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ABOUT RABBI SUSSMAN 
Rabbi Sussman is Senior Rabbi of Reform Congrega-
tion Keneseth Israel Synagogue in Elkins Park, PA. 
He hs taught Jewish History at Princeton and Temple 
University and offers classes at the National Museum 
of American Jewish History. He has written seveal 
books in the field of American Jewish history, is 
published in major print and online publications and 
is featured in several PBS television documentaries 
on Jewish life in America. Previously, Rabbi Sussman 
served as Chair of Jewish Studies Department at 
Binghamton University-SUNY and offered courses in 
Jewish History at Hebrew Union College in New 
York City and Rutgers University. 

Rabbi Sussman is the President of the Association 
for Progressive Judaism, an independent Think Tank. 
Sussman serves as a Trustee of the Katz Center for 
Advanced Judaic Studies at the University of Pennsyl-
vania, the Delaware Valley College, and the American 
Jewish Historical Society.  He is an active member of 
the Academic Advisory and Editorial Board of the 
American Jewish Archives (Cincinnati). 

 Joan Myerson Shrager is a digital artist whose work 
is in the collections of the University of Pennsylvania 
and Drexel University. She is a former gallery owner/
director and co-directs The Stained Glass Project: 
Windows That Open Doors, an art program for
inner city students. Ms. Shrager is the sole illustrator 
of Rabbi Sussman’s lectures.

Single lectures and series are both available.
Each presentation has an average of 50 slides.
Rabbi Sussman narrates each presentation with 
customized historical lectures that are always
well received.
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1.Art and Judaism

1.1 The Rabbis and Art
1.2 A Jewish Renaissance
1.3 Art and Architecture Of The Modern Synagogue
1.4 Chagall and Other Modernists
1.5 Beyond Judaism: Jews In The Secular Arts
1.6 Jewish Women And Art
1.7 Art And The Holocaust
1.8 The Art And Thought Of Jacob Landau
1.9 Ben Shahn And Social Realism
1.10 Through A Jewish Lens- Vishniac And 
	 Other Photographers

2.Jews and American History

2.1 Speak Softly And Carry A Big Schtick: Teddy 		
	 Roosevelt And The American Jewish Community
2.2 David Einhorn: Abolitionist And Radical Reformer
2.3 Anti-Semitism In American History 
2.4 American Jews, The Civil Rights Movement And 
	 Dr. Martin Luther King
2.5 Jews And Politics In America
2.6 By The Dawn’s Early Light: The Genesis Of Jewish 	
	 Intellectual And Cultural Activity In The
	 United States, 1800-1860
2.7 “O Beautiful For Heroes Prov’d:” The Story Of  
	 Jewish Chaplains During The American Civil War
2.8 American Jews And The Civil War

3.Cultural Series

3.1 “Rabbi I Want A Good Funeral:” Jews And 
	 Crime In America
3.2 The Jazz Singer As Metaphor: Jews, Music,
	 Movies And America
3.3 American Jews and Comedy
3.4 How Lox Became Jewish

4. Jews And World History

4.1 Winston Churchill And The Jews
4.2 Everything Silently Screams: Stalin, The Jews And 		
	 Anti-Semitism In The Ussr • Napoleon’s Complex 	
	 Place In Modern Jewish History
4.3 A History Of Anti-Semitism In France 
4.4 A Global History Of Anti-Semitism
4.5 Oy, Oy, Oy, Jewish Pirates of the Carribean

5. Global Vistas

5.1 Judaism and World Religions
5.2 Judaism and Hinduism
5.3 Judaism and Buddhism 
5.4 Judaism and Islam
5.5 Genocide: History Of A Legal Concept
5.6 The Palestinians
5.7 Origins of The Palestinian People
5.8 Palestinians and the British Mandate
5.9 Palestinians Since 1948

6. Jews And American Presidents

6.1 To Bigotry No Sanction 
	 George Washington and The Jews
6.2 Thomas Jefferson 
6.3 Abraham Lincoln
6.4 Ulysses S. Grant
6.5 Theodore Roosevelt
6.6 Woodrow Wilson, 26th President
6.7 Franklin Delano Roosevelt
6.8 I Will Do My Best: LBJ And The Jews
6.9 Ronald Reagan
 
7. Jewish Contributions To American Life

7.1 Jews and Medicine
7.2 Jews and Theater
7.3 Jews and Law
7.4 Jews and American Politics
7.5 American Jews and The Civil Rights Movement
7.6 Jews and Thanksgiving

8. Great Jewish Thinkers and Writers

8.1 Maimonides: “From Moses To Moses There Is
	 None Like Moses”
8.2  Moses Mendelssohn
8.3 Sholom Aleichem
8.4 The Great Israeli Poet Yehuda Amichai

9. The Inhabitants Thereof: Jewish Life In Philadelphia 	
	 From William Penn to Today

9.1. William Penn’s Christian Utopia and The Jews, 
	 1700-1776
9.2. A Revolution in Jewish History: Jewish Patriots & 		
	 Tories in Philadelphia, 1776-1787
9.3. Constitution as Covenant: Becoming Americans, 		
	 1787-1830
9.4. Isaac Leeser and Rebecca Gratz: Antebellum
	 Jewish Life Philadelphia, 1830-1860
9.5. “We Are Coming, Father Abraham:
	 “Philadelphia’s 	Jewish Community During The 	
	 Civil  War 1860-65
9.6. The Gilded Age of Philadelphia’s Uptown Jewish 		
	 Community 1866 - 1920
9.7. South Philly: American Shtetl 1880-1920
9.8. Once Upon a Neighborhood: Jewish Life in 		
	 Philadelphia 1920-1960
9.9. Jewish Life In Philadelphia Suburban Frontiers, 		
	 1960-Present

10.Once Upon A Philadelphia Neighborhood

10.1 When Logan Was Jewish
10.2 The Philadelphia Story 1740-1880
10.3 Is Cheesesteak Kosher?
	 A big Bite of Philadelphia Jewish History.
10.4 The Philadelphia Story- Jews And Judaism In The 
	 City Of Brotherly Love, 1740-1880

11.The Sephardic Experience

11.1 Iberia and the Golden Age
11.2 Inquisition and Expulsion
11.3 Old World Sephardic Diaspora
11.4 New World - Argentina
11.5 New World - Brazil
11.6 New World - North America
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