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The official newsletter of Reform Congregation Keneseth Israel

You are Invited
to join your congregation and your community in

a weekend of joyous

CELEBRATION!

APRIL 28 – MAY 1, 2011
Help commemorate the 10th Anniversary of

Rabbi Lance J. Sussman, Ph.D.
as KI’s Senior Rabbi

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
There’s something for everyone!

From scholarly sermons to KI Puppets to Shir Joy to social action, 
Rabbi Lance and Liz Sussman have touched our hearts and minds in countless ways.

Inspiration, education, consolation, dedication…over the past decade, 
the Sussmans have given so much of themselves to the KI community. 

Join us in this once-in-a-decade opportunity to show our appreciation and honor 
Rabbi Lance and Liz with a weekend of exciting activities for every age.

Rabbi Sussman loves American Jewish history, art, music, 
good food and good friends

You’ll find it all during the 10th Anniversary Celebration Weekend 
(see detailed celebration information on page 17)

Watch for your invitation in the mail or visit www.kenesethisrael.org for information.
And there’s more…

Send your congratulatory wishes to Rabbi Sussman with an ad in the 10th Anniversary
Tribute Book—a beautiful, permanent keepsake of Rabbi Lance’s importance to 

KI and our community. Find Tribute Book ad details in your invitation, 
at www.kenesethisrael.org, or on page 20.

RSVP see page 20
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Center City Lunch ‘n’ Learn
Third Thursday (usually) of
October–June 
Noon to 1:30 p.m.

Join Rabbi Lance Sussman in Center
City for the new series, “Jews, Judaism and
Art: A History,” continuing March 17.
Lunch will be provided ($10/person). To
volunteer to host one of these sessions at
your office, to join the e-mail notification
list, and/or to RSVP (by the day before at
noon), contact (215)887-8702 or
Barbara@kenesethisrael.org

All are welcome. No prior knowledge of
Hebrew necessary.

March 17 - “Modern Jewish Art”
April 28 - “Chagall”
May 19 - “Art and the Holocaust”
June 16 - “Roman Vishniac”

CANTOR’S MESSAGE

Sabbath for the Soul
Friday, March 25, 2011
7:00 p.m. Wine Tasting 
8:00 p.m. Sabbath for the Soul

Come join us for Spirituality through
Sound, our Sabbath for the Soul.

Our congregation is known for being
the most creative and open when it comes
to social issues and worship. KI is ready to
push the envelope and offer something
truly unique for the entire Jewish commu-
nity in our area. We hope that our
“Sabbath for the Soul” Friday night service
will reach adults in our community, who
are looking for something more, some-
thing for them in congregational life. After
a festive wine tasting in the lobby, we will
continue our Shabbat in the chapel with
our “Sabbath for the Soul” service. I will be
joined by KI’s Levite band, led by the tal-
ented and creative Ross M. Levy who will
guide the congregation through this

upbeat, hip service. It will
feature contemporary
music arranged so that
people can sing, clap,
and, if they are so moved,
even dance along. The
evening will conclude
with a delicious dessert
Oneg. We are making this Shabbat evening
experience to be one that you would want
to share with your friends and family as
you would share a pleasant evening at a
restaurant/theater. We are doing this so that
you will be reminded that the synagogue is
your spiritual home, not just the place
where you come/came for your children.

Additionally, we believe there are unaf-
filiated Jews in the community who would
find this type of Shabbat appealing and
would consider joining our congregation.
Please invite your friends for this spiritual
and meaningful worship experience.

Cantor Amy Levy

Cantor Amy Levy

KI Volunteers continued on page 7

RABBI’S MESSAGE

Jewish Food Ethics
“Local,” “organic,” “fair trade,” “cage-

free,” “hormone-free,” “antibiotic-free,”
“pastured,” “non-GMO,” “eco-Kosher,”
etc… These terms are part of a new vocab-
ulary used to describe the types of foods
available today in supermarkets, farmers’
markets, food co-ops and community-sup-
ported agriculture programs. Within the
last few years, there has been a dramatic
increase in people’s desire to know where
their food comes from, how it was grown
and/or raised, the way the workers were
treated and the genetic make-up of the
seeds. Discussions about contemporary
food ethics have seeped from movies,
books and lectures in the secular world,
deep into the heart (fabric) of the Jewish
community. After all, our ancestors were
among the first people to seriously exam-
ine the food we eat. They put into place
rules intended for Jewish people to con-
sume only animals that were kosher, that
were “fit” for eating. I have worked with
several Jewish non-profit organizations
and businesses dedicated to redefining
Jewish food ethics to meet modern stan-
dards, and promote the availability of sus-
tainable food options that seek to improve

both human and envi-
ronmental health.
Many Jewish commu-
nities throughout the
country are using their
facilities to make organ-
ic produce and sustain-
able meats accessible
to their congregants.

I am very excited to announce a part-
nership with “Grow and Behold” to make
Kosher, pastured chicken available right
here at KI! Their chicken is raised on small
farms in Lancaster, PA. They are never treat-
ed with antibiotics or hormones. They
roam around the pasture freely. They are
committed to the highest standards of care
for both the animals and the workers.
Additionally, the meat is certified Kosher by
the Orthodox Union. This is chicken that
meets both the highest ethical and envi-
ronmental standards as well as being tradi-
tionally Kosher, a combination that is cur-
rently very hard to find in greater
Philadelphia. I have sampled the chicken
and it is by far the tastiest poultry I have
ever eaten! “Grow and Behold” will deliver
to KI on April 14th. Orders can be placed
on-line (www.growandbehold.com) by the
Sunday preceding the delivery. I believe this

Rabbi’s Message continued on page 13

Rabbi Kevin Kleinman

Are you looking for a
Passover Seder to attend?

Come join us for the Second Night of
Passover, Tuesday, April 19, 2011 at 6:00
p.m., as we celebrate Passover with a festive
service and delicious home-style Passover
dinner from soup through dessert. Rabbi
Sussman will lead us through the Haggadah
with stories and prayers, and Cantor Levy
and Ross M. Levy will provide the wonderful
Passover music. Bring your entire family and
your friends. Watch for more information.

KI Volunteers Spend Christmas
Giving Back

Kringle wasn’t the only one in the giv-
ing mood this Christmas. Around 100
members of the KI community joined early
Christmas day for some breakfast and
“good doing” - an opportunity to make a
difference in our community.

After bagels and coffee, the volunteers
filled 240 reusable bags with crackers, cere-
al, milk, soup and other foods to help
those less needy. The volunteers then took
the food on the road.

One stop was the Arch Street Ministry,
an organization on Broad Street that caters
to the community at large. Their mission is
to help the community, as well as provide
for those less fortunate. The members of
the ministry were very grateful for the 100+
bags that KI volunteers brought.



Shabbat Worship Schedule
Friday, March 4
Shabbat Pekudei & Shabbat Shekalim
Exodus 38:21

5:45 p.m. Tot Shabbat
7:15 p.m. Family Shabbat Service
Saturday, March 5
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Bat Mitzvah of Victoria Jordyn Leese
Friday, March 11
Shabbat Vayikra – Leviticus 1:1
8:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service
Saturday, March 12
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:00 a.m. Jr. Congregation
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Bat Mitzvah of Gabrielle Anna Marlowe
5:30 p.m. Havdalah Service
Adult Bar Mitzvah of Dr. Richard Weiss
Friday, March 18
Shabbat Tzav & Shabbat Zachor 
Leviticus 6:1
6:00 p.m. Blue Bell Purim Shabbat
8:00 p.m. EP Shabbat Evening Service
Saturday, March 19
9:00 Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah of David Maxwell Tuchman
2:00 p.m. Rydal Park Shabbat
7:00 p.m. Megillah Reading
Friday, March 25
Shabbat Shemini & Shabbat Parah 
Leviticus 9:1
8:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service
Saturday, March 26
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah of Matthew Ross Grabel
5:30 p.m. Havdalah Service
Bar Mitzvah of Jared Adam Schafkopf
Friday, April 1
Shabbat Tazria & Shabbat HaHodesh 
Leviticus 12:1
5:45 p.m. Tot Shabbat
7:15 p.m. Family Shabbat Service
Saturday, April 2
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah of Maxwell Reid Mikels
5:30 p.m. Havdalah Service
Bar Mitzvah of Jared Preston Reiff
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Service Schedule continued on page 6 Elkins Park continued on next page 

TORAH TIME
SHABBAT READINGS
March, 2011/5771

Judaism is a religion of “the Book.”
Every Shabbat and holiday is punctuated
with a selection from the Torah and related
portions from other sections from Tanach
(the Hebrew Bible). The following includes
citations for the reading of Scripture in the
synagogue for the month ahead as well as
a brief summary of the parashot and haf-
tarot. For more extensive investigation of
the weekly Torah portion, please consider
attending KI’s lively Torah Study Havurah,
which meets every Saturday morning in
the synagogue Library at 9:00 a.m. and is
led by our rabbinic staff.

Rabbi Lance J. Sussman, Ph.D.

Pekudei – Shabbat Shekalim
March 5 29 Adar I
Ex. 38:21 I Kings 7:51
Plaut, p.681/627 Plaut, p. 728/637

Pekudei is the final portion in the Book of
Exodus. It completes the Torah’s report on the
construction of the Sanctuary in the desert.
The Masoretic notes inform us that there are
1,209 verses in the second Book of the Torah,
divided into 11 reading sections (parshiyot).
The Haftarah focuses on the completion of
the First Temple and includes a prayer and
dramatic speech by King Solomon.
Vayikra 
March 12 6 Adar II
Lev. 1:1 Isaiah 43:21
Plaut, p. 681/658 Plaut, p. 978/682

Vayikra is the first portion in the Book of
Leviticus. It contains detailed accounts of the
numerous sacrifices which defined the ritual
life of ancient Israel. Curiously, the last letter
of the first word of the portion, an Aleph, is
written in miniature, and is the subject of
much interpretation. In this week’s Haftarah
the prophet Isaiah takes the people to task
for not living up to their ritual obligations
and expresses divine discontent with them.

Tzav 
March 19 13 Adar II
Lev. 6:1 Jeremiah 7:21
Plaut, p. 781/686 Plaut, p. 983/701

This portion continues the discussion
of the various sacrifices of the ancient cult
and ends with the inauguration of the
Sanctuary Service. Aaron and his sons are
consecrated as priests and “did all the
things commanded” to them by Moses. In
the Haftarah, the prophet Jeremiah notes
that the “people” were not commanded to
offer sacrifices at the time of the Exodus.
Centuries later, rabbinic authorities were
able to reconstruct a non-sacrificial, prayer
service based on the prophet’s teaching.
Shemini 
March 26 20 Adar II
Lev. 9:1 II Samuel 6:1
Plaut, p.791/705 Plaut, p.986/729

After discussing the deaths of the sons of
Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Shemini focuses
on the dietary laws of the Jewish tradition.
Leviticus 11 contains one of the most com-
plete guides in the Torah to keeping kosher,
including the prohibition on pork, shellfish
and scavengers of all types. The Torah por-
tion also describes the consecration of the
Sanctuary in the wilderness, and the
Haftarah discusses the transportation of the
Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem by King
David. In the following generation,
Solomon built a permanent Temple.
Tazria – Shabbat Hachodesh
April 2 27 Adar II
Lev. 12:1 II Kings 4:42
Plaut, p. 826/734Plaut, p. 991/747

Most of this week’s portion is concerned
with procedures to heal leprosy and other
skin diseases which often ravaged ancient
populations. The Haftarah relates the story
of how the prophet Elisha (9th c. BCE,
Northern Kingdom) heals Naaman, captain
of the army of the King of Aram, of leprosy.

* Pages in G. Plaut’s The Torah: A Modern
Commentary (1981)/Revised (2005)

ARE YOU IN THE LOOP?
Do you have an e-mail address that you

check for messages at least once a week, but
you don’t receive e-KI? Please contact
Barbara@kenesethisrael.org so we can get
you back on-line with weekly updates on
KI worship services, programs and activities.

Share Your Simchas
at an Oneg Shabbat

CALL THE KI OFFICE   
215-887-8700



5<In Our Community>

KI’s Shelanu Campaign continues to be
on the move! Response from the congrega-
tion has been very supportive as we near
the $2 million mark with pledges and tes-
tamentary gifts!

One of the more interesting aspects of the
campaign has been learning the many ways
that KI has touched the lives of our members
and how that has impacted their decision to
participate in the Shelanu Campaign. Here
are a few of the most compelling stories:

A long time member tells us: “My Bar
Mitzvah was at KI as were the B’nai Mitzvah
of my children and my grandchildren. My
children were married at KI. KI has been
there at every significant moment in my life
so how could I not participate in this cam-
paign? We need to insure that KI is strong,
both now and for generations to come.”

A congregant who has only been a
member of KI for a few years relates:
“Recently we suffered the loss of a family
member. The response from the clergy and
members of the KI community was amaz-
ing and was instrumental in making those
horrible days bearable. I did not really
understand the concept of community
until this sad time in our lives. I am partici-
pating in the Shelanu Campaign in appreci-
ation for what KI has meant to my family.”

As the campaign continues to build the
endowment for KI, we will continue to share
stories about why members of our commu-
nity have made their decisions to participate.

For further information about the
Shelanu Campaign or to make your contri-
bution, please contact Brian Rissinger, our
Executive Director, in the Temple Office.

Shelanu Campaign Attracts Support for Varied Reasons;
Campaign Reaches New Levels

Congress Extends Tax-Free
Gifts from IRAs for 2010
and 2011!
Make a gift to KI’s Shelanu Campaign
that counts toward your Required
Minimum Distribution

As you know if you own an IRA, once
you reach age 70 ½ you must take out a
certain amount every year – the Required
Minimum Distribution (RMD).  This distri-
bution is taxed as ordinary income.  But,
for those who want to support KI, your
RMD actually creates a giving option.
How tax-free gifts from IRAs work
• A qualified distribution (up to $100,000 per

person) is made from your IRA directly to us.
This distribution counts toward your required

minimum distribution
• A donor who directs a qualified distribution

in January 2011 can choose to make the gift
effective in either 2010 or 2011

• Although there is no tax deduction, the
amount you send directly to us from your
IRA is excluded from your income for federal
tax purposes, which means you pay no
income tax on this amount.

• The entire amount transferred supports
Reform Congregation Keneseth Israel
because we are not required to pay income
tax on the IRA distribution.

An easy way to make an impact
Tax-free gifts from IRAs are simple to

complete, and may be a great option for
meeting your philanthropic goals.
Call Brian Rissinger at 215-887-8700.

Thank you to those KI mem-
bers who have already given
generously to the Shelanu
Campaign

R. George & Beth Abrams
Richard & Marci Abt
Arlin & Neysa Adams
Herb Altman
Dorothy Ancona
Beatrice Apfelbaum
Howard & Myrna Asher
Alan & Lynn Barbell
Edward and Amy Brantz

Bedrick
David & Marc Berman
John Binswanger
George & Joan Brantz
Arnold & Jeanette Brenman
Norman & Doris Brody
Andrew & Jody Brookman
Marc & Andy Brookman
Alan & Wendy Bruck
Kay Brylawski
Stephen and Sharon

Buckingham
Stephen & Laurie Capin
Darren Check
William & Flossy Clyman
Alan & Ann Cohen
Bud & Charlotte Cook
Harold & Geraldine Cramer
Marc & Marjorie Curtis

Cohen
J.J. & Barbara Cutler
Melanie & Anthony

D’Orazio
Jan and Ruth DuBois
Elliot and Lynore Eisman
Jack & Vickie Farber

Albert & Alma Finestone
Morris & Miriam Finkel
Marvin & Lois Finkelstein
Benjamin and Joyce

Fishbein
Andrew & Lori Flame
Morton Freedman
Gary & Susan Fried
Marc & Robin Furman
Steve & Sundee Gable
Donald Kates & Mo Ganey
Ethel Gershman
Harvey & Darlene Gilbert
Ben & Julie Ginsberg
James & Arlene Ginsberg 
Barry & Mindi Glachman
Jack Glass
Connie Gottlieb
Paula Goulden-Naitove
Yoni & Tracy Greenbaum, 
Howard & Emily Greenberg
Richard & Barbara

Greenberg
Seymour & Babe Hernes
Steven & Wendy Hess 
Charles & Barbara Kahn, Jr.
Alan & Ellen Kaplinsky
Jules & Connie Kay
Ronald & Lenore Kintisch (z”l)
Kevin & Chana Rothman

Kleinman
Marvin & Louise Kleinman
Aaron Krauss
Kruger, Isaak & Evonne
Mark & Karen Langsfeld, 
Mickey & Judith Langsfeld
Scott & Sharon Sood

Lempert
Michael & Caryl Levin 
Ross & Amy Levy

Bernard Liebowitz 
Herb & Sissie Lipton
Tobi Goldberg Maguire
Leon & Elsa Malmud
Philip & Susan Pollack

Margolis
Richard & Marjorie

Marsden
Rabbi Simeon & Judith

Maslin
Irwin & Barbara Rudnick

Matusow 
Nathaniel & Charlene Mayer
Raymond & Hannah

McGarry
Eve Mennies
Arnold & Norma Meshkov
Alan & Lois Meyers 
Robert & Robin Michaelson
Murray & Diane Miller
Michael & Marcy Monheit
Lionel & Charlotte

Moskowitz
Joan Myerson Shrager
Norman & Sallie Olson
Kevin & Iris Parker
Hildy Pepper 
Andrew & Deborah Polis 
Mark & Leza Raffel Rake
Adam & Jodi Reiff
Alan Reinach & Dana

Perlman Reinach
Jeffrey & Wendy Richman
Peter & Stacy Rigler 
Brian Rissinger
Albert Rodstein
Reed & Mindi Roeser
Robert & Carey Roseman
Jay Rosen
Fred & Myrna Rosenau

David & Sandy Rosenthal
James & Diane Rosenthal
William & Eileen Rosner
Robert & Pamela Saltzburg
David & Suzann Schiller
Helen Schneeberg
Ross F. Schriftman
Seth & Joyce Sapin

Schulman
Paul Schwab
Janice Schwartz Donahue
Jay & Randy Schwartz

Finestone
Evan & Lynn Rosen

Schwartz
Jane C. Schwartz
Joel & Charlotte Schwartz
Todd & Susan Schwartz
Amy Jo Seidman
Leonard & Joan Shore
Arthur & Carol Silverman 
Dolph Simons
Ruth Singer
Stanley & Lois Singer
Robert & Karen Sirota
John &  Anne Solis Cohen
Peter & Denise Soloff
Robert & Debra Staples
Lance & Liz Sussman
Vince & Missy Wardle 
Leonard & Dorothy

Wasserman
Laurence & Harriet Weiss,
Mark Weiss
Richard & Bobbi Weiss
Libby Wikler
Barry & Merle Wolf
Michael & Michele Yarnoff
Randall & Maryanne Zevin
Nathan & Joan Zinberg

We thank the following KI members for their generosity and
support of Our Shelanu Campaign

list incomplete
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NEWS FROM THE PRESCHOOL
KI Preschool: Reaching
For the Stars!

Each day I go upstairs to get my mail and
then mosey on back to my office. One day I
was walking back down-
stairs, looking through
the mail, when I saw a
large envelope peaking
through. I ripped it open,
hoping it was a docu-
ment I had been anx-
iously awaiting. Among the papers, I saw the
word “Congratulations!” and I felt an over
whelming pride for our school. The Richard
E. Rudolph, Jr. Preschool became an official
Pennsylvania Keystone STAR School!

This incredible distinction doesn’t just
happen over night. There are several stan-
dards in early childhood education that our
school had to meet. STAR (Standards,
Training/Professional Development,
Assistance and Resource) is not easily attain-
able. By becoming a PA Keystone STAR
School we are not only recognized as provid-
ing the best quality education in our state
but it provides us with a variety of benefits.

I can now apply for grant money to assist
with the purchasing of equipment, teacher
training and programming. KI teachers can
take courses in relevant degree programs with
little or no cost for tuition or supplies. We also

have access to workshops
on every aspect of early
childhood education and
care by the leading profes-
sionals in our community.

As a STAR 1 school, we
had to meet research-
based standards for program quality. Keystone
STARS program helps to improve the care and
education we provide and also builds on the
health and safety requirements regulated by
the Department of Public Welfare.

Our goal at the Richard E. Rudolph, Jr.
Preschool is to provide an environment that
is stimulating, supportive and loving but at
the same time can equip a child for success in
school and life. Research has shown that
quality early childhood education increases a
child’s likelihood to do well in school, gradu-
ate high school and college. Keystone STARS
is a quality rating and improvement system
that allows a Director to make any necessary
changes plus everyone benefits from being
held to a higher standard.

When you enter the Preschool, you will
see a decal on the door proudly proclaim-
ing that we are a PA Keystone STAR School.
I am extremely proud of our school and
teachers in helping the Richard E. Rudolph
Jr. Preschool reach to the STAR’s!!

B’Shalom,
Beth K. Berman, M.S., Ed. 

Director of Early Childhood Education

Beth Berman

Preschool continued on next page 

Preschool continued on page 17

NEWS FROM KIFTY
KIFTY is really excited for the start of

spring. More sun means longer days and
more event opportunities! We are gearing
up for an exciting Purim carnival on March
20th. Our students are hard at work plan-
ning their booths and activities, but we can
always use a hand from our wonderful par-
ent volunteers! If you are interested in
helping out this year, please contact Dan
Slipakoff (kiftyadvisor@gmail.com)

Another Shabbat Dinner, a Shul-in and
our annual Limo Night are in the works,
so please keep your eyes open for more
action from KIFTY in the near future!

Dan Slipakoff
215-694-8615   dan.slipakoff@gmail.com

Preschool kids and their teachers
enjoy the snow!

COME CELEBRATE PURIM AT KI!
Saturday, March 19, 6:00 p.m.     Shushan “Down the Shore”     KI will turn into our very own beach!

Starting at 6:00 pm, we will have hoagies and lemonade, a game of beach volleyball and other fun in the sun activities for kids.
At 7:00 p.m., we don our shades, go to the Chapel to hear Shir Joy sing Purim songs, and listen to the Megillah, the traditional story of

Purim. We’ll cheer for Mordechai and Esther and boo for Haman with our groggers. After the Megillah reading, we continue with a sing-a-
long with KI’s Coral Reef band: Michael Chauveau, Larry Belitsky, Rob Staples and Craig Reinheimer. Beach Purim Songs will be written by
Evan Schwartz, our in-house poet/schpiel writer. At the end, join us in our snack shack for some delicious Hamentaschen. See you there!!!

Purim Carnival Sunday, March 20, 11:30 a.m.
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“People of the Link” vs.
“People of the Book”

I am fresh off the plane from the annual
conference of the National Association of
Temple Educators (NATE), the professional
organization of all Reform educators, of
which I am privileged to both be a member
and serve on its Board of Directors.

This year our theme was “Imagineering:
How Technology is changing our people.”
We learned about every different new 
type of Jewish technology like Godcast – 
a weekly Torah Portion video,
MyJewishLearning.com, the best on line
site for Jewish searching about anything,
on line Religious Schools and other tech-
nology platforms to use in class. But we
spent most of our time talking about how
technology had (or had not) changed the
nature of community, and how we as edu-
cators can and should respond.

The most interesting discussion was an
ongoing debate about being the “people
of the book” (passive recipients of a fun-
nel of knowledge) or the “people of the
link” (those engaged in ongoing multi-
directional discussion of information and
formation of community. Those of you
who regularly read my writings or hear me
speak will not be surprised to know where
I fall on this debate.

What emerged from the conference is a
realization that not only are we not now the
people of the book – we have never been.
Our most fundamental text is not the Bible
(Torah) like Christians – a once-written never
changing document. When you read the
Torah you rarely find something that sounds
exactly like our current mitzvot – or system
of observance. Our most fundamental text is
the Talmud – a how to guide to all of our

observances along with
discussions that take place
across generations. It is in
the Talmud that we learn
how to observe almost
every holiday, what it
means to pursue justice or
how we might care for the
sick and mourn those we lose. We are com-
munity that has shaped itself not by trans-
mitting a specific set of information, but my
teaching a way of life.

Learning in our age is more than mem-
orizing facts and figures. For almost any-
thing we need to learn by constructing
meaning. The information has impact only
with points of contact, which make the
learning become relevant. Learning does
not belong to an individual person but is
made by the conversations in which the
learning takes place.

Our work is not successful if a student
learns a specific amount; it is successful if a
student becomes a Reform Jewish adult – if
the student is linked from the past genera-
tion to the next generation. This can only
take place where the links are fostered and
nurtured.

The Internet has changed the nature of
Jewish life – no longer is Jewish knowledge
possessed by the only who knows the most
amount of Talmud (usually known as the
Jewish professional) – anyone can gain the
information they desire. What is now fun-
damental in Jewish life – and what we have
devoted the work in our Religious School
to – is fostering the growth of our Jewish
children so that they can construct mean-
ing in what they learn and sprout into the
next generation of committed Reform Jews.

Rabbi Stacy Eskovitz Rigler
Director of Religious Education

Rabbi Stacy Rigler

Adult Education Programs
It’s Not Too Late to Register!

Become part of a community of learn-
ers and friends. You can attend our 10
spring programs for $18. Join the group! 
JOIN THE FUN!
Normal Aging
Dr. Albert Finestone
Monday, March 7 at 2:30 p.m.
Global Warming: Understanding
Science In The Headlines
Dr. Robert Bernoff
Wednesday, March 16 at 2:30 p.m.
“Enemies: A Love Story”
Movie discussion led by Isaak Kruger
Thursday, March 17 at 7:30 p.m.
Passover Fabric Workshop
Naomi Godel
Sunday, March 27 at 9:45 a.m.
Barry Levinson’s Liberty Heights
Movie discussion led by Isaak Kruger
Thursday, March 31 at 7:30 p.m.
Clay And Copper: Is The Bible True?
The Role Of Archeology
Rabbi Richard Steinbrink
Monday, April 4 at 2:30 p.m.

Caryl Levin, Adult Ed Chair

Jewish Genealogical Society of
Greater Philadelphia (JGSGP)
Meeting

March 14, 2011, 7:30 p.m., location to
be determined.

“Where in the Pale did we live and how
did we get here?”

David Brill, JGSGP member
Check JGSGP website: http://www.jew-

ishgen.org/jgsp/

Next stop was the Peoples Emergency
Center (PEC), also a Philadelphia communi-
ty outreach program whose mission as stat-
ed on their website is: “PEC nurtures fami-
lies, strengthens neighborhoods, and
drives change. We are committed to
increasing equity and opportunity
throughout our entire community. We
provide comprehensive supportive services
to homeless women and their children,
revitalize our West Philadelphia neighbor-
hood, and advocate for social justice.” KI

volunteers delivered 100+ bags of food,
learned about PEC housing, met PEC clien-
tele and took a tour of the PEC facilities. PEC
was also very grateful for KI’s donations.

Altogether the program was a huge suc-
cess, and programs like it are being planned
for the future. A special thanks to Donna
Shur, Lisa Mastoon Rabbi Kleinman and
Lisa Kagel for coordinating the event.
Thanks also to Jessie Pritchard for organiz-
ing card making, Nestle Waters North
America for hundreds of water bottles and
Trader Joe’s, who donated lots of food.

KI Volunteers continued from page 3 Celebrating a Special Event? 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO
HONOR A LOVED ONE?
Share Your Special Joys and Be A Part
of KI’s Beautiful Simcha Wall

If you are interested in purchasing a
plaque, and being part of this “celebra-
tion of joy,” please call the Temple Office
(215/887-8700). Plaques are $300.
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From the Museum

The permanent collection
of the Temple Judea Museum
(TJM) is the personality of the
Museum. It tells us who we are today as it
also tells us about the history of the Jewish
people. One might also say that the objects
in the collection provide the “raw materi-
al” for our exhibitions.

At its beginning in 1984, as the joined
collections of KI and of Temple Judea syna-
gogue, TJM’s original objects strongly
reflected a traditional conception of what
constituted Jewish Art at that time, such as:
fine examples of silver ceremonials; items
that reflect the rituals of the life cycle and
our holydays and holidays; many paintings
of rabbis and old European Jewish life; fine
fabrics such as Sabbath challah covers;
ancient archaeology and the like, all total-
ing almost 1,000 separate artifacts.

Today, 26 years later, almost 2,000
objects now represent a much broader
view of how we have come to visualize
Judaism in its myriad forms. In the last 26
years, as more and more Jewish museums
have opened their doors, the concepts and
realities of what constitutes a Jewish col-
lecting institution have changed radically.

Today the TJM collection is much
broader, primarily thanks to gifts from gen-
erous donors. It now includes contempo-
rary art and photographs as well as historic
paintings. Ephemera as curious as a carton
that once contained kosher Christmas
cookies sits next to a silver antique set of
tefillin. Israel now occupies an important
place in the collection, from its ancient
days to its important Bezalel art school, to
its cities, its art and its own ephemera.
There are now separate collections of dolls
and of plates, each reflective in a different
way of Jewish customs from countries far
and wide. The Holocaust is now represent-
ed through photographs, documents and
material objects.

The museum is known for the “Buxton
Collection of Jewish Music and the
Performing Arts” which did not exist just 6
years ago. Today our fastest growing dis-
creet collection is in the area of American
Jewish history. Fighting from the
Sidelines: The WWII Home-Front, the
museum’s fall 2010 exhibition, gave us the
opportunity to showcase the recent addi-

Museum continued at right

EXPANDED USE OF SECURITY FOB
If you have a key-fob, you can now use

your fob at the Rothschild entrance to KI, as
well as the main “circle” entrance.
Please note: You cannot be buzzed in at
the Rothschild entrance.

tion of the Silver Family WWII Ephemera
Collection. A gift from Labron Shuman, of
books and very rare pamphlets that tell fas-
cinating stories of American Jewish life is
another welcome addition in the area of
American Jewish history as is another
recent important gift, the immigration
papers of the family of Stanley
Goldenberg, a true historical treasure.

To showcase the collection each year
TJM dedicates its major exhibition, timed

to coincide with the Jewish High Holy
Days, to a different part of the collection.
In 2011 we will combine artifacts from our
rare books and documents with those
from the personal library of Rabbi Lance J.
Sussman, as we continue to celebrate his
10th anniversary. Our treasures are also the
subject of our Behind-The Scenes programs
that are a benefit of membership in the
Friends of the Temple Judea Museum. Join
us and see for yourself!

Rita Rosen Poley
Museum Curator/Director

Museum continued 

SHOFAR UKOPIA
CHMIELNICKI UPRISING

I originally intended to write this col-
umn about Sholem Asch, the Polish-born
American Jewish novelist, dramatist, and
essayist in the Yiddish language.

In reading about him I came upon the
fact that his Kiddush ha-Shem was one of
earliest historical novels in modern Yiddish
literature. It dealt with the anti-Semitic
Chmielnicki Uprising in mid-17th century
Ukraine and Poland.

So I decided to sketch an outline of this
uprising, what it meant to the Jewish peo-
ple, and its ultimate historical import. It is
a historically important time, fading from
Jewish memory, so I want to bring it to
your attention.

This uprising was a Cossack rebellion
against the Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth, lasting between 1648 and
1657. Under the command of a Jesuit
trained Ukrainian noble, Bohdan
Chmielnicki, Cossacks allied with Crimean
Tatars fought battles against the forces of
the Commonwealth. The result was the
eradication of the control of the Polish
szlachta (nobility) and their Jewish inter-
mediaries. Eventually, as a result of multi-
ple factors, not the least of which was the
ultimate weakening of the forces of
Chmielnicki from constant fighting,
Ukraine, finally an independent state for a
short time, was incorporated into the
Tsardom of Muscovy, the Cossacks having
sworn allegiance to the Tsar.

Space does not permit discussion of the
political intrigue and the several international

wars which occurred during this time span.
What is important to know is that begin-

ning in 1569 the Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth was formed. The nobility
oppressed the peasantry, introduced unwant-
ed religious missionary practices, and used
Jewish intermediaries to manage their estates.

So, when Chmielnicki told the people
that the Poles had sold them as slaves into
the hands of the “accursed Jews”, the citizen-
ry took up the battle cry and engaged in
wholesale massacre of Jews up and down
the entire swath of land which consisted of
modern day eastern Poland, Ukraine, and
into Lithuania. The account of the number
of dead varies considerably, but is likely that
at least 100,000 Jews were slaughtered, along
with many more Poles. The catastrophe was
worse than the Crusades and the Black
Death in Western Europe. Not until the age
of Adolph Hitler was its horror exceeded.

The scholars of the great Talmudic acad-
emies in the region were not spared;
Talmudic Judaism, legalistic by nature and
alien to the common Jewish person, lost
considerable ground. Chasidism experi-
enced explosive growth, its practices of
worship through emotional means more
understandable to the average person.

To us, Chmielnicki is one of the worst
Hamans in history; in Ukraine, whose inde-
pendence he secured for only a short time,
he is a national hero, along the lines of
George Washington. There is a square in Kiev
bearing his name and a statue; there is also a
town in that country named after him.

Dick Weiss
Chair, Religious Practices Committee 

Member, Adult Education Committee
Congregational Vice-President
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Beth Abrams
Beatrice B. Apfelbaum
Myrna & Howard Asher
Thelma Bayuk
Barbara & Bob Bronstein
Fredlyn Brown
Kay Brylawski

Laurie & Stephen Capin
Janice E. Cavoto
Phy & Michael Chauveau
Stephen Cherashore
Alan Cohen
Marc & Marjorie Cohen
Phyllis & Martin Cohen
Leba Cutler
Barbara R. DeLuca
Adam & Andrea Denish

Ruth & William Dodies
Robert Drucker
Ruth & Jan DuBois
Jules & Chantal Feinberg
Steven & Eileen Feldman
Eleanor Feldsher
Jan & Harold Finkelman
Marvin & Lois Finkelstein
Joyce & Ben Fishbein
Bernard Fischer

Dori Fisher
Sheldon & Rita Flame
Jeffrey Fogel
Kenneth J. Forman
Miriam Freeman
Sue, Gary & Jenna Fried
Marsha & Richard Gash
Darlene & Harvey Gilbert
Sally Ginsberg
Eve Glassberg

Glassman Family
Naomi M. Godel
Irene Goldbloom
Stanley Goldenberg
Charles Greenbaum
Emily & Howard
Greenberg
Richard & Barbara
Greenberg
Robert S. Grodinsky

Irene & Richard J. Gross
Beryl Halpern
Ruth Halpern
Carl & Edith Hanzelik
Ruth K. Hartz
Florence & Carl Herman
Joan Jaffe
Marilyn S. Kaplan
Phyllis Drucker Sichel

9<Lifelong Learning>
KI Cultural Council 60 Plus 
Thursday March 10, 2011 Meeting
The New Horizon Glee Club
Selma Savitz, Director
Songs of Broadway, Movies, Radio And TV

Sponsored by the Rosenau Fund
Reservations by Friday, March 4, 2011

Ki Members $15; Guests $17
All Payments at the Door $20
Please note new fee schedule

Send Checks to:
Reform Congregation Keneseth Israel
8339 Old York Rd. Elkins Park, Pa. 19027

Information: KI Office (215-886-8700)
or Doris Parker (215-886-9267)
Save the date:
April 14, 2011 Meeting
Rabbi Lance J. Sussman, Ph.D.

From The Meyers Library
The Meyers Library Committee is busy

planning two spring activities. We hope
you will plan to join us.
KI Authors

We will host an evening program fea-
turing David Sirota and Charles Fishman,
Keneseth Israel authors who have newly
published books. Other KI authors will dis-
play and sell their books. If you are a KI
author and would like to be included in
this event, please send your name and
information on your book to
library@kenesethisrael.org
World War II Vets

In conjunction with the Temple Judea
Museum we will sponsor an evening of
World War II Reminisces with veterans and
their families sharing stories and memorabil-
ia. If you would like to help the library com-
mittee plan either of these programs please
call or email the Meyers Library (215-887-
8700 x122 or library@kenesethisrael.org)
Sabra Cactus Pictures Needed

Did your family plant a sabra cactus last
spring at the ISRAELOLOGY Desert Science
in Israel program? Please submit or email
(library@kenesethisrael.org) a current pic-
ture of your cactus. The Meyers Library is
working with the Temple Judea Museum
on a special exhibition for Israel
Independence Day utilizing pictures of our
sabra cactus plants.
New Books and More New Books. 

The Meyers library continually adds to
our collection of books for both children
and adults. We now list these newly acquired
titles on eKIi and the KI Website. We also
post notices on the KI Facebook page. In
addition, the Meyers library has a special
Library email list. If you would like to receive
information on new acquisitions, library
events and updates please send your email
address to library@kenesethisrael.org. and
ask to be added to the email list.

Kindle User Group
Many KI members have mentioned that

they now own Kindles and are enjoying
reading books electronically. The library is
exploring the possibility of bringing togeth-
er Kindle Users who would be willing to
loan their Kindle books to other Kindle
users for the permitted two week period.
The library would act as an intermediary
between lenders and borrowers. If you are
interested in joining the group send you
email to: library@kenesethisrael.org.
Become a Library Volunteer

We need YOU! The Meyers Library is a
wonderful resource, with a huge selection
of books for your reading and research, a
comfortable environment, and good cof-
fee! Join the friendly volunteers who keep
our library up to date! If you’d like to vol-
unteer, e-mail library@kenesethisrael.org
or call: 215-887-8700, x 122.

Do you like to sell on the Internet? The
Meyers Library is looking for a volunteer to
sell some of the books that have been
“weeded” from our collection. We know
that someone in “computer-land” is look-
ing for these treasures! If interested in help-
ing with this project contact the Meyers
Library (215-887-8700 x122) or
library@kenesethisrael.org.

Remember that the Meyers Library is a
wireless computer zone. Bring your laptop;
enjoy a cup of gourmet coffee and explore
the latest book arrivals. Make the KI Library
your home away from home. The Meyers
library is THE place to be. Visit us soon. The
library is open on Tuesday and Wednesday
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (6:00 p.m.
when Religious School is in session.) It is
also open on Sunday morning from 9:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. whenever Religious
School is in session. Visit our book carts
Friday evenings before and after services.

Ellen Tilman
Director of Library Services

ONCE IN A LIFETIME: 
KI Goes to Israel

Please join Rabbi Sussman for a remark-
able KI congregational trip to Israel this
summer, set for August 1 - 11, 2011. We will
be flying round trip from Philadelphia. Our
journey will focus on Jerusalem, the Dead
Sea and Masada as well as the Galilee and
northern Israel.
A family trip, it is good for people of all ages.

Participants should be able to walk half
a mile and 2 flights of steps. We will have a
first class, air conditioned bus. Rabbi
Sussman will lead the tour with an Israeli
guide. Unique Shabbat services, a jeep ride
and floating in the “sea of salt” are but a
few of our many highlights.

To secure a place on this trip, a deposit
of $500 is required at the present time.

For further information about cost and
travel plans, please contact the Rabbis’
office at KI (215-887-8702).

Join us for a wonderful “trip of life
time” this summer!

You will remember it always!

Contributions continued from page 15
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