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I. CURATOR’S STATEMENT 

Music and Judaism are inextricable. From Yuval, son of Noah; to Miriam and her 

songs of celebration; to the stirring blasts of the shofar; to the many instruments 

specifically enumerated in biblical verse; to the poetic beauty of  

The Song of Songs, biblical literature sets the stage for the inextricable connection 

of the Jewish people to song. 
 

But music is an intangible, so how does a museum formulate such a collection? 

What objects explain Jewish music?  How does a museum go beyond music to 

the broader subject of the Performing Arts? How does one make sight and sound 

tangible?  
  

In two brief years The Temple Judea Museum has managed to collect an amazing 

variety of materials. Some are displayed in this exhibition. The stories are equally 

large and small, expected and surprising: The Yiddish theater; the rich cultural 

life of pre-State Israel; the background stories of Hava Nagilah and Hatikvah; a 

photograph of violinist Yehudi Menuhin entertaining US Troops in Alaska 

during WWII; and the story of the Jewish stage’s most famous performer, Molly 

Picon, are all here, and much, much more. 

The museum owns a tiny broadside of a dance performance given by Fridl Braur 

in Jerusalem in 1932. The contrast of the museum’s Molly Picon collection - so 

famous – with that of the Braur material - an unknown - really signifies the 

variety of the collection 

In 2004 The Temple Judea Museum was able to establish The Eugene and Marie 

Buxton Collection of Jewish Music and the Performing Arts through a 

generous gift of Anne Buxton, in memory of her parents. This is the first 

exhibition of the newly formed collection whose primary purpose is the 



preservation of materials that document the rich heritage of Jewish music and 

the broader subject of the performing arts as a Jewish preoccupation.  
 

Rita Rosen Poley, Director/Curator 

The Temple Judea Museum 
 

II. SOUND AS A JEWISH PHENOMENON 
The ritual life of a Jew is suffused with the sound of the human voice, as Judaism 

is a public religion. We pray, celebrate, and mourn in the presence of a minyan – a 

community of 10 adults. The attainment of Bar and Bat Mitzvah marks the first 

time a young Jewish adult can be counted as part of a minyan  - counted upon to 

raise voice in unison - to be responsible to join together in order to create the 

sound of communal Jewish prayer.  

 

The books of Jewish ritual: the Torah scroll, the Purim Megillah, the Passover 

Haggadah, - even the daily prayer book - all call for the expression of the voice, 

Judaism as sound. They are not read in solitary contemplation. Jewish prayer is a 

communal activity. Even the traditional method of Torah study is infused with 

very vocal oral discussion and give and take.  

 

Jewish ceremonial life is a life of beautiful song and sound that encircles the 

ritual experience. From the formality of the Torah cantillation – the trop – to the 

informality of a raucous, joyful family Passover seder Jews sing with one another, 

and to one another, re-creating, from generation to generation, the original music 

of Jewish life. 

 

Added to the sounds of voices are other sounds of Jewish ritual: - the Purim 
Grogger, the noisemaker that drowns out the vocalizing of the name of wicked 

Haman; the shaking of the branches of the lulav in the Sukkah; and the breaking 

of the glass by a bridegroom – more of the ways our senses are heightened and 

our observances are enriched through sound. 
 

III. LIST OF AVAILABLE IMAGES - AMONG AVAILABLE IMAGES:  

1. YIDDISH SHEET MUSIC 

Columbus – From You I Have Nothing! 

Words: D. Meerovitz 

Music: Louis Friedsell 

Sung by: Petter Graff 

 



2. PLAYBILL 

A Majority of One 
Molly Picon and Robert Morley 

Phoenix Theater, London, England 

Premier performance: Wednesday March 9th, 1960 

From the PLAYBILL: …….. After the war (WWII) Molly and her 
husband, Jacob Kalish, were the first to come to Europe to entertain 
the liberated concentration camps, an experience they can never 
forget. In 1950, after the Korean War had broken out, Molly Picon 
was flown in General Ridgeway’s plane to Seoul where she 
entertained the US troops, giving as many as many as seven shows a 
day, often under shellfire………………... 

 

3. ORIGINAL BROADWAY CAST RECORDING 

MILK AND HONEY  

STARRING: ROBERT WEEDE, MIMI BENZELL, MOLLY PICON 

Music and Lyrics: Jerry Herman 

RCA Victor, 1961 

 

4. RECORDING 

AT HOME WITH THE BARRY SISTERS 

Dynamic Stereo 

A Roulette Recording 

 

5. PLAYBILL 

How to be a Jewish Mother 

Molly Picon and Godfrey Cambridge 

Premier Performance: December 28, 1967 

Hudson Theater, New York 

Based on the book by Dan Greenburg 

 

6. PHOTOGRAPH 

Otto Preminger Directing the movie, EXODUS, in Israel 

This candid photograph was taken by Alex Pfau 

Produced and directed by Otto Preminger, Exodus is a 212-minute 

screen adaptation of the best-selling novel by Leon Uris. The film is 

concerned with the emergence of Israel as an independent nation in 

1947. Its first half focuses on the efforts of 611 holocaust survivors to 



defy the blockade of the occupying British government and sail to 

Palestine on the sea vessel Exodus. Paul Newman, a leader of the 

Hagannah (the Jewish underground), is willing to sacrifice his own 

life and the lives of the refugees rather than be turned back to war-

ravaged Europe, but the British finally relent and allow the Exodus 

safe passage. Once this victory is assured, 30,000 more Jews, 

previously interned by the British, flood into the Holy Land.  

Based on Leon Uris' sweeping novel, "Exodus" is the epic saga of the 

founding of Israel in the days following World War II. Paul Newman 

stars as an Israeli resistance fighter, a member of the Hagannah, 

involved in the effort to bring a group of 600 European Jews from 

British-blockaded Cyprus into newly-partitioned Palestine, right 

before the United Nations is to vote on making it a Jewish homeland. 

Otto Preminger was born in Vienna in 1905, the son of a prosecutor 

for the Austrian Empire. He studied law but wanted to become an 

actor, and at 17 joined the company of Max Reinhardt. He rose 

quickly to director, was chosen to take over Reinhardt's theater on 

the latter's retirement, and was offered, at age 27, the post of the head 

of the State Theatre in Vienna. He turned it down on learning that a 

condition of assuming the post was conversion to Catholicism (the 

Premingers were Jewish, although Otto was not religious). 

Preminger's theater successes came to the attention of film and 

theater producers in America, and in 1936, he arrived in Hollywood 

to direct for 20th Century-Fox. He died in New York in 1986 

Compiled by Chris Fujiwara 

IV. EXHIBITION PROGRAM SCHEDULE 

PROGRAM - Friday February 9, 2007, 8:00PM 

Shabbat Services 

Music by the KI Volunteer Choir 

Speaker: Professor Judah M. Cohen 

Judah M. Cohen is the Lou and Sybil Mervis Professor of Jewish Culture at 

Indiana University. He has lectured, researched, and published essays on 

numerous aspects of music in American Jewish life. 

Festive Oneg Shabbat (reception) will follow 

Free and open to the community 

 



PROGRAM - Sunday February 11, 2007, 3:00PM 

Concert:  

A Story, A Star, and A Stage: Jewish Creativity on Broadway  

Cantor Amy Lefko, Reform Congregation Keneseth Israel, PA 

Cantor Marshall Portnoy, Main Line Reform Temple, PA 

Cantor Vadim Tunitsky, Congregation Emanu-El, Houston, TX 

Piano accompaniment and special performance by: 

Cantor Jonathan Comisar, Community Synagogue, Rye, NY 

 

Admission (For Sunday concert only): $10.00     

For Reservations: (215) 887-2027, TJMuseum@kenesethisrael.org 
 
 

V. CONTACT INFORMATION 

Contact Rita Rosen Poley – TJMuseum@kenesethisrael.org 

 


