues work year round to
ensure that camp programs are high quality
and tons of fun. We look forward to seeing
all of our students running around this
beautiful summer “home” and will make
sure that they are all having a good time.

Rabbi’s Message continued on page 6

Rabbi Kevin Kleinman

Celebrating a Special Event? 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO
HONOR A LOVED ONE?
Share Your Special Joys and Be A Part
of KI’s Beautiful Simcha Wall

If you are interested in purchasing a
plaque, and being part of this “celebra-
tion of joy,” please call the Temple Office
(215/887-8700). Plaques are $300.

Share Your Simchas
at an Oneg Shabbat

CALL THE KI OFFICE   
215-887-8700

“FRIENDS OF 
THE RABBI “

Join “Friends of the Rabbi“ for 
another fabulous evening 

Thursday, June 16, 6:00p.m.
Scrumptious dinner at Estia
Restaurant in Philadelphia

Speaker: Sharon Katz, South Aftrican
Jewish Anit-Apartheid Actiist and

Grammy Award Nominee performer

Followed by a performance by
Sharon Katz and The Peace Train

Chaired by Joan Meyerson Shrager and
Denise Soloff

$250 per person
To RSVP or for questions contact Tracy at
215-887-8700 or tracy@kenesethisrael.org



Shabbat Worship Schedule
Friday, June 3
Shabbat Naso – Numbers 4:21
10:00 a.m. Preschool Shabbat
7:15 p.m. Camp Harlam Shabbat Service
Saturday, June 4
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
B’nai Mitzvah of Matthew Elijah Shur and Abigail
Sarah Bezar
5:30 p.m. Havdalah Service
Bat Mitzvah of Carly E. Klein
Tuesday, June 7
Erev Shavuot
8:00 p.m. Consecration Service
6th grade promotion & 9th grade passing of the
Torah
Wednesday, June 8
Shavuot
10:30 a.m. Confirmation Service
Friday, June 10
Shabbat Beha’alotecha – Numbers 8:1
11:00 a.m. Preschool Graduation
8:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service
Saturday, June 11
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah of Benjamin Sunter Cooper
5:30 p.m. Havdalah Service
Bar Mitzvah of Jack William Steinman
Friday, June 17
8:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service – Installation
of Officers
Saturday, June 18
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Bat Mitzvah of Samantha Grace Robertson
2:00 p.m. Rydal Park Shabbat Service
5:30 p.m. Havdalah Service
Bar Mitzvah of Alexander Benjamin Reich
Friday, June 24
Shabbat Shelah Lecha – Numbers 13:1
8:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service
Saturday, June 25
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah of Daniel Robert Berlin
5:30 p.m. Havdalah Service
Bar Mitzvah of Jason Michael Mukai
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Service Schedule continued on page 7
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TORAH TIME
SHABBAT READINGS
June/July, 2011/5771
Rabbi Lance J. Sussman, Ph.D.

Judaism is a religion of “the Book.”
Every Shabbat and holiday is punctuated
with a selection from the Torah and related
portions from other sections from Tanach
(the Hebrew Bible). The following includes
citations for the reading of Scripture in the
synagogue for the month ahead as well as
a brief summary of the parashot and haf-
tarot. For more extensive investigation of
the weekly Torah portion, please consider
attending KI’s lively Torah Study Havurah,
which meets every Saturday morning in
the synagogue Library at 9:00 a.m. and is
led by our rabbinic staff.

Naso
June 4 2 Sivan
Num. 4:21 Judges 13:2
Plaut, p.1043/921 Plaut, p.1256/947
Naso contains the “Laws of the Nazirite”
and the “Priestly Benediction” (Num. 6).
The Haftarah tells of the birth of the most
famous Nazir, the great strong man and
folk hero: Samson.
Beha’alotecha
June 11 9 Sivan
Num. 8:1 Zechariah 2:14
Plaut, p.1075/952 Plaut, p.1259/974
Beginning with an account of the “setting
up of the Menorah,” this portion resumes
the narrative account of the journeys of
Israel at the end of the Exodus. The
Haftarah includes a vision of the
Menorah reported by the prophet,
Zechariah, during the Second Temple
Period. This Haftarah is repeated on
Shabbat Hanukkah.
Shelach Lecha
June 18 16 Sivan
Num. 13:1 Joshua 2:1
Plaut, p.1107/979 Plaut, p.1262/998
Shelach includes the famous story of the
spies who went into the land of Canaan.
Based on their reports, Moses decides to
extend the Exodus and not attack the
Canaanites from the South. The Haftarah
reports on the spies sent by Joshua prior
to the actual invasion of Canaan from the
East by the Hebrew tribes.

Korach
June 25 23 Sivan
Num. 16:1 I Samuel 11:14 
Plaut, p.1127/1003 Plaut, p. 1265/1019
Korach was the leader of the most serious
rebellion against Moses during the
Exodus. Korach and his followers were
later “swallowed by the earth.” The
Haftarah reports on the growing unhappi-
ness of the Israelites during the time of
the last judge, Samuel, and their desire to
have a king to rule over them.
Chukat 
July 2 30 Sivan
Num. 19:1 Judges 11:1
Plaut, p.1145/1024 Plaut, p.1268/1043
Chukat begins with a discussion of the
Red Heifer and goes on to tell the stories
of the death of Miriam and Moses striking
the rock. The Haftarah tells the story of
one of the judges, Jephthah and his vari-
ous struggles and conflicts.
Balak
July 9 7 Tammuz
Num. 22:2 Micah 5:6
Plaut, p.1173/1047 Plaut, p. 1272/1069
Balak contains the masterful tale of the
hostile gentile prophet Balaam and his
donkey. The Haftarah includes a reference
to Balaam as well as Micah’s prophecy
against Israel.
Pinchas
July 16 14 Tammuz
Num. 25:10 Jeremiah 1:1
Plaut, p.1194/1074 Plaut, p.1275/1095
An important story about the status of
women in ancient Israel, the “Daughters
of Zelophehad” follows the story of the
zeal of Pinchas, son of Aaron. The
Haftarah compares, by example, the reli-
gious zeal of Pinchas to the enthusiasm of
the prophet Elijah “for the Lord” when he
battled the priests of Baal on Mt Carmel.
Matot
July 23 21 Tammuz
Num. 30:2 Jeremiah 1:1
Plaut, p.1215 Plaut, p.1278
Matot is the second to last parashah in
the Book of Numbers. It begins with a
discussion of the sacredness of vows
(Chapter 30) and then talks about the
war against the Midianites, a desert peo-
ple. The balance of the portion discusses
the special circumstances of the tribes of
Reuben and Gad, who, at the end of the

Torah Time continued on page 6
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CELEBRATION DONORS

We thank the following donors for their
generous donations that honor Rabbi
Lance J. Sussman, and will continue to sup-
port the programs that have been the hall-
mark of his rabbinate at KI:

Windows 
on WRJ
Come and Join Us!

As the end of the program year
approaches, Mindi and I want to thank our
Sisterhood members. Without all of these
wonderful women (and men,) our
Sisterhood activities, programs and initia-
tives would not likely happen. The friend-
ships we make, the comfort of working
together, and the energy we produce
together are most amazing.  Know that our
Sisterhood women feel good about what
they are doing. A huge “Thanks” to all of
you who have supported our Sisterhood.

Our Presidents’ Ladies Tea was a great
success. We were so glad that you all came
and shared the event with us! We all
looked First Lady Presidential in our ele-
gant hats and gloves. Some of us brought

our favorite teacups which enriched the
decorations on our tables. The Tea was so
special. We served delicate finger sandwich-
es, delicious scones and desserts, and
delightful teas. It was a most relaxing time.
Thank you to Liz Sussman and Shir Joy for
singing your charming, wonderful, and
inspirational songs to entertain us.

Sisterhood Shabbat was most meaning-
ful with the musical tribute to Debbie
Freidman. Thank you to Cantor Amy and
Rabbi Lance Sussman for making the
evening so beautiful. Sisterhood Shabbat
started with our special Sisterhood Shabbat
Dinner. We were very proud to honor our
Women of the Year, Sue Fried and Janice
Schwartz-Donahue. Thank you to Marlene
Baker and Janice Schwartz Donahue for
developing and organizing the beautiful
service. Thank you to Diane Miller and Sue
Fried for making the delicious dinner.

WRJ/KI continued on page 8

Greetings from KI
Brotherhood

It’s hard to believe that another year is
coming to an end! We’ve gotten together
each month to discuss the events at KI, to
share a few laughs, and to plan upcoming
programs. Come and join us. Our meetings
are open to all - we’re a friendly bunch, and
we’d love to welcome you into the mix. We
typically meet informally over pizza, and our
next meeting will be in August (we’re taking
June and July off!) Please feel free to call me
directly at 215-635-1650, or send me an
email at themarsdens@comcast.net. I can
get you caught up to what we’ve done this
year, and how we can get ready for the next!

I hope that you lit your Yom HaShoah
candle in remembrance of the six million
that died during the Holocaust. Yom Ha
Shoah was observed on Sunday, May 1st. We
best honor all the martyrs of the Holocaust
by continuing their work and keeping them
alive in our hearts and minds. If your heart
so moves you, please send a contribution so
that we can continue our work. The money
raised from your donations will enable
Brotherhood to continue to support and cre-
ate programs to educate the next generation
about the Holocaust. We are obliged to
remember those who perished, and we are
further obligated to inform our children.

Survivors and eyewitnesses are aging and
passing on. We must remember so that our
children and future generations will know
and understand their past. 

The Annual Meeting of our congrega-
tion will be held on June 2nd. It is impor-
tant for all of us to attend – we all have a
stake in the future of KI. The installation of
our officers will take place during Shabbat
services on June 17th.

Brotherhood has organized a trip to see
the Lehigh Valley Iron Pigs (the Phillies
AAA team) on June 11th. Contact Barry
Glachman for information and for tickets
(iapraze@comcast.net). There may still be
a few available. It will be a lot of fun and a
real treat to see the Phillies of the Future!

Again, KI Brotherhood is ALWAYS look-
ing for new members who can bring fresh
ideas and energy to the table. Please sup-
port us and better yet, come and join us –
you’ll find it very rewarding, you’ll meet
some great people, and you might even
have some fun along the way!
Please remember to check off 
BROTHERHOOD on your KI Dues
Statement. The small amount of money
allows us to accomplish so much! 

Thank you.
Rich Marsden, President

215-635-1650
themarsdens@comcast.net

Patrons
Herb Altman
Cathy & Larry Altman
Joyce & Ben Fishbein
Robin & Marc Furman
Goldsteins’ Rosenberg’s 

Raphael-Sacks, Inc.
Wendy & Steven Hess
Jane & Leonard Korman
Judy & Mickey Langsfeld
Joseph Levine & Sons
Charlene & Nathaniel 

Mayer
Norma & Arnold 

Meshkov
Marcy & Michael Monheit
Estelle & Stuart Price
Jamie & Michael 

Rockower
Diane & Jim Rosenthal
Joan & Leonard Shore
Karen & Robert Sirota
Denise & Peter Soloff
Bobbi & Dick Weiss
Harriet & Larry Weiss

Sustainers
Myrna & Howard Asher
Janice Bers
The Brantz & Bedrick 

Families
Jeanne & Arnold
Brenman
Barbara & Robert 

Bronstein
Marjorie & Marc Cohen
Vickie & Jack Farber
Miriam & Morris Finkel

Judi & Joel Glassman
Emily & Howard 

Greenberg
Genevieve & Steven Gross
Ellen & Alan Kaplinsky
Connie & Jules Kay
Helen Schneeberg & 

Bernard Liebowitz
Robin & Bob Michaelson
Joan Shrager
Charlotte & Joel Schwartz
Lois & Stan Singer
Ellen & Neil Sklaroff
Freda Sussman

Friends
Beth & R. George Abrams
Barbara Chadwin & 

E. Harris Baum
Andy & Marc Brookman
Freddie Brown
Connie Gottlieb & Charles 

Greenbaum
Donna & Stefan Keller
Mindi & Reed Roeser
Carey & Robert Roseman
Marcia & Walter Rosen
Ruth Singer & Miriam & 

Sammy Licence
Sharon Sood & Scott 

Lempert
Michele & Michael 

Yarnoff
Marlene & Norman 

Zarwin

List incomplete

SEARCH THE WEB AND
HELP KI
Just Point and Click! 

KI Sisterhood has become a member
charity of Goodsearch.com, a search engine
similar to Yahoo or Google. The advantage
to using Goodsearch is that for every search
you do, a donation is made to our own KI
Sisterhood. Go to their website and enter
Keneseth Israel Sisterhood into the space
marked “Who do you Goodsearch for?”
For each and every search you do, a dona-
tion will be made to KI Sisterhood! How
much easier can it get? Please pass the word
to every one you know. Anyone can donate
this way, not just congregants. Sisterhood
thanks you in advance for your support!
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NEWS FROM THE PRESCHOOL

Where does the school year go? It seems
like I was just getting ready for September
and looking forward to another successful
Preschool year. This is the time, as a
Director, I reflect back and think about the
highlights throughout our year. Of course,
with having over one hundred adorable
children come through our doors, there are
so many exciting, meaningful moments.

The Richard E. Rudolph, Jr. Preschool
enjoyed another successful year. I felt like a
proud parent when we received our
Keystone STAR certificate and realized how
important it is to be recognized as a top
facility in the state of Pennsylvania. I could
not get over the transformation of our
entrance and hallways after painting them
with new colors and then the addition of
the KI Puppets. You should see and hear
how excited the children are when walking
down the hallway to stop and say hello.
Our entrance way now has pictures and
bios of our staff which allows parents to
get to know all of our terrific teachers. 

We started the school year, creating two
classrooms for our two year olds out of one
large one, but this didn’t stop them from
playing together and our teachers collabo-
rating on a weekly basis. By December, our
infant room slowly turned into toddler
room so we gave them their own adorable

space in room three. Here
they were able to partici-
pate in Preschool pro-
grams, have a variety of
daily activities and have
lots of space to get around. 

Our teaching staff also
had many accomplishments, including
completing CDA courses, receiving college
scholarships and  teaching workshops relat-
ing to children with special needs. As the
children grew so did our teaching staff. This
year we had 22 amazing teachers that
worked each day to provide a loving enrich-
ing environment. Of course, our children
had several accomplishments -  crawlers
turning into walkers, toddlers first saying
“dada” to now complete sentences, two
year olds finding their beautiful voices,
three years olds excited over all types of dis-
coveries and our Pre-K seeing that they were
the “big kids” going off to kindergarten.
Farewell to our Pre-K class of 2011, wonder-
ful group made up of great personality!

We also received two grants this year.
Our Keystone STARS grant allowed us to
purchase classroom materials and 10 new
big wheels. A Kehillah of Old York Road
grant allowed us to hold a community
musical concert with The Mama Doni
Band. This was a beneficial collaboration

Beth Berman

Preschool continued on next page 

I know first hand how much of an
impact Camp Harlam makes on young
Reform Jews. I spent my first summer there
when I was 14. Over the next six years that I
spent with my friends at camp and in Israel,
I became more confident in my Jewish
identity and in my ability to be a leader
within the Reform Movement. In fact, out of
the group of 35 C.I.T.’s of which I was a part,
five of us went on to become rabbis!

I will be bringing some of this amazing
energy home from camp with me to share
with the entire congregation. On July 23
and August 6 we will have spiritually mov-
ing Saturday morning worship called
Shabbat Shel Nefesh. As in the past, I
invite members of the congregation to par-
ticipate in the English readings, Torah serv-
ice, and musical accompaniment of these
services – no experience necessary. If you

would like to get involved, please send me
an email or give me a call.

Additionally, Rabbi Sussman will con-
tinue his summer Saturday morning lec-
ture series in July and August. Please watch
e-KI for the exact dates and topics.

Please hold Saturday evening, August
20 for our annual Havdalah Down the
Shore for our members who will be spend-
ing lots of time at the beach this summer.
More details will be forthcoming.

As you can see, the ritual life of our
congregation will still be active over the
summer. There are many more exciting
services and programs planned beyond
what I highlighted in this article. We are all
looking forward to seeing you over the
next few months in the building, in Israel,
at camp, and down the shore.

Rabbi’s Message continued from page 3

Book Donation Thank You
The following letter was sent to KI, in
care of Marjorie Curtis-Cohen, recog-
nizing the donation of books 
as part of Rabbi Sussman’s 10th
Anniversary Celebration:

Dear Margie,
We finally got the books distributed to 

their new homes! Thank you and Reform
Congregation Keneseth Israel for supplying so
many books to be appreciated by young people in
New Orleans. Here's how the distribution went:

Preschooler books went to the HIPPY pro-
gram - Home Instruction for Parents of
Preschool Youngsters - This home based litera-
cy program helps economically and education-
ally disadvantaged parents provide education-
al enrichment to their preschool children…

Elementary books were delivered to the
New Orleans Family Justice Center - NOFJC
provides long-term support for victims and
survivors of domestic violence, through collab-
oration and coordinated services.  The books
will go into the "Children's Area”…

Secondary school books were delivered
to New Orleans’ Eleanor McMain Magnet
Secondary School library, (grades 7-12)
They will be given away to students for
summer reading pleasure!

We greatly appreciate being the recipients
of your congregation's book collection, and
please send our congratulations to Rabbi
Sussman on his 10th year at the Synagogue!

It has been great working and speaking
with you and thanks again for sending your
generosity our way. These books will touch
many little lives in the most positive way.

Truly,
Ina Weber Davis

State Public Affairs Chair  
National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW)

Louisiana 
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KI Pilots New
Program for 
Next Fall

Though we have finished Religious
School, the real work begins for me over
the summer.  This is when I catch up on
the latest educational trends, network with
colleagues and analyze what we are doing
to ensure that we are meeting the needs of
all of our learners and our families.  

Over the past few years, a select group
of students have reiterated that they would
prefer a more academic approach to Jewish
learning than we currently offer. Our
Religious School program offers an oppor-
tunity for students to deeply connect to the
synagogue and community with a strong
focus on Jewish identity. This approach has
been very successful for a majority of our
students, but not all of them.

This coming year we will be piloting
a new program called the “Torah Track”
which will enable a small group of stu-
dents to study intensively with a tutor
focusing on Hebrew language and
Torah. The students will meet for 3
hours a week, and for one hour a week
they will combine with their classmates

in enrichment activities.
These Torah Track stu-
dents, in grades 4-6 will
apply to the program
and be selected based
on their commitment
level and Hebrew abili-
ties. The class will allow
the students to discover the richness of
Torah study and the Hebrew language.
They will be able to connect to KI, their
peers, and our tradition through an in
depth study. 

This program is being created in the
loving memory of David Dornstein, broth-
er of our member Susan Dornstein. He
had a strong commitment to Jewish educa-
tion, and the Dornstein family saw this as a
fitting way to honor his memory as part of
our Shelanu campaign.  

We look forward to watching this pro-
gram grow into a new model of Jewish
education, and are so proud to have a
school that remains committed to the feed-
back of its families in order to strengthen
our Jewish experiences. Applications and
more information about this program will
be available in the Religious School office
and on our KI website.

Rabbi Stacy Eskovitz Rigler
Director of Religious Education

Rabbi Stacy Rigler

Preschool continued from previous page

Sunday July 31
KI PLAY DAY AT 
CAMP HARLAM

Prospective campers and families are
invited to meet directors, tour camp, and-
have fun!

For more information, contact Ali Reich
at jdreich@comcast.net

Exodus, had requested permission to set-
tle east of the Jordan River. The Haftarah
introduces the tragic figure of the prophet
Jeremiah. It is the first of three special
Haftarot read prior to the “Ninth of Av.”
Masei
July 30 28 Tammuz
Num. 33:1 Jeremiah 2:4
Plaut, p. Plaut, p.1282
Masei is the final parashah of the Book of
Numbers, the fourth book of the Torah. It
begins with a review of the history of the
Exodus and then focuses on issues per-
taining to the settlement of the Land of
Israel, including the thorny question of
intermarriage among the different tribes
and how it complicates “inheritance”
among the Israelites. The Haftarah from
Jeremiah is the second of three special
Haftarot prior to Tisha B’Av.

Devarim
August 6 6 Av
Deut. 1:1 Isaiah 1:1
Plaut, p.1312/1159 Plaut, p.1590/1180
Devarim (“Words”) is the first section of
the fifth book of the Torah,
Deuteronomy. The Book of Deuteronomy
is unique in the Torah because it is mostly
presented in the first person voice, with
Moses delivering his farewell messages to
the Jewish people. These messages
include both a review of Israelite history
as well as a recapitulation of the legisla-
tion given to the people by Moses. Like
the Torah portion, the Haftarah is a
sweeping literary summary of the life of
ancient Israel. Isaiah 1:1 is also a Haftarah
of Rebuke.

* Pages in G. Plaut’s The Torah: A Modern
Commentary (1981)/Revised (2005)

Torah Time continued  from page 4

with Beth Am which we plan to continue
into the future.

I would also like to thank all the moms,
dads and grandparents that lent a hand to
make sure our events are set up and run-
ning without a hitch. I appreciate your help
and commitment to our community.

Now I can sit back and reflect on what a
truly wonderful year it was at KI! Right after I
finish getting ready for the next school year.

Have a wonderful summer,
Beth K. Berman M.S. Ed

Director of Early Childhood Education

Friday, July 1
Shabbat Hukat – Numbers 19:1
7:15 p.m. Informal Shabbat Service
Saturday, July 2
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Friday, July 8
Shabbat Balak – Numbers 22:2
8:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service
Saturday, July 9
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah of Benjamin Julio-Alexis Joseph Flaks
Friday, July 15
Shabbat Pinchas – Numbers 25:10
8:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service
Saturday, July 16
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Friday, July 22
Shabbat Matot – Numbers 30:2
8:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service
Saturday, July 23
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Friday, July 29
Shabbat Masei – Numbers 33:1
8:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service
Saturday, July 30
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service

Service Schedule continued from page 4
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From the Museum

The Jewish people are
known as The People of
the Book. Over thousands
of years, starting with the
Five Books of Moses, we
have accumulated a body of literature,
both sacred and secular, that defines us as
a community. What first comes to mind
are the sacred writings including the Bible,
Talmud, Mishnah, the haggadah,
mezuzah, etc. right on up to our new
prayer book, the latest revision of the
Reform liturgy.

Secular Jewish writings are far flung and
include: the broad world of Jewish fiction
and non-fiction; poetry; music; ephemera
including newspapers such as The
Forward; Yiddish and Hebrew publica-
tions; and even “Zines” (web-based on-line
magazines), such as “Heeb”.

What does all this have to do with the
Temple Judea Museum? Among our grow-
ing collections are books, hand-written
manuscripts, exhibition catalogs, rare pam-
phlets, magazines, sheet music, hand made
artist books, letters, and much more. Over
the past twelve years the museum has pre-
sented numerous exhibitions of hand
made artist books and of original illustra-
tions for Jewish books, but we have never
exhibited our own collection that is cen-
tered on the written word.

This coming fall, the museum will
open the New Year with an exhibition of
our collection of writings under the leader-
ship of guest curator, Lynne Bloom.
Included will even be an old Hebrew type-
writer along with rare books and docu-
ments from our own KI Library, KI
Archives and books from Rabbi Sussman’s
personal collection. 

I will write more about the exhibition
as it develops over the summer but at this
time I want to ask your help. The written
word does not easily lend itself to a strik-
ing visual display. In order to bring the
exhibition to life we are looking for the fol-
lowing: Do you have any photographs of
you or family members reading; perhaps
your family at a Passover Seder; maybe a
bride and groom reading or signing their
Ketubah; Or?

Do you have a very favorite Jewish book

TJ Museum continued on next page

Without all their hard work it would not
have been such a special evening.
Upcoming Sisterhood Events:
Sunday, June 5th GARAGE SALE 

We are continuing to accept items that
you would like to donate for us to sell.  You
could also rent your own space for $15.
Please come by and support our Garage
Sale. You just may be lucky to find a great
bargain. Call Mindi Glachman for further
information at 215-722-1477.
Summer Activities

We are hoping to plan a few activities
for the summer. Look forward to addition-
al information on the eKI website and
emails we will send you.

Think of The Gift Shop first for your
Judaic and gift needs. Parents and grand-
parents, we have lovely tallitot, kippahs,
and memory books for your Bar/Bat
Mitzvah child. The Gift Shop will be closed
during the summer. If you need anything
just call Marlene Baker at 215-690-4588,
Janice Schwartz-Donahue at 215-576-5802,
or Lynore Eisman at 215-676-1812. The
Gift Shop has Menorahs, Kiddush Cups
and other fine gift items.

Feel free to contact Stacie Goldsmith
who assists the Caring Community. Stacie
and her committee have been giving support
to Keneseth Israel members. Contact Stacie
by email at staciegoldsmith@aol.com or call
her at 215-630-6858 if you have any needs,
questions or would like to be a part of this
growing group.

Janice Schwartz-Donahue continues the
sale of SCRIP/gift cards. Give a KISS,
“Keneseth Israel Shopping with SCRIP” and
buy Gift Cards/SCRIP on a monthly basis for
all of your shopping needs. You receive a gift
card that is dollar for dollar for your money,
and KI receives a percentage from the compa-
ny. Order forms are available in the main
office. Mail the form in to KI or bring it to
our Gift Shop. If you have any questions, feel
free to contact Janice at 215-576-5802 or at
janicedonahue98@comcast.net. All our prof-
its go to the Tyson Radio Fund.  Support the
Tyson Radio Fund by buying SCRIP.

Mindi and I want to thank our outgoing
Sisterhood Board for their support and caring
this year. Thank you to Sue Fried and Janice
Schwartz-Donahue, Past Presidents, Marlene
Baker, Carol Levy, and Mickie Levin, Vice
Presidents, Sherri Lampert, Treasurer, Ilene
Bomze, Financial Secretary, Becky Weiss,
Recording Secretary and Diane Miller,
Corresponding Secretary. These special
Women are the core of our Sisterhood. We
would like to thank them for a great year.

Mindi and I would like you to “Come
and Join Us!” Sisterhood carries out many
activities during the year. Feel free to let us
know what would interest you. We are
planning for next years’ events. We would
love to hear from you. We hope you will
take the step of sampling an activity and
become involved with us.
Come and Join Us!

Lynore Eisman & Mindi Glachman
Co-President’s KI/WRJ

WRJ/KI continued from page 5

SHOFAR UKOPIA
To study the phenomenon of disease with-

out books is to sail an uncharted sea, while to
study books without patients is not to go to
sea at all. 

Sir William Osler

The above quotation is familiar to med-
ical students and physicians everywhere, its
obvious implications being that a doctor
must be not only a practitioner but also a
life-long student.

Osler (1849-1919), a Canadian born
physician has been called the “father of
modern medicine”.  He is best known for
establishing the residency system of post-
graduate training, a groundbreaking text
book, and as a founder of Johns Hopkins

University School of Medicine and
Hospital.  Prior to his work in Baltimore he
was Chair of Clinical Medicine at the
University of Pennsylvania and put “Old
Blockley”, Philadelphia’s huge public hos-
pital (until the 1970’s), on the map. His
wife, Lady Osler (Grace Revere, the great-
granddaughter of Paul Revere) was married
to Samuel Gross, the subject of arguably a
Philadelphia artist’s most famous work and
after his death married Osler.

Why this quotation and why this histo-
ry seemingly unrelated to Judaism and
Keneseth Israel? The quotation could be
restated as follows:

To study the phenomenon of Judaism
without Torah is to sail an uncharted sea,

Shofar Ukopia continued on page 20
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From The Meyers Library

Spring has finally arrived and many of
us now have time to devote to hobbies
and extracurricular activities. Are you
cleaning your house in anticipation of
summer? Please return any overdue books
to the Meyers Library. We find that many
books borrowed over the winter are put
onto a shelf and overlooked until spring is
here. Are you looking for the latest Best
Seller or an overlooked classic to read?
Come to the Meyers Library and check out
our collection. 
WHAT’S NEW IN THE LIBRARY? 
KINDLE USER GROUP. 

Many KI members have mentioned that

they now own Kindles and are enjoying
reading books electronically. The library is
exploring the possibility of bringing togeth-
er Kindle Users who would be willing to
loan their Kindle books to other Kindle
users for the permitted two week period.
The library would act as an intermediary
between lenders and borrowers. If you are
interested in joining the group send you
email to: library@kenesethisrael.org.
LIBRARY EMAIL LIST. 

The Meyers library has started a Library
email list. If you would like to receive infor-
mation on new acquisitions, library events
and updates please send your email
address to library@kenesethisrael.org. 
BECOME A LIBRARY VOLUNTEER. 

We need YOU! The Meyers Library is a
wonderful resource, with a huge selection
of books for your reading and research, a
comfortable environment, and good cof-
fee! Join the friendly volunteers who keep
our library up to date! If you’d like to vol-
unteer, e-mail library@kenesethisrael.org
or call: 215-887-8700, x 122.

Remember that the Meyers Library is a
wireless computer zone. Bring your lap-
top; enjoy a cup of gourmet coffee and
explore the latest book arrivals. Make the
KI Library your home away from home.
The Meyers library is THE place to be.
Visit us soon. The library is open on
Tuesday and Wednesday from 10 am to 4
PM. (6 PM when Religious School is in
session.) It is also open on Sunday morn-
ing from 9:30 am to 12:30 PM whenever
Religious School is in session. Visit our
book carts Friday evenings before and
after services.

Ellen Tilman
Director of Library Services

Museum continued from page 8

Adult Education Committee
Ends 2010-11 Year with 
Two Great Programs

We hope you can attend the last two
Adult Education programs for this year:
Wednesday, June 1, 11:00 a.m.
Transcending Trauma: Mythic Dimensions
of the Book of Ruth

Lunch at the Levin home $10
Saturday, July 9 at 6:00 p.m.
Concert by the Philly Saxophone Quartet
Giacomo DeAnnuntis

Dinner at the Levin home $25
Call the KI office (215-887-8700) for

further information.

Shop with Scrip
You can earn extra money for KI while

you shop – just remember to order SCRIP
every month! Local grocery stores include
Giant, Genuardi’s, Shop Rite, and
Pathmark.

Contact Janice at 215-576-5802 or on
line at janicedonahue98@comcast.net

If you need help the order can be
placed for you.

KI Cultural Council 60 Plus
June 9, 2011 Meeting
Speaker: Irv Scharf
“America’s First Tycoon: 
Stephen Girard And His Legacy 
To Philadelphia”

Sponsored by the Rosenau Fund
Reservations by Thursday, June 2, 2011
KI Members $15 Guests $17
All Payments at the door $20 
Please note new fee schedule

Send Checks to KI 8339 Old York Rd.
Elkins Park, Pa. 19027

Information: KI Office 215 886 8700 or
Doris Parker 215 886-9267

PLAYING BRIDGE @ KI
Remember we have bridge at KI every

Monday that the building is open.
Join the party at 12:00 noon in the

Rothschild Auditorium.

you would like us to consider exhibiting?
Finally, we are looking for readers

whose voices will be recorded reading
excerpts from our collected books, or from
significant writings in your own collections.
The recording will be played in the gallery
on a loop with interspersed Jewish music.

If you can help out please email or call
the Museum right away. 

Thanks, Rita, Karen and Lynne
Have a great summer!

Rita Rosen Poley
Museum Curator/Director

KI AUTHORS FESTIVAL
In honor of Rabbi Sussman’s 10th

anniversary, the Meyers Library presents a
“bookend” celebration of Keneseth Israel
authors. On Monday evening June 13 at
7 p.m .we will host a wine & cheese
reception featuring our talented member-
authors. This will be followed by a
keynote address by Charles Fishman,
author of the newly published book The
Big Thirst: The Secret Life and
Turbulent Future of Water, which
examines how water as a resource will
come to define this century. Fishman is a
celebrated investigative journalist and
author of the best-selling book, The Wal-
Mart Effect.

Published KI authors will have the
opportunity to display and sell their
books before and after the presentations.
If you are a KI author and would like to
be included in this event, please send
your name and information about your
book to library@kenesethisrael.org

TREES FOR ISRAEL
If you are interested in making a dona-

tion, please contact, Beryl Halpern (215-
635-0452) and she will be glad to mail out
a beautiful tree certificate for you. The cost
is $10.50 

Please mail checks, payable to KI Forest,
to Keneseth Israel, 8339 Old York Road, 
Elkins Park, PA 19027, attn: Beryl Halpern.



10 KI Celebrates with joy the 10th            

THURSDAY DONOR DESSERT RECEPTION

FRIDAY DONOR SHABBAT DINNER

FRIDAY SHABBAT SERVICE

PREPPING FOR THE BIG EVENT

Photography by
Robert Sirota
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            Anniversary of Rabbi Lance Sussman 
SATURDAY GALA PARTY

Photos continue on page 13


