
T
h
e

Vol. 117, No.2 September 2011

Bulletin
Reform Congregation Keneseth Israel

Philadelphia’s First Reform Congregation
Established 1847

High Holy Day Information
see Page 5 

KI’s Trip to israel
see Photos on page 17 

d ti d f   16

(l-r) Rabbi Stacy Eskovitz Rigler, Secretary Aaron Krauss, Vice President Robert Saltzburg, Senior Rabbi Lance J. Sussman,
Treasurer Alan Barbell, Associate Secretary Ellen Sklaroff, Director of Early Childhood Education Beth Berman, President
Richard Weiss, First Vice President James Rosenthal, Vice President Emily Greenberg, Cantor Amy E. Levy, Executive Director
Brian Rissinger, Assistant Rabbi Kevin Kleinman, Immediate Past President Peter Soloff and Associate Treasurer Arnold Meshkov 

Ma
yy

ou
be

ins
cri

bed in the book of life for a fulfilli ng&
happyyear



NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT

The Keneseth Israelite
This year I intend to

write to you each month;
sometimes I will write
about our congregation,
and sometimes about
things of general Jewish
interest. This month, as I
promised in my August
column, I will begin the
biographies of our officers, an accom-
plished and varied group. They were put
forth as nominees because of their skills
and education, their backgrounds, their
dedication to KI, with an eye not only to
the present, but to the future as well. Here
are your vice-presidents:

Our first Vice President
is Jim Rosenthal. Let’s hear
his story in his words:

My wife Diane and I
and our two daughters,
Madeline and Jane, live in
Huntingdon Valley. I am a
lifelong member of KI. My
parents Sharon and Lee

joined the KI family in the early 1960s short-
ly after they were married. Since then KI has
been home to many events in our lives,
including weddings, b’nai mitzvahs, baby
namings and others.

After graduating from the Lower
Moreland School District in 1984, I complet-
ed a BS in Finance and Computer Science at
Lehigh University. Upon graduation I entered
the printing and graphic arts industry and
have remained there ever since.

When our children entered the KI
Preschool, it became clear that taking an
active role in synagogue life could make a
difference, not only in my children’s lives, but
in all of those who are part of the KI family.

My personal long-term goal helping to
ensure the financial stability of KI, making it
strong for generations to come, has been a
major focus of my efforts. I am proud to say
that with the help of many talented people
that goal is being achieved. I look forward to
continuing those efforts as well as focusing on
developing new membership initiatives and
contributing to the smooth operation of KI.
My other goal is to help KI take advantage of
technology to extend its reach, attract new
members and expand its programming.

…in addition, other members of my fam-
ily are active participants in KI life. I am also
a member of the KI softball team which has

been a perennial playoff contender, and enjoy
a competitive game of tennis with other
members of KI on a regular basis. (Ed.
Note – Jim served as KI treasurer for the
past two years.)

Emily Greenberg also
serves as a Vice President. A
graduate of Cheltenham
High School and the
University of Pennsylvania,
Emily served for 16 years
on the Cheltenham School
Board, 4 years as vice president and 4 years
as president. She is married to Howard
Greenberg, partner in the law firm of
Semanoff, Ormsby, Greenberg, and
Torchia. She is the mother of four children
and three grandchildren. At KI, Emily has
been involved in Adult Education, and
served as co-chair of Rabbi Sussman’s
Cultural Community Board. She has taught
piano and music theory and started playing
the harp three years ago. She has written 6
full length Purim Shpiels in her former syn-
agogue, which contributed materially to
students being retained for confirmation.

Rob Saltzburg, is the Vice
President who has been the
principal architect of our
recent budgets and whose
diligence has resulted in
bringing stability to our con-
gregation’s financial state. He
lives in Lafayette Hill with his

wife Pamela and children William, Jacob,
and Shayna. Their children are fifth genera-
tion KI members. He was born and raised in
Philadelphia, and earned his Bachelor’s
degree in Business Administration with dual
concentration in Accounting and Computer
Systems Management from Drexel
University. He then earned an MBA from
Villanova, passed the CPA exam and worked
in both public accounting and various con-
sulting, accounting and finance positions.
Rob has worked at Furniture Imports, Inc.
for over ten years and is currently Vice
President, CFO and a member of the
Corporation’s Board of Directors.

Rob has volunteered for and supported
various charitable organizations which
include the KI Torah Project the Finance,
Investment, and Budget Committees, the
last of which he has also chaired for the
past four years. He is a utility outfielder for

Dick Weiss

Jim Rosenthal

Rob Saltzburg

Emily Greenberg
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SENIOR STAFF
Senior Rabbi Rabbi Lance J. Sussman, Ph.D., D.D.

RabbiLJS@kenesethisrael.org
215-887-8702

Assistant Rabbi Rabbi Kevin M. Kleinman
RabbiKleinman@kenesethisrael.org
215-887-8702

Cantor Amy E. Levy
cantorael@kenesethisrael.org
215-887-8702

Executive Director Brian Rissinger
brissinger@kenesethisrael.org
215-887-8700

Director of Religious Education Rabbi Stacy Eskovitz Rigler
educator@kenesethisrael.org
215-887-8704

Director of Early Childhood Beth K. Berman
Education preschooldirector@kenesethisrael.org

215-885-2425
Rabbi Emeritus Simeon J. Maslin, D. Min.
Cantor Emeritus Richard Allen
Exec. Administrator Emeritus William Ferstenfeld, F.T.A.

OFFICERS
President Richard Weiss
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First Vice President James Rosenthal
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Vice Presidents Emily Brecker Greenberg

embrecker@aol.com
Robert Saltzburg
thirdsaltz@aol.com

Secretary Aaron Krauss
aaronkrauss@verizon.net

Associate Secretary Ellen Green Sklaroff
esklaroff@hotmail.com

Treasurer Alan S. Barbell
abarbell@comcast.net

Associate Treasurer Arnold B. Meshkov
docarn@aol.com

Honorary Presidents Hon. Arlin Adams, Charles C. Pollack, 
Hon. Paul L. Jaffe, Louis A. Doull, 
Joyce Fishbein, Michael Goldberg, 
Hon. Jan E. DuBois, Miriam Finkel, 
Connie Kay, Steven A. Arbittier, 
E. Harris Baum, Norma Meshkov, 
Karen L. Sirota, Carey S. Roseman, 
Andrew J. Flame, Peter J. Soloff
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Editor Karen Sirota
Design Consultant Alan Hockstein
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Center City Lunch ‘n’ Learn
Third Thursday (usually) of
September–May   Noon to 1:30 p.m.

Join Rabbi Lance Sussman in Center
City for the new series, “The Prophetic
Message”, beginning September 15. Lunch
will be provided ($10/person).

To volunteer to host one of these ses-
sions at your office, to join the e-mail notifi-
cation list and/or to RSVP (by the day
before at noon), contact Barbara at 215-
887-8702 or Barbara@kenesethisrael.org

All are welcome. No prior knowledge of
Hebrew necessary.
September 15 – An Introduction to
Israelite Prophecy
October 19 [WED] – Pre-classical
Prophets: From Samuel to the Judges
November 17 – Amos: Prophet of Justice
December 22 – Hosea: Prophet of Love
January 19 – Isaiah: The Covenant with
David and Jerusalem
February 16 – Jeremiah: Prophet of Doom
March 15 – Second Isaiah: Message of Hope
April 19 – Ezekiel: Envisioning the Future
May 17 – The End of Prophecy

CANTOR’S MESSAGE

We Welcome to KI
our New Organist 

I, along with our organist search com-
mittee, had met and heard several organist

candidates over the
summer. One stood
out, - Andrew Senn, we
were taken by his musi-
cianship, improvisatory
ability, and positive per-
sonality. You can get to
know Andrew and his
beautiful playing on
Shabbats and the High

Holy Days. Andrew will
be accompanying our Adult Volunteer
Choir at rehearsals and services.

If you would like to check out our
new talented organist, his website is
www.andrewsenn.com and his CDs will

be in our gift shop as
well.

Here is a little more
about Andrew:

A native of Chicago,
Andrew Senn began his
music studies on the
piano at the age of six. At
thirteen he focused his studies on the
organ, primarily with William Aylesworth,
and also serving as Organ Scholar at The
Parish Church of St Luke in Evanston,
Illinois. During this time he also undertook
coaching with Paul Manz, David Schrader
and Martin Jean.

At eighteen Andrew was accepted on a
merit-based, full-tuition scholarship to
study organ with John Weaver at The Curtis
Institute of Music in Philadelphia. While at
Curtis, he held posts at historic St Peter’s
Church and Washington Memorial Chapel
at the National Shrine in Valley Forge

Cantor Amy Levy

Cantor’s Message continued on page 7

KI on the Air Broadcast
has moved to

WWDB 860 AM
Same time — 10:00 a.m. 

New station!

the KI softball team.
I hope these brief introductions serve to

inform you of the talents and dedication of
our top leadership. Next month — more
officers’ biographies.
Shalom,

Dick Weiss

President’s Message continued from page 2

Andrew Senn

RABBI’S MESSAGE

The Year Ahead,
5772, in Israel 
and at Home

Dear Friends,
I am writing this greeting in mid-August,

just a few days after returning home from
Israel. Together with 36 KI members, family
and friends we explored Jerusalem, celebrat-
ed a Bat Mitzvah on Masada, floated on the
Dead Sea, rode in jeeps through the Golan
and stayed at Kibbutz HaGosherim on
Israel’s northern border. The trip was won-
derful, indeed perfect, from takeoff in
Philadelphia, to every Israeli salad we ate, to
our wonderful final dinner in old Tel Aviv. I
don’t how many times I have been in Israel.
22? 23? All I can say is that each visit is
unique and better than the one before it.
This one was no different.

While in Israel we saw for ourselves the
massive demonstrations concerning public
housing. Tents were in clear evidence in
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv and even in smaller
places. The crowds of protesters were very
large (in the tens of thousands in
Jerusalem, in the hundreds of thousands in
Tel Aviv). They were orderly, festive and

very young. Israel is in
the middle of an
unprecedented housing
boom. A studio apart-
ment in Tel Aviv now
goes for $500,000 and a
penthouse may run as
high as $10 million.
The middle and blue-collar class youth are
being squeezed and are challenging the
government to reassess the nation’s priori-
ties. Should Israel be subsidizing yeshivot
and settlements and not secular people in
the middle of the country? The demonstra-
tors clearly have the attention of the gov-
ernment. We shall we see what happens.
For my part, I was deeply impressed by the
call for “tzedek chevrati” (social justice)!

Looming just over the horizon is the
question of a possible UN vote on
Palestinian statehood. What the
Palestinians have failed to achieve through
violence, they are now trying through politi-
cal and PR means to delegitimize Israel and
set the stage for a global boycott of Israeli
goods, particularly the high tech exports
which drive the Israeli economy. September
may yet be a tough month for Israel with
the prospect of sustained Arab political
action on the ground in the Middle East

Rabbi Lance Sussman

Rabbi’s Message continued on page 20



Shabbat Worship Schedule
Friday, September 2
Shabbat Shoftim – Deuteronomy 16:18
8:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service
Saturday, September 3
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Friday, September 9
Shabbat Ki Tetze – Deuteronomy 21:10
5:45 p.m. Tot Shabbat
7:15 p.m. Informal Shabbat
Saturday, September 10
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Bat Mitzvah of Brianna Leigh Yarnoff
2:00 p.m. Rydal Park Shabbat
Friday, September 16
Shabbat Ki Tavoh – Deuteronomy 26:1
8:00 p.m. Sabbath for the Soul
Saturday, September 17
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
B’nai Mitzvah of Daniel David Klugman and
Robert Ellis Klugman
5:30 p.m. Havdalah Service
Bat Mitzvah of Hannah E. I. Mayer
Friday, September 23
Shabbat Nitzavim-Vayelech – 
Deuteronomy 29:9
8:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service
Saturday, September 24
9:00 a.m. Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah of Noah Perry Dworetsky
8:00 p.m. Selichot Service
Wednesday, September 28
Erev Rosh Hashanah
8:00 p.m. Rosh Hashanah Service
Thursday, September 29
Rosh Hashanah—Day Services
10:00 a.m. Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Youth Service
Hearing Impaired Service
3:00 p.m. Tot Service
3:30 p.m. Rosh Hashanah Service–Blue Bell
4:00 p.m.Tashlich at Wall Park
Friday, September 30
8:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service

4 <Worship>

     lk  k d    

TORAH TIME
SHABBAT READINGS
September, 2011/5771

Judaism is a religion of “the Book.”
Every Shabbat and holiday is punctuated
with a selection from the Torah and
related portions from other sections
from Tanach (the Hebrew Bible). The
following includes citations for the read-
ing of Scripture in the synagogue for the
month ahead as well as a brief summary
of the parashot and haftarot. For more
extensive investigation of the weekly
Torah portion, please consider attending
KI’s lively Torah Study Havurah, which
meets every Saturday morning in the
synagogue Library at 9:00 a.m. and is led
by our rabbinic staff.

Rabbi Lance J. Sussman, Ph.D.

Shoftim
September 3 4 Elul
Deut. 16:18 Is. 51:12
Plaut, p.1456/1292 Plaut, 1607/1316

Deuteronomy 16:20 states “Justice,
justice, you shall pursue,” one of the
grand summaries of Judaism’s basic
teachings. Subsequent teachings describe
the duties of the king, priests and
prophets of Israel. The Haftarah is the
fourth “Message of Consolation” follow-
ing the Ninth of Av.

Ki Tetze
September 10 11 Elul
Deut. 21:10 Isaiah 54:1
Plaut, 1482/1320 Plaut, 1612/1345

The final laws enunciated by the Torah
deal with family and other legal matters.
Included among the many halachot
(Jewish religious laws) this week are fit
punishment for rebellious children, proper
burial of the dead, respect for one’s neigh-
bor’s property, building safety codes, rape,
interest rates and laws regulating divorce.
The Haftarah, part of the series in the wake
of Tisha B’Av, offers words of consolation
from the prophet Isaiah. “As I swore the
waters of Noah nevermore would flood
the earth,” Isaiah says in the name of God,
“so I swear I will not be angry with you.”
Together, the Torah and the Haftarah offer
a portrait of a just society and a hopeful
tomorrow.

Ki Tavo
September 17 18 Elul
Deut. 26:1 Isaiah 60:1
Plaut, 1508/1347 Plaut, p.1614/1368

Ki Tavo begins with plans for dramatic
ceremonies “to mark Israel’s arrival in the
Land” of Israel. It then goes on to urge the
people to keep all the terms of the covenant
by invoking the principle of lex talonis,
namely that cooperation will bring bless-
ings to the people and disobedience will
result in curses and disaster. The message of
the Torah is softened by another Haftarah
of Consolation. Again, the prophet Isaiah
announces that Israel, long punished for its
ancient misbehavior, will face a brighter
future. “Arise, shine,” the Haftarah begins,
“for your light has dawned!”

Nitzavim - Vayelech
September 24 25 Elul
Deut. 29:9 Isaiah 61:10
Plaut p.1537/1372 Plaut, p.1618/1382

The beginning of this portion, actually
part of an extended sermon by Moses at
the end of the Exodus, is familiar to us as
the [Reform] Torah reading for the morn-
ing of Yom Kippur. Seemingly a descrip-
tion of our own communal behavior, the
portion portrays our ancestors as a vast
congregation assembled to renew its alle-
giance to the pact between the people of
Israel and its God. The “second” portion,
Vayelech, reports on the “last days of
Moses.” The Haftarah, the seventh message
of consolation, reminds us that “for the
sake of Zion, I will not be silent.”

Haazinu 
October 1 3 Tishrei
Deut. 32:1 II Samuel 22:1
Plaut, p.1556/1398 Plaut, p.1626/1413

One of the great epic poems of the
Torah, Haazinu is a literary masterpiece. In
it, Moses pays homage to the greatness of
God and Israel’s troubled relationship with
the Eternal One. In the end, Haazinu offers
the Jewish people hope for the future.
Moses, however, “is bidden to ascend Mt.
Nebo” and prepare for his death. Similarly,
the Haftarah includes the text of King
David’s song of Thanksgiving. In it, David
proclaims his enduring faith in God.

*Pages in G. Plaut’s The Torah: A Modern
Commentary (1981)/Revised (2005)
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Members in good standing will receive
High Holy Day tickets after Labor Day.

High Holy Day “Courtesy Tickets”
offered only to out-of-town guests.

Congregants who are expecting guests
for the holidays should be aware of the fol-
lowing congregational policies:

• Your out-of-town guests who are mem-
bers of a Reform Synagogue in their
communities should obtain a URJ
Reciprocal HHD Form from their
home synagogue and submit it to KI.

We will gladly issue courtesy tickets to
your guest upon receipt of that form.

• For your out-of-town guests who are not
members of a Reform Synagogue, we
are happy to issue HHD tickets with a
minimum contribution of $150 per
person. Please make your request to the
administrative office at 215-887-8700.

• In consideration of our members, 
courtesy tickets are only issued to 
out-of-towners.

COME JOIN US FOR SPIRITUALITY
THROUGH SOUND: 

Our Sabbath for the Soul
Fridays, September 16 - November 18
7:00 p.m. Wine Tasting
8:00 p.m. Service

Last March was our first Sabbath for the
Soul, and we experienced worship through
image and sound. We received positive
feedback from you about this service, and
we will have four of them throughout the
year. We hope that our “Sabbath for the
Soul” Friday night service will reach adults
in our community, who are looking for
something different, spiritual, and mean-

ingful in congregational prayer.
After a festive wine tasting in the lobby,

we will continue in the Chapel with our
“Sabbath for the Soul.” The cantor and KI’s
Levite band led by the talented and creative
Ross M. Levy will guide the congregation
through this upbeat, hip service. It will fea-
ture contemporary music arranged so that
people can sing, clap, and if they are so
moved, even dance along. The evening will
conclude with a delicious dessert Oneg.

We are hoping to make this Shabbat
evening experience one that you would
want to share. Please invite your friends
and family for this spiritual and meaning-
ful worship experience.

Gender Sensitive High Holy Day 
Prayer Books
Please reserve _____ copies of the High 
Holy Day Prayer Book(s) at $25. each.

■ English Opening  ■ Hebrew Opening

Name

Phone Number

Check (payable to KI) enclosed $______
Send to KI: 8339 Old York Road, Elkins
Park, PA 19027

HIGH HOLY DAY PRAYER BOOKS
High Holy Day Gender Sensitive prayer

books, used by our congregation, are avail-
able in the KI administrative office. The cost
is $25 per book, with Hebrew or English
opening. We would be happy to accept
your pre-1996 editions as a donation to KI.

Important High Holy Day Information:

URJ Biennial Coming to
Washington, D.C.
DECEMBER 14 –18

Join with 5,000+ Reform Jews world-wide
to learn study, dance pray and schmooze.

Registration will be live in mid- August.
You will be creating a storehouse of

wonderful memories at this unforgettable
gathering

For more information, log onto:
https://urjbiennial.zerista.com/

Selichot Study and Service
Panel Discussion
“Do Jews Really Pray”
Saturday, September 24
8:00 p.m. – Reception and Study

Selichot are the penitentiary prayers that
Jews traditionally recite in preparation for the
High Holy Days. They, along with prayers of
gratitude and praise, make up the three major
categories of Jewish prayer. They constitute the
foundation for our daily, weekly and holiday
gatherings as a community. Most of the texts
for our prayers are fixed. Ironically, that was
not the aim of the early rabbis, who insisted
that the intention behind one’s prayers was
more important that the exact words that are
recited. Today, most American Jews can recite
Hebrew words but struggle to understand the
meaning. How does this impact our prayer?
How do we make our prayers meaningful in
modern times? This year’s Selichot study pro-
gram will feature a panel of congregants and
clergy who will respond to these and other
questions about the sincerity of prayer.

HIGH HOLY DAY RADIO
BROADCAST
WWDB 860

Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur
Morning services

Beginning at 10:00 a.m.

Yom Kippur afternoon through
Memorial and Neilah Services

Beginning at 3:15 p.m.

HIGH HOLY DAY SERVICE SCHEDULE
Saturday, September 24
8:00 p.m.  – Selicho
Wednesday, September 28 - 8:00 p.m.
Erev Rosh Hashanah
8:00 p.m. – Evening service
Thursday, September 29
Rosh Hashanah
10:00 a.m. - Morning Service (Korn Sanctuary)
10:30 a.m. - Service for the Hearing Impaired
(Chapel)
10:30 a.m. - Youth Service, grades 3-7
(Rothschild Auditorium)
3:00 p.m. – Tot Family Service (Korn Sanctuary)
3:30 p.m. – Family Service in Blue Bell Country Club
4:30 p.m. – Family Reception and Taschlich at
Wall Park
Friday, October 7
Erev Yom Kippur
6:00 p.m. – Family Service (Korn Sanctuary)
8:00 p.m. – Kol Nidre Service (Korn Sanctuary)
Saturday, October 8
10:00 a.m. – Morning Service (Sanctuary)
10:30 a.m. - Service for the Hearing Impaired
(Chapel)
10:30 a.m. - Youth Service, grades 3-7
(Rothschild Auditorium)
12:30-1:30 p.m. – Study Session (Korn
Sanctuary)
2:00 p.m. – Tot Family Service (Korn Sanctuary)
3:15-5:00 p.m. – Afternoon and Memorial
Services (Korn Sanctuary)
5:15 p.m. – Neilah Service (Korn Sanctuary)
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NEWS FROM THE PRESCHOOL

A few months back, while on vacation
close to New York, I was lounging by the
pool, minding my own business when I
couldn’t help but eavesdrop on a nearby con-
versation. I was listening to a father ask his
young daughter, “What’s your favorite holi-
day?” to which she replied, Christmas. He
then asked a nearby mother who was playing
with her daughter the same question, and
she replied Hanukkah. The first parent then
proceeded to talk about how his daughter
knows all about the Jewish holidays because
she goes to a Jewish Preschool. The other par-
ent continued the conversation by saying her
daughter also attends a Jewish Preschool. Her
four-year-old goes to a JCC right outside of
New York. The mother asked this father,
whom she just met while the kids were play-
ing, why he choose a Jewish preschool since
he is not Jewish? His immediate reply was,
“It’s the best!” His daughter attends a Jewish
Preschool in Brooklyn. Of course now, I was
strategically paying attention and hanging on
every word. What he said next was extremely
heartfelt to me. This father of a non-Jewish
preschooler commented that it is “the values
taught at the Jewish school,” that really
meant so much to him.

Of course being a Jewish Preschool
Director I felt this was such a wonderful
conversation and validated the importance
of a Jewish early childhood education.

I have had the opportunity to visit sever-

al Jewish early childhood
centers across the country.
Each school has different
room set ups, class sizes
and outdoor playgrounds
but we all have one com-
mon thread that ties us
together. The key is that each Preschool’s
curriculum focuses on the same Jewish core
values. I have enjoyed visiting a Preschool in
Texas on a Friday and watching as children
put their money in a Tzedakah box. I was
amazed at an Arizona Preschool that had a
large outdoor area with animals and gar-
dening activities. There was a specialist
teaching about taking care of nature. In
Cleveland I listened as children were learn-
ing about respecting our traditions and one
another in a beautiful children’s library. As I
visit these Preschools I am so proud of KI.
There is a feeling of connection that I get
when I am walking through the classrooms
of these other schools.

It’s comforting as a Jewish educator to
know that the daily experiences we have
each day in our preschool, that bring joy to
so many families, is also happening across
the country. Now how did I know that the
little girl in the pool attended the JCC? Of
course I had to ask and then brag about our
own KI Preschool.

Have a wonderful New Year,
Beth K. Berman, M.S., Ed. 

Director of Early Childhood Education

Beth Berman

Preschool continued on next page 

Preschool continued on page 17

NEWS FROM KIFTY

To the AMAZING 
Members (future 
and present) of KIFTY!

I am writing this letter to introduce
myself. My name is Ellie Tepper and I am
your new KIFTY advisor. I could not be
more excited to join the KI family and take
on this exciting and fun position for the
2011-2012 year.

A little bit about me: I live in the
Abington area (GO GHOSTS) and was the
RCVP and President of BAFTY (Beth Am’s
youth group) when I was in high school. I
graduated in 2010 from the University of
Miami with a major in music education.
While there, I worked as a youth group
advisor and religious school teacher at
Temple Beth Am in Pinecrest, Florida. For
the past five summers, I have worked at
Camp Harlam and returned this year as
the Carmel Unit Head. I love all things
Jewish: camp, NFTY, and youth groups!

My goal is to work hard with both the
board and the members of KIFTY to create
an amazing year, filled with fun events and
social action projects. I want this to be the
best, most KIF-TASTIC (new word: enjoy it,
love it, spread it!) year KIFTY has ever seen!!

If you have any questions, comments, or
just a strong desire to say hi and introduce
yourself, don’t hesitate to email me at: 
ellietepper@gmail.com Again, I am so excit-
ed for this next year and I hope you are too!!

Lots of KIFTY love,
Ellie Tepper

Service Schedule continued from page 4

Share Your Simchas at an Oneg Shabbat
CALL THE KI OFFICE    215-887-8700

LOWELL SCHOOL
CHILDREN NEED US

Beginning this past school year, KI
entered into a partnership with the Lowell
Elementary School, a K-4 school located in
the Olney section of Philadelphia. A dedi-
cated number of volunteers, from high
schooler’s to retirees, provided mentoring
services and assistance in after-school clubs.
Also, much needed school supplies were
donated to the school.

As we prepare for the upcoming school
year, we are excited to continue this success-
ful partnership program. The needs of this

school are many and varied, including one
to one or group mentoring, assistance with
after school clubs and administrative duties.
Any time commitment is welcomed; after
school, during the school day, on a weekly
basis, or as needed for special projects.

If you are interested in joining us to con-
tinue this wonderful mitzvah, please contact
Debbie Zlotnick: dzlotnick@comcast.net or
215-782-8684 or Margie Curtis Cohen at
margie7610@gmail.com or 610-306-3699.

We look forward to continuing this
valuable tradition,

Debbie Zlotnick
Margie Curtis-Cohen

Trees for Israel
If you are interested in making a

donation, please contact, Beryl Halpern
(215-635-0452) and she will be glad to
mail out a beautiful tree certificate for
you. The cost is $10.50 

Please mail checks, payable to 
KI Forest, to Keneseth Israel 
8339 Old York Road, 

Elkins Park, PA 19027 
attn: Beryl Halpern.
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Creating in a 
“Beta Stage”

“Beta” the second letter of the Greek
alphabet is slowly creeping into the lexicon
of the English language as a state of being.
Officially it is a term for software after its
initial development when it is complete
but needs to be tested to see how it works
when it is used. The “beta” version of soft-
ware is sometimes released to a limited
audience but more and more it is released
to anyone who wants to try out the prod-
ucts.  These individuals get to try out a
product first hand and the companies get
the benefit of a free labor force. 

Today on a conference call about social
media and education, the speaker stated that
most synagogue development is perpetually
in “beta” stage. The world and its possibilities
are changing too rapidly not to experiment
and try things out. While we can think criti-
cally and evaluate our needs and how tech-
nology might fill those needs, the time when
a “product” is released in its final form is over. 

As Jewish professionals I feel that we
always release something in “beta” form.
My job is to provide the idea, but how it
will be used and how it will be received are
never known. It is why I feel so blessed to

be the educator at this
fantastic synagogue.
Instead of people viewing
themselves as customers
or guests receiving a prod-
uct or being entertained,
our congregation is full of
people who are volunteering to be part of
the “beta” product. Our school offers pro-
grams and classes, and endless opportuni-
ties to be engaged in Jewish life. But how
you construct your own individual Jewish
life is up to you, it’s how you choose to
download and adapt the experiences. It is
also important that you share how these
experiences work for you, what syncs with
your family and what causes glitches.

As we embark on a new Religious
School year, it’s not new programs that I’m
presenting here, as we have done in the
past.  Instead, this year, we have upgraded,
we have tweaked, and we have continued
to work to implement the ideas and sug-
gestions our congregation has provided.
We have done this with tremendous help
and support. As we launch into a new year
I look forward to the chance to help
engage in this sacred work with all of you.

Shanah Tova
Rabbi Stacy Eskovitz Rigler

Director of Religious Education

Rabbi Stacy Rigler

KI College Connection
We want to keep in touch with your

college student with letters, e-mails, goodie
bags and general communications
throughout the school year.

Even if you signed up last year, please
return the form you receive in the mail by
September 12, or send the following 
information to Debbie Zlotnick 
(dzlotnick@comcast.net)

Student’s name

College name and complete mailing address

College year (i.e., freshman, sophomore, etc.)

School e-mail

School phone number

National Park. He also began a ten-year
post as an Assistant Organist at the world-
famous Wanamaker Organ, where he per-
formed over 2,000 daily recitals.

Upon graduating from Curtis, Andrew
was appointed to a unique dual position
of Organ and Choral Scholar at Truro
Cathedral in Cornwall, England, where he
studied the English choral tradition under
the cathedral organist, Andrew Nethsingha.

In August of 2006, Andrew was
appointed Director of Music and Organist
at The First Presbyterian Church in
Philadelphia. There he continues the rigor-
ous music program set forth by the leg-
endary Alexander McCurdy and continued
by such notables as Keith Chapman and
John Tuttle. In addition to the all-profes-
sional Chancel Choir, he has formed a vol-

unteer Parish Choir as well as a successful
concert series.

Earning a growing reputation as a con-
ductor, Andrew has led notable perform-
ances of Handel’s Messiah, Poulenc’s
Concerto for Organ, Strings and Timpani,
Britten’s Saint Nicolas, Bach’s B minor
mass and Duruflé’s Requiem. Known for
his colorful programming and exciting
playing, Andrew’s engagements have taken
him to such venues as The Cathedral of St
John the Divine New York, St Thomas
Church New York, St Philip’s Cathedral
Atlanta, Verizon Hall at the Kimmel Center
for the Performing Arts Philadelphia, and
Westminster Abbey, St George’s Chapel
Windsor Castle, and the Cathedrals in
London, Truro, Rochester and Chichester
in England. He has also given recital tours
in Germany every year since 2001.

Cantor Amy Levy

Cantor’s Message continued from page 3

Embroidered Names on
Shabbat Tablecloth

Have you noticed the lovely embroi-
dered cloth that adorns one of the tables
during the Oneg Shabbat?

This cloth displays beautifully embroi-
dered names of congregants who wish oth-
ers a “Good Shabbat”. It’s a lovely senti-
ment and K.I. is the beneficiary of the
funds raised from this project.

Many congregants have already support-
ed this endeavor. I hope you will consider
joining them. One line - $25. For informa-
tion call Babe Hernes 215-379-5438 or
Doris Parker 215-886-9267

KNITTING 
SUPPLIES NEEDED

The after-school Knitting Club at Lowell
Elementary School is in need of the follow-
ing: knitting needles Sizes 7-10, yarn and
crochet hooks, for their September pro-
gram. If you would like to donate please
contact Anne Brown: 215-635-7703 or
arbrown7703@gmail.com 

There will be a box in Rothschild
Auditorium for your donations.
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From the Museum

Traditionally, as we
welcome the New Year,
the fall exhibition of the
Temple Judea Museum
celebrates different facets
of the Museum’s permanent collection.
Last year, in 2010, we looked at the WWII
Home-Front through the lens of our, then,
newest collection, the Silver Family WWII
Home-Front Ephemera Collection. In pre-
vious years we have shown our myriad
plates that are reflective of Jewish custom
and culture, our noted textiles, silver, Israel
collection and more.

Where to go next? In looking at the pat-
tern of our recent acquisitions, most of
them gifts from generous donors, it became
clear that the tide is turning away from the
traditionally regarded Judaica of precious
metals to the new field of ephemera. In
addition to the Silver Collection many
other paper-based objects - old and rare
books and pamphlets and art objects - have
come into the collection. What they have in
common is that, not only are they all on
paper, but they all contain words: English,
Hebrew and/or Yiddish.

We already were rich in antiquarian pre-
cious books, ketubot (Jewish marriage con-
tracts) and megillot (Esther scrolls). Why
not an exhibition that drew upon these old
and new strengths? So, September 24, 2011
will see the presence of WORDworks:
Precious Heritage in the gallery and show-
cases of the Temple Judea Museum.

In making selections for the exhibition
it became clear to me and to guest curator,
Lynne Bloom, that we could easily do two
or three exhibitions on the theme of
WORDworks. Our collection is that rich
and interesting. We are also fortunate to be
able to include recent gifts and loans from
noted collector, Labron Shuman, arranged
through the good work of Phyllis Sichel,
one of the Museum’s oldest and most
important Friends.

In addition, how could we present such
an exhibition without including significant
loans from the KI Myers Library and the KI
Archives? Finally, KI’s own number one
book collector Rabbi Lance J. Sussman had
to be consulted and included. All this is
shaping up as one fabulous, very heteroge-

TJ Museum continued at right

neous exhibition.
Lynne Bloom and I decided that, as

rich as the visual presentation is sure to be,
two things were missing. Books are read,
treasured and collected by people. We
decided that we needed to show and hear
the influence of books and the written
word on some of the people who love
them. So listen for SOUNDworks, curated
by Marlene D’Orazio Adler with the tech-
nical help of Norman Olson, a soundtrack
of recorded readings by KI members that
will play in the gallery. Look also for the

photographs of some of our donors and KI
family, with their treasured word based
objects and books scattered throughout the
exhibition.

Finally, be sure to look in the mail for
the announcement of the exciting
WORDworks opening reception and pro-
grams (also to be found in the KI Torah
VeTarbut activity booklet).

WELCOME to another exciting year of
activities and exhibitions at the Temple
Judea Museum!

Rita Rosen Poley
Museum Curator/Director

Museum continued 

Old York Road: 
Re-Energizing Our Community 

to Meet Your Needs

What Would It Take To Make Old York Road
A More Viable, Vibrant Destination?

Please join us as we engage in a dialogue about revitalizing our greater

community. We need your ideas, hopes and vision to maintain and

enhance the Old York Road Corridor through Cheltenham, Jenkintown

and Abington as a walkable destination for dining, shopping, working

and congregating. 

Sponsored by the Old York Road Revitalization Group:  A coalition of

seven area synagogues, reaching out across our diverse community to

engage residents, community groups and religious institutions of all

denominations. 

Please join us at one or both of the following two forums:

Wednesday, October 5, 2011, 6:30 – 9:30 pm 
Abington Junior High School, 2056 Susquehanna Road, Abington, PA

Monday, October 10, 2011, 6:30 – 9:30 pm 
Cheltenham School District Building, 2000 Ashbourne Road, Elkins Park, PA

Registration is recommended – http:tiny.cc/OldYorkRoad
This work is being led by the Fels Institute of Government’s Research 

and Consulting.
For more information visit: http://www.fels.upenn.edu/Old-York-Road or call

Linda Breitstein at 215-898-1112
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From The Meyers Library

What did you do on your summer vaca-
tion is a question one is frequently asked dur-
ing September. I easily answer that I read
books. This past summer I read in preparation
for the coming year in the Meyers Library. I
read Erik Larson’s new historical narrative In
the Garden of the Beasts. This is a com-
pelling story of William Dodd, the US
Ambassador to Germany when Hitler first
came to power and his daughter, Martha. The
book is nonfiction but reads like an engaging
novel. It is highly recommended. I also read
and recommend the latest Daniel Silva novel,
A Portrait Spy. Once again Israeli Mossad
agent, Gabriel Allon, is drawn out of retire-
ment and his work as an art restorer. This time
he is engaged by the Americans to bring
down an Arab terrorist network.

I read many mystery novels with a
Jewish twist in preparation for my adult
education session on Wednesday,
November 17, entitled “Who Dunnits with
a Jewish Flavor.” It was enlightening to read
the first Faye Kellerman mystery, Ritual
Bath and to revisit the Harry Kemelman
mysteries. I also became acquainted with
the Israeli mystery writer, Batya Gur.

The library is anticipating the arrival of
That Used to Be Us, by Thomas Friedman.
This nonfiction book analyzes how America
fell behind in the world we invented and
how we can come back. It explores America’s
challenges in information technology, energy
consumption, etc. and spells out what we
need to do now to rediscover the America
we used to be and can be again. Friedman is
the author of Hot, Flat and Crowded and
The World is Flat.

The Meyers Library has an extensive col-
lection of books to help you prepare your-
self and your family for the High Holidays.
Are you interested in spirituality? Customs
and Ceremonies? Liturgy? Children’s
books? Or recipes? Come to the library to
make your selection. The Meyers Library is
open on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10
a..m. to 4 p.m. And beginning on Sunday
September 12, we will be open on Sunday
mornings from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.,
whenever Religious School is in session.
SEPTEMBER ACTIVITIES

The Meyers Library is continually
expanding both our book collections and
the activities, which we sponsor. On

Sunday September 18 we will co-sponsor
the Sisterhood Opening Brunch, “Food For
Thought: Digesting the Tough Issues” with
Rabbi Michael Namath of RAC.
ONE BOOK ONE JEWISH COMMUNITY

Keneseth Israel is again a partner in the
citywide One Book One Jewish
Community program. This year OBOJC is
reading The List by Martin Fletcher. This
novel is set in London and Palestine follow-
ing World War II. It follows the lives of
Edith and Georg, Austrian refugees as anti-
Semitism sweeps across London. The
Citywide program begins with a Kick-Off
Conversation with the author on Sunday,
October 30, at Congregation Beth Or in
Maple Glen. As soon as The List is avail-
able (publication date October, 2011) you
may purchase a copy in the main office at
KI. The two previous books written by
Fletcher, Walking Israel and Breaking
News are available in the Meyers Library.
FUTURE ACTIVITIES

On Sunday, November 13, the Meyers
Library and the Temple Judea Museum are
hosting a literary afternoon entitled “Spoken,
Written, and Seen: Words Interpreted.” KI
author, Judith Maslin will give a Power-Point
presentation on her newly published book
Golden Hands. The book is a memoir of her
father, Dr. Daniel Blumberg, and features
exquisite photographs of his Judaic artwork.
The afternoon will also feature “The Sound
Works Project: Readings; Musing; and
Memories” with  Soundworks narrators.

In December, the library and the
Temple Judea Museum will co-sponsor an
afternoon pre-Hanukkah program for fami-
lies on Sunday, November 13. The after-
noon will include a pizza lunch; Hanukkah
storytelling; and Menorah Making. Before
Passover, Tuesday, March 13, the library
will host an evening cookbook display and
cooking demonstration.

Call Ellen at 215-887-8700 x122 for
more information. Check e-KI and the KI
website for details about these and other
library programs and activities.
STORY HOURS AND BOOKGROUPS

The Meyers library would like to sponsor
a variety of book discussion groups. If you
are interested in participating in a children’s;
women’s; adult; or parent-child book group,
please send your name and contact informa-

tion to the Meyers Library. library@kene-
sethisrael.org or 215-887-8700 x122
BECOME A LIBRARY VOLUNTEER. 

We need YOU! The Meyers Library is a
wonderful resource, with a huge selection of
books for your reading and research, a com-
fortable environment, and good coffee! Join
the friendly volunteers who keep our library
up to date! We have jobs you can do either
in the library or from home, such as:
Making phone calls; Collecting and organiz-
ing book reviews: Bringing the book cart to
synagogue events; Creating book lists for
holidays and special events; Coordinating
author readings; and more! If you’d like to
volunteer, e-mail library@kenesethisrael.org
or call: 215-887-8700, x 122

Remember that the Meyers Library is now
a wireless computer zone. Bring your laptop;
enjoy a cup of gourmet coffee and explore
the latest book arrivals. Make the KI Library
your home away from home. The Meyers
library is THE place to be. Visit us soon.

Ellen Tilman
Director of Library Services

Meyers Library continued at right

Meyers Library continued 

SEARCH THE WEB
AND HELP KI
Just Point and Click! 

KI Sisterhood has become a member
charity of Goodsearch.com, a search engine
similar to Yahoo or Google. The advantage
to using Goodsearch is that for every search
you do, a donation is made to our own KI
Sisterhood. Go to their website and enter
Keneseth Israel Sisterhood into the space
marked “Who do you Goodsearch for?”
For each and every search you do, a dona-
tion will be made to KI Sisterhood! How
much easier can it get? Please pass the word
to every one you know. Anyone can donate
this way, not just congregants. Sisterhood
thanks you in advance for your support!

Send a Caring Message
Send a message to those you care about.

In meaningful ways, share their joys and
reach out in times of sorrow. The special
funds at KI can honor, congratulate,
remember a loved one or wish a speedy
recovery. Call the KI office (215-887-8700)
for further information.
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LIFE CYCLES
MAZEL TOV TO THE FOLLOWING 
CONGREGANTS ON THEIR SPECIAL
SIMCHAS. . .
Births
CHARLES WYATT FERSTENFELD, son of Evan
Ferstenfeld & Tina Tormey, grandson of Bill &
Nancy Ferstenfeld and of Arlene & Dennis Lapin
GRAHAM SPENCER SEROW, son of Jamie &
Jerome Serow, great-grandson of Rita & Sheldon
Flame, great-nephew of Lori & Andrew Flame
JACK AARON EIMER, son of Jennifer & Andy
Eimer, grandson of Marci & Richard Abt
Bar/Bat Mitzvah
Saturday, September 10
BRIANNA LEIGH YARNOFF, daughter of Michele
and Michael Yarnoff
Saturday, September 17
DANIEL DAVID KLUGMAN & ROBERT ELLIS
KLUGMAN, sons of Marcy & Steven Klugman
HANNAH ELLIE ISADORA MAYER, daughter of
Charlene & Nathaniel Mayer
Saturday, September 24
NOAH PERRY DWORETSKY, son of Bryna & Brian
Dworetsky
Weddings
CAREN LIPSON & JOHN SALLADA, Caren is
granddaughter of Anita Lipson
SHARONA CAPLAN & ROBERT D. GREENBAUM,
Robert is the son of Charles Greenbaum
STEPHANIE CARL & JAMES UDELL
JOANNE BUDILOV & MARC RUBINSOHN, Marc
is the son of Bill & Deborah Rubinsohn and grand-
son of Hanley Rubinsohn
MITCHELL R. FERSTENFELD & DONNA M.
RAMOS, Mitchell is the son of Bill & Nancy
Ferstenfeld and of Arlene & Dennis Lapin
JILL EVRARD & STEVEN NOVOSEL

Hello my name is
Brianna L. Yarnoff.
However most of my fam-
ily and friends call me Bri.
My parents are Michael
and Michele Yarnoff.

For my Mitzvah Project I volunteered at the
Northern Home for Children in Philadelphia.
Northern Home caters to children who do not
have parents that can care for them full-time or
do not have parents at all.

I organized many fundraisers, including
collecting school supplies, thanksgiving
food, and winter clothing. I also conducted

game nights at the Northern Home when
we played Pictionary, tag and basketball.

I also volunteer at Abington Library for
the Abington Reaps Program held in the
summer. I read to small children and they
read to me for an hour.

I attend Abington High School. In my
free time I like to dance. I dance at the
Metropolitan Ballet Academy. I also per-
form at the Academy of Music in shows
such as the Nutcracker.

When I was younger I used to play soc-
cer and tennis. However now I only have
time to dance!

Mazel Tov to our Bat Mitzvah 

WE MARK WITH SORROW THE
PASSING OF...
SHIRLEY BERKOWITZ, aunt of Barbara (Lance)
Cole
ALAN M. TRESS, brother of Ellyn R. Tress
BERNICE GOODWIN, mother of Barbara (Daniel)
Pettinati
EDWARD SILVER, father of Kim (Jamie)
Wittenberg
LUCY BRIKER, mother of Boris (Olga) Briker
HARVEY FREEDMAN, father of Mark (Lisa)
Freedman
BEBE COHEN, aunt of Frances Nodiff KI campers enjoying a summer at Camp Harlam

Ed. note: A lovely trip to
Maine included a wonderful
Shabbat dinner with Rabbi
Shim and Judy Maslin and
their family. The Maslins 
are all enjoying a wonderful
summer amid these beautiful
surroundings.

A VISIT WITH THE MASLINS
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8:00 p.m.
Shabbat Evening
Service

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Morning
Service

Labor Day – Building
Closed

9:00 a.m.
1st day of Preschool &
Bagel Schmooze

7:30 p.m.
Executive Comm. Mtg.

11:30 a.m.
Cultural Council

5:45 p.m.
Tot Shabbat
6:00 p.m.
Blue Bell Shabbat
6:15 p.m.
Shabbat Dinner
7:15 p.m.
Family Shabbat
Service - Playscape

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Morning
Service
2:00 p.m. 
Rydal Park Service
6:00 p.m.
Music Arts Program

9:30 a.m.
1st day of Sunday
School Community Time
10:30 a.m.
Parents Mtg.
12:00 Noon 
KIFTY Board Meeting
3:00 p.m.
Memorial Program

7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsal

4:30 p.m.
1st Tuesday Religious
School
7:00 p.m.
Brotherhood Mtg.

12:00 Noon
CC Lunch n’ Learn
4:00 p.m.
1st Blue Bell Religious
School
7:30 p.m.
Israel Comm. Mtg.

8:00 p.m.
Sabbath for the Soul

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Morning
Service
5:30 p.m.
Havdalah Service

9:30 a.m.
Religious School
10:00 a.m.
WRJ/MRJ Opening
Brunch
3:00 p.m.
Israel Comm. Program
KIFTY Welcome Back
BBQ

7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsal

4:30 p.m.
Religious School
5:40 p.m.
Learners Minyan
6:00 p.m.
Confirmation Academy
& Dinner

4:00 p.m.
Blue Bell Religious
School
7:30 p.m.
Board of Trustees Mtg.

8:00 p.m.
Shabbat Evening
Service

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Morning Serv.
8:30 p.m.
Reception/Havdalah/
Selichot Service

9:30 a.m.
Religious School
10:00 a.m.
Rabbi’s Forum
11:30 a.m.
Tefillot Service

7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsal

4:30 p.m.
Religious School
6:00 p.m.
Confirmation Academy
& Dinner

12:00 noon
Preschool, Infant Ctr &
Offices Close
8:00 p.m.
Erev Rosh Hashanah
Service

10:00 a.m.  Rosh
Hashanah Morning
Service
10:30 a.m.  Rosh
Hashanah Youth Service
Hearing Impaired Service
3:00 p.m.
Tot Service
3:30 p.m.
Rosh Hashanah Service -
Blue Bell
4:30 p.m.
Tashlich at Wall Park

8:00 p.m.
Shabbat Evening
Service

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Keneseth Israel Phone Directory
Administrative Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .887-8700
Rabbinic Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .887-8702
Religious School Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .887-8704
Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .887-1070
Preschool  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .885-2425
Museum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .887-2027
Gift Shop  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .884-4364
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9:00 a.m.
Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Morning
Service
5:30 p.m.
Havdalah Service

9:30 a.m.
Religious School
10:00 a.m.
WRJ Board Mtg.
Rabbi’s Forum

7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsal

4:30 p.m.
Religious School
5:45 p.m.
Learners Minyan
6:00 p.m.
Confirmation Academy
& Dinner

6:30 p.m.
Preschool Back to
School Night

2:30 p.m.
Adult Ed. Mtg
4:00 p.m.
Blue Bell Religious
School
7:30 p.m.
Adult Ed. Prog.

12:00 noon
Preschool, Infant Ctr &
Offices Close
Erev Yom Kippur
6:00 p.m. Kol Nidre
Family Service
8:00 p.m. Kol Nidre
Adult Service

Yom Kippur Day
10:00 a.m. Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Hearing Impaired
Service Youth Serv.
12:30 p.m.   Study Session
2:00 p.m.   Tot Family Serv.
3:15 p.m.   Afternoon &
Memorial Services
5:10 p.m.
Neilah Service

9:30 a.m.
Religious School &
Sukkah Build
10:00 a.m.
Rabbi’s Forum
11:30 a.m.
Tefillot

4:30 p.m.
Religious School
6:00 p.m.
Confirmation Academy
& Dinner
7:00 p.m.
MRJ Board Mtg.

Sukkot
6:00 p.m.
Brown Bag Dinner
7:15 p.m.
Joyous Sukkot Service

Offices closed
10:00 a.m.
Sukkot Morning
Service at Beth Am
4:00 p.m.
Blue Bell Religious
School /Sukkot
Dinnerl

8:00 p.m.
Shabbat Evening
Service 
Sukkot Festival –
Sukkah Hop Oneg
6:00 p.m. 
Blue Bell Shabbat

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Morning
Service
2:00 p.m.
Rydal Park Service
5:30 p.m.
Havdalah Service

9:30 a.m.
Religious School
12:00 Noon
Sukkot Farmers 
Market
10:30 a.m.
TJ Museum Program

8:30 a.m.
WRJ & Presh. Coffee
Break
7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsal

4:30 p.m.
Religious School
5:40 p.m.
Learners Minyan
6:00 p.m.
Confirmation Academy
& Dinner

12:00 Noon
CC Lunch ‘n’ Learn
2:30 p.m.
Adult Ed. Prog.
6:45 p.m.
Simchat Torah Service

Simchat Torah –
Offices Closed
10:30 a.m.
Simchat Torah Service
& Yizkor
4:00 p.m.
Blue Bell Religious
School

8:00 p.m.
Shabbat Evening
Service

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Morning
Service
5:30 p.m.
Havdalah Service

9:30 a.m.
Religious School
10:00 a.m.
TJ Museum Prog.
3:00 p.m.
Israel Comm. Prog.

7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsal

4:30 p.m.
Religious School
6:00 p.m.
Confirmation Academy
& Dinner

2:30 p.m.
Adult Ed. Prog.

4:00 p.m.
Blue Bell Religious
School
6:00 p.m.
Officers Mtg.
7:30 p.m.
Executive Comm. Mtg.

8:00 p.m.
Interfaithways Shabbat
Evening Service

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study Havurah
10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Morning
Service

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

Keneseth Israel Phone Directory
Administrative Office  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .887-8700
Rabbinic Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .887-8702
Religious School Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .887-8704
Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .887-1070
Preschool  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .885-2425
Museum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .887-2027
Gift Shop  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .884-4364

3130
7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsal

9:30 a.m.
Religious School
5th grade trip
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Come One And All to the 
New and Improved 
KI Cultural Council
All Ages Invited - Guests Invited

Great Food - Great Programs - Lower
Luncheon Prices
Thursday, September 8, 2011 
11:30 a.m.

Buffet lunch followed by program
Speaker: Betsy Anderson

Retired Education Curator, Philadelphia
Museum of Art

“Please be Seated: The Social History of
the Chair”  - Slides and Talk

Sponsored by the Rosenau Fund
Reservations by September 1st

$12 for KI members; $15 for guests
$17 at the door
Mail reservations with your check to:
Reform Congregation Keneseth Israel
8339 Old York Rd, Elkins Park, Pa 19027
For information, call:
KI Office (215-886-8700), 
Doris Parker (215-886-9267) or 
Irv Matusow (215-885-2855)

KI Israel Committee 
CONNECTION
“There is a tide in the affairs of men,
Which, taken at the flood, leads on 
to fortune:
Omitted, all the voyage of their life
Is bound in shallows and in miseries.
We must take the current when it serves,
Or lose our ventures!”

The KI “connection,” the American
Jewish “connection,” is to take “the current
when it serves” and, “in the affairs of
men,”, see to it that we ourselves, and the
world, enhance Israel as a pluralistic, just,
and democratic Jewish state. Your KI
ISRAEL COMMITTEE (chair – Sonnie
Katz) feels that this enhancement is best
projected by ARZA (American Association
of Reform Zionists). Your current KI bill
contains a voluntary contribution check off
for ARZA. Please make this contribution.

ARZA’s mission is to connect Reform
Jews and Israel. As the Zionist arm and
voice of the Reform movement in the
United States, ARZA endeavors to make
Israel fundamental to the lives and identi-
ties of Reform Jews. Now is the time, now
more than ever to support Israel and the
ideals of the Association of Reform Jews
of America.

Here are some interesting facts concern-

ing Israel:
• Israel has 2% of the population of the

Middle East and it is half the size of
Metro New York City, and yet - Israel
has the highest ratio of university
degrees per capita in the world.

• Israel has the highest number of scien-
tists and technicians in the world.

• Israel has the highest number of
Physicians and PhD’s per capita in the
world.

• Israel is the largest immigrant-absorb-
ing nation in the world per capita.

• Israel is the only country in the Middle
East where Christians, Muslims and
Jews vote.

• Israel is the only country in the Middle
East where women enjoy full political
rights.
Your KI Israel Committee shares this

pride of accomplishment with you and in
continued and vigorous support will pres-
ent 5 programs this coming year, mostly
informative and stimulating films with dis-
cussions, in September, October,
November, April and May.

Join us, help us, keep the connection
between Israel and the American Jewish
community stronger than ever. Let us go
WITH the “Tide in the affairs of men.“

Shalom,
Bill Dodies

COOKING FOR
SHARING IS CARING
Tuesday, September 27

Men and women volunteers needed to
help assemble meals in the K/G kitchen
for clients of the home-delivered meal
program at the Klein JCC from 9:00 to
10:30 a.m. usually on the last Tuesday of
the month. For information, call Diane
Miller (215-464-1381) or Gladys Segal
(215-654-1223).

Religious Practices
Committee is Seeking
New Members

The Religious Practices Committee
plays a major role in the style and content
of our worship services. It also plays an
important role in helping our congregants
connect to their faith and to each other
through home, synagogue and outreach
programming. Whether it is helping a fam-
ily build a Sukkah, leading a Minyan at a
house of mourning, creating programming
to make Shabbat more meaningful for our
community, or counseling the clergy on
the key elements of the worship service,
the Religious Practices Committee is
involved. If you are interested in helping in
this vital work, please contact me at 215-
886-8108 or ajdlaw@voicenet.com

Adam Dickstein
Religious Practices Committee Chair

ADULT VOLUNTEER CHOIR 
FALL SCHEDULE

All rehearsals are on Mondays at 7:30
p.m. (unless otherwise noted)
Rehearsals
Please mark your calendars for these dates
in September and October:
• Mondays, September 12, 19, 26
• Monday, October 3

Please note: There will be no rehearsal on
Monday, September 5
Service Schedule
Erev Rosh Hashanah Service
Wednesday, September 28
Warm-up:  7:15 p.m.
Services:  8:00 p.m.
Rosh Hashanah Morning Services
Thursday, September 29
Warm-up:  9:15 a.m.
Services:  10:00 a.m.
Kol Nidre Services
Friday, October 7
Warm-up:  7:15 p.m.
Services:  8:00 p.m.
Yom Kippur Morning Services
Saturday, October 8
Warm-up:  9:15 a.m.
Services:  10:00 a.m.
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