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The war at home

Easily a thousand items are on
view in a truly amazing exhibit
called “Fighting From the Side-
lines: The WWII Home-Front™ at
Temple Judea Museum in Elkins
Park. Whether it's memorabilia
about U-boat activity off Atlantic
City, ration books, documents,
posters, letters, old newspapers,
or countless fine points of what
total war meant at home, this dis-
play tries energetically — and
convineingly — to capture it all.

To do this, it’s showing for the
first time a major collection of
wartime ephemera it obtained
two years ago from the family of
Harry and Adeline Silver of Phila-
delphia. In doing so, the museum
— having staged exhibitions in
2004 and 2008 about immigration
— continues its exploration of
American identity and experi-
ence.

Rather than focus on U.S. mili-
tary forces fighting to defeat the
Nagzis and liberate the death
camps, this  commemorative

“Blanket of Security,” a quilt by
Sophie Sanders, part of an exhibit
at Termple Judea Museum,.

show’s emphasis is on the mas-
sive civil support effort that
came to be known as “the Home
Front,” and on the bravery and
sacrifice it demonstrated. (The
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museum welcomes additional
photos of soldiers’ visits home.)

Noteworthy here is the way
Temple Judea Museum includes
work by living artists in its histor-
ical shows, often by commission-
ing something appropriate and
obtaining funding for it. Here,
it's the ereation by artist Sophie
Sanders of a very large wall-
hanging, Blanket of Security, in-
spired by the African American
quilt makers of Gee's Bend, Ala.
Sanders’ textile uses military uni-
forms and insignia to transform
“oarments of war into a blanket
of perseverance, memory and
freedom.” The rationale for seek-
ing something new to enhance
the old is that old documents, no
matter how interesting, cannot
compete with original art’s pow-
er to move people. Right on.

Temple Judea Musesum at Reform
Congragation Kenesath |srael, Old
York Road al Township Line Road,
Elkins Park, To March 5, Mon.-Thu,
g am.-5 p.m., Fri. 8 am.-4 p.m.
Free. 215-887-2027,
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