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INTRODUCTION

This is another publication on the history of
a small Jewish community in Indiana. We are
grateful to the author, Rabbi Lance J. Sussman,
who has devoted much time to obtain the material.
The Indiana Jewish Historical Society is pleased
to publish and distribute this booklet to our
members, libraries, and other historical societies.

In writing the story of the Richmond Jewish
community and permitting us to publish it, .
Rabbi Sussman has made an important contribu-
tion toward our efforts to collect, preserve, and
publish material dealing with the two hundred
years of Jewish life in Indiana. ,

Joseph Levine
Executive Secretary
Indiana Jewish Historical Society, Inc.




Preface

During the gourse of my rahbinic mﬁ.ﬁ&mm at
the Hebrew Union College (Cincinnati, Ohio), I
had the privilege of serving the Jewish community
of Richmond, Indiana for three years, 1977-1980.
The inijtial process of becoming oﬁoﬂﬁ&.ﬁo my
"Hoosier" pulpit naturally included gaining insight
into the historical development of both the syna-
gogue and the community. However, no study of
the Richmond Jewish Congregation existed, and I
felt unsatisfied with the random bits of wwmowamﬂoﬂ
that were immediately available to me. I was oobﬁu
dent that it would be worthwhile to investigate the
history of the Jews of Richmoend in a more syste-
matic fashion and made a proposal to the wOmH..Q n.xm
Beth Boruk Temple to that effect. They. mBSEmH.mmu
tically endorsed the project. The @H..mmmwﬁ study,
"The Emergence of a Jewish Community in _
Richmond, Indiana,"” is the result of three years
of "biweekly" research. ‘ )

I had three major objectives in m\nsauﬁbmarm
Jewish community in Richmond, Indiana. First, 1
sought to collect and organize the basic .Qooc.Bobﬁm
of the community. Because record keeping was
largely a haphazard affair (except for «.momsﬁ %.mmu.mv ,
I had to invest a great deal of effort in creating
"the record." For example, I prepared Hm.ﬁm of the
many people who served the .Hﬁowaos@ Jewish com-
munity throughout the years. These H.s.oggm m\ncawa
rabbis, congregational heads, and auxiliary organiza-
tion leaders (see appendices). Second, H.mﬁmn_@ﬁm&
to portray the random settlement of Jews in and
around Richmond during the nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries. Finally, I examined the mﬁ.o.ﬁm
of Richmond's Jewry to organize a Jewish community
during the 1920s. In the futurel woww to report in
greater detfail the history of the last fifty years from
1930 to the present. The profound changes in
Richmond Jewry after World War II are suggested
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in the concluding chapter of this study, "Toward
the Present.”" The "Addenda" include several
items which exemplify the gradual development and
maturation of the Jewish community in Richmond
since 1920. .

v The greatest problem confronting me when I
first began this study was bibliographical. I con-
sulted with- a wide variety of sources to fill as many
information gaps as possible, although the record
is still far from complete. ‘The Board of Temple
Beth Boruk placed the minutes and files of the
congregation at my disposal. I found Sisterhood
records in the Temple as well as at the Richmond
Morrison-Reeves Public Library. George Massoff
collected the available B'nai B'rith materials for me.
I had the privilege of examining Vigran family
papers and also the papers of the Jaffe family. The
latter have been preserved by Florence Lichtman.
The indices to the local press at the Morrison-
Reeves Public Library have been invaluable in
locating biographical material and early information
on the congregation. The reference librarians at
Morrison-Reeves were most cooperative. Thanks
to Betty Finkelstein, I was able to examine the
Biweekly Files of the Hebrew Union College (Cin-
cinnati) which contain a wealth of information
about many small congregations in the Midwest.
Numerous people in and from Richmond granted me
personal interviews: Florence Katz Breese, Debora
Edelman, Isadore Goldberg, Jim and Adelaide
Goldenberg, Tom and Ruth Goldenberg, Florence
and Sam Lichtman, George Massoff, Ed Simkin,
Harry Vigran, Stan and Joan Vigran, and David
and Lucky Weening. To these and the many other
fine members of Temple Beth Boruk I would like to
dedicate a verse from the Bible: "Then Baruch
(Boruk!) answered them: 'He pronounced all these
words unto me with his mouth; and I wrote them
with ink in the book (Jeremiah 36:18).'"

Finally, a word of thanks to Dr. Jonathan .
Sarna for the careful consideration he gave to this
study, and to Prof. Jacob Marcus for his constant
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1817

1844

1861

1869

A CHRONOLOGY OF JEWISH HISTORY IN

RICHMOND, INDIANA: 1816-1980

Phineas Israel, a Jewish trader from
Portsmouth, England, arrives in
Connersville, Indiana.

Ernestine Potovsky Rose (1810-1892),
leading feminist and social activist, lectures
in Richmond, Indiana. Her father was an
Orthodox Rabbi in Piotrkow, Poland.

According to Die Deborah, a German news-
paper for American Jews edited by Rabbi
Isaac M. Wise, several Jewish families are
residing in Richmond.

William Brady reports.in Rabbi Wise's English
newspaper, The American Israelite, that
High Holy Day Services were held in
Richmond for the first time.

1900-1920 East European Jews settle in Richmond.

1919

1920

1921

A local American Jewish Relief Committee
Campaign is organized in Richmond by Sam
Fred. A Sisterhood is organized on Decem-
ber 18, 1919 and affiliates with the National
Federation of Temple Sisterhoods (Reform)
in January, 1920.

Richmond Jewish Congregation organized by
Sam Fred. Abraham Harsh donates a Torah.

First community Seder is held. Rabbi Henry
Englander, Registrar of the Hebrew Union
College, initiates a monthly visitation pro-
gram. He is succeeded by Rabbi Jacob
Marcus.




1925-1963 Devotional Services held randomly in

stores. High Holy Days and passover cele-. \w
brated at Leland Hotel. Sunday School
conducted.

1941 Richmond Civic Theater mobsmma g.\ Norbert
Silbiger (1896-1979), a native of Vienna,

Austria, and a refugee from Nazi persecution. Chapter 1
1948 Richmond Jewish Council established. Jewish /- FIRST SETTLERS: 1816-1869
‘ Welfare Board campaign conducted. \
: of B'nai B'rith organized on The town of Richmond, Indiana (present
1999 WOMM M?@ﬁmw ° i ¢ | population 44,000) straddles the Whitewater River
p ) ‘ Several miles west of the Ohio-Indiana state line. ,
- , Building Campaisn begins. During the first half of the nineteenth century
T H% Mwmmwmhﬂgm?%os ommwwow%o:mhu@woqu only a handful of Jews settled in the Whitewater
eaks pop | : Valley in eastern Indiana. Phineas Israel Johnson,
p : B , a wandering Jewish trader, may have already set up
, i Boruk incorporated on - his shop in Connersville, Indiana .Csmﬁ ﬁSmﬁﬁ% miles
1962 mosmM% mmechMWMmmﬁsm nmwmnmuamm held »is southwest of Richmond) when Indiana attained
m%Zo<.mB,omH 26 B statehood in 1816. Johnson.did business with the
on ‘ ) : local Indians exchanging furs and ornaments. He
ies conducted at the ‘ wrote to his brother, David Israel, in Plymouth,
+968 %MWbMMmMMﬁ@&NMMm%% 5 Hm%ob.mﬂﬁﬂﬂos approved England, and persuaded him to come to the outpost
Zﬂ<mBUmH. 17 and adopted on December 29. town on the Indiana border. David and his wife,
on . Eliza, arrived in Connersville in 1818. Like Phineas
1965 Student Rabbi program increased to biweekly Israel, they soon added "Johnson" to their family
name.
- status. _ The difficulties of frontier living proved too
1971 A Jewish section of the'Earlham Cemetery is difficult for David, Eliza, and their young family.

: In 1820 they decided to leave Connersville and re-

consecrated and bylaws adopted in May . A - settle in Owwowﬁpmﬂ. Phineas, on the other hand,
_ moved west with the frontier and eventually took up
residence in St. Louis, Missouri.l Several years
later, a few Jews settled in Rising Sun, Indiana, a
small town situated on the Ohio River west of
Cincinnati. 2

With improvements in overland transportation,
Jewish peddlers and travellers had greater access
: to Richmond and probably stopped there. Construc-
A tion of the National Road reached Richmond by 1828;

2 _ . 3




Ernestine P. Rose
(1810-1892)

six years later the first bridge over the Whitewater
was completed. It was not, however, until 1834
that a Jew settled in Richmond, then only a town
of 1443 people. Richmond's first permanent Jewish
resident was William Brady. He operated a small
shop in which he made and repaired harnesses and
saddles. 3

The most famous Jewish visitor to come to
Richmond during the Antebellum Period was
Ernestine P. Rose, a leading activist in aboli-
tionist, women's rights, and utopian causes. Years
later, Rose recalled her travels in a letter written
to Susan Anthony. "I can mention from memory the
principal places where I have spoken," Rose wrote

. on January 9, 1877, ". . . in 1844, in Cincinnati,

Dayton, Zanesville, Springfield, Cleveland, Toledo,
and several settlements in the backwoods of Ohio,
and also in Richmond, Indiana."4 The local press
in Richmond apparently did not cover Rose's
lectures there. .

Before Rose had set out on the road with
John Collins in December, 1843, she had spoken at
the home of Lucretia and James Mott, the leading
Quakers of Philadelphia. Perhaps they directed
her to Richmond.® Richmond was the site of a
major Quaker settlement in the early nineteenth
century. In 1847 a group of Quakers founded
Earlham College in Richmond on the west side of
town. :
During the 1840s thousands of Jewish immi-
grants from Central Europe settled in the Midwest.
Isaac Leeser, the leading Jewish religious leader of
the period, travelled through Indiana and Kentucky
in 1851 and reported on the recent arrival of. Jews
in the area. After commenting on his visits to
Indianapolis and Madison, Indiana, Leeser noted
that "other towns on the Ohio (River), both above
and below Cincinnati, besides Madison, have Jewish
inhabitants; and we should not wonder it, should
the immigration from Europe continue in the ratio
lately prevalent, in the course of ten years, twenty
new communities would spring up."6® TLeeser's
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projections proved true in the case of Richmond.

Isaac M. Wise, the great rabbinic advocate
of Reform Judaism in America, reported in his
German magazine, Die Deborah, on October 14,
1864, that several Jewish families lived in
Richmond: .

In the State of Indiana there is
until now only one (synagogue) in

_ Fort Wayne and a building planned
for Evansville; however, communi-
ties are found in Indianapolis, La-
fayette, and Terre Haute, many
Jewish families reside in Vincennes,
Logansport, and Richmond.? -

Local tradition has it that at least one Jew -
from Richmond served in the Union Army during
the Civil War.8 A letter addressed to Wise's
English newspaper, The Israelite, testifies that the
tradition may have some grounding in fact:

There has not a single regiment left
the state of Indiana, but some Israe-
lites can be found in any of them,
and to my positive knowledge, there
were some six Jewish soldiers in the
11th Indiana Regiment for the three
months service. A

Following the Civil War enough Jews gathered
in Richmond to organize High Holy Day worship
services. William Brady wrote Rabbi Wise about
the celebration of Rosh Hashanah (New Year's) and
Yom Hakippur (Day of Atonement) during the fall of
1869: "Divine service was held here (Richmond)
during-the holidays for the first time. Business
was mcm%mﬁamm by all our coreligionists during that
time."1 Except for Brady, little is known about
the members of this minyan. Even the memory of
these services had vanished by 1919 when a more
permanent congregation organized.

5
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During the 1870s Jewish settlement throughout

the Midwest was extensive, especially in small towns

like Richmond. The history of the contemporary
Jewish community in Richmond actually begins in
1871 with the arrival of Solomon Fox from Alsace-
Lorraine. By the end of the following decade many
of these Jews had migrated to larger cities. With
the arrival of the Jews from East Europe in Rich-
mond toward the end of the nineteenth century, the

foundations for a more enduring Jewish community
were laid.




Chapter 11

-

FAMILY PORTRAITS

Before World War I the Jews of Richmond did
not view themselves as a community. Young men,
primarily in retailing and scrap ventures, came to
town in search of viable business opportunities.

As their stores and yards began to prosper, they
sought to marry and start families in Richmond.
Although few single Jewish women lived in Richmond,
mixed marriage was the exception and not the rule.
The young bachelors travelled to Cincinnati, as well
as smaller towns in the area, to do their courting.
Strong families soon emerged as the distinet social
units among Richmond Jews. Extended.families
grew to be quite large. Some social contact between
the various families obviously occurred but little if
any attempt to organize a formal Jewish community
was made prior to 1919. The stimulus to organize
eventually came from the outside.

The Fox Family

The roots of the present Jewish community in
Richmond can be traced back to 1871 with the arrival
of Solomon Fox from Alsace-Lorraine. It is possible
that Fox came to Richmond to join relatives who had
been in the city since 1866. The 1878-79 Business
Directory reports that Solomon Fox was working for
Sam and Simon Fox.

i
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Evidence suggests, but does not confirm,
that Sam and Simon Fox were Jewish. Simon Fox
(1842-1913) was born in France (Alsace-Lorraine?)

- and came to America in 1855. He lived in Richmond

from 1866 to 1901. Simon was a prominent clothing
merchant and kept a shop at 714 Main.l Simon and
his wife, Theresa, had four children: Jonas,
Harry, Arthur, Alma.2 Samuel Fox (1843-1917),
Simon's brother, was only twelve years old when
he came to America with his brother. They worked
on a farm near Winchester, Indiana, before coming
to Richmond following the Civil War. Sam ran a
clothing store at 624 Main. He retired in 1899.3

Solomon Fox worked for Simon and Sam for
two years before opening his own hat shop at
628 Main.4 Solomon Fox apparently married twice
and had seven children. Solomon's first wife,
Rosa, died in 1885 at the age of ﬁEi%;aﬁm.m
Anna, Solomon's second wife (1843-1909), came to
Richmond from London, England, in 1877.6 Solomon
Fox's oldest child, George, was given the family
business in 1912 when Solomon retired. Solomon
died in December, 1922, and was buried in
Indianapolis. 7

George Fox was born on November 26, 1865
and came to Richmond with his family in 1871. He
attended the Old First Ward School and in 1907
became a partner in the hat business which in 1930
he moved to a new location: 706 Main. George
married Millie Spiesberger of Keokuk, Iowa. They
had one son, Alvin. Millie helped organize the
Richmond (Jewish) Sisterhood in 1919. George was
an active member of the Richmond Jewish Congre-
gation, Rotary Club, Elks and Masonic Lodges, as
well as President of the city's ‘Sinking Fund Com-
mission and Director of the State Clothiers Associa-
tion. George Fox's success in the business and
social world of Richmond, Indiana, made the Fox's
the leading Jewish family of Richmond during the
first two decades of the twentieth century. He
died in March, 1840, in Los Angeles, where he had
moved several years earlier upon his retirement.8




Alvin Fox (1895-1939) was born in Richmond,
Indiana, and lived there until 1936. At the turn of
the century the Fox's were probably the only )
three-generation Jewish family in Richmond. His
father, George, made him a partner in the hat
business in 1919 and he later worked as the
manager of Richman Brothers, the successor to
the Fox store. Alvin's wife, Claudine, participated
in the Sisterhood. Alvin was an active member of
the congregation, the Kiwanis, and the Elks Lodge.
Alvin and Claudine Fox had two daughters, Jean
and Adele.?

In addition to the Fox Family, there were
probably at least a half a dozen other Jewish fami-
lies in Richmond in 1900. ,Ho Solomon Frankel and
his gentile wife, Lizzie, moved to Richmond in 1898
and operated the Model Clothing OoB@mﬁ% (1910).
They never affiliated with the congregation. The
life of their son Harry (1888-1948) is one of the
most colorful chapters in local history. Best re-
membered as "Singin' Sam, the Barbasol Man,"
Harry Frankel sang the shaving company's theme
song for seven years: "No Brush, No Lather, No
Rub-in." In the early 1930s Harry Frankel was
one of the most popular radio entertainers in
America and later did advertising work for
Coca-Cola. 1l

The Fivel-Saffer-Jaffe Clan

East European Jews did not settle in Richmond

until after the turn of the century. In 1881 large
numbers of Jews from Russia, Lithuania, and other
Baltic states began immigrating to the United States
to escape persecution and poverty. Unlike the
German Jews who had come to America forty years
earlier, these East European Jews tended to remain
in large cities along the Eastern seaboard where
many found a thriving Yiddish culture and
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employment, particularly in the clothing industry.
The strong German ethnic character of the Cincin-
nati Jewish community may have been a factor in
discouraging Eastern European J ewish settlement
in the tri-state area.

Eventually a handful of East European Jews
found their way to Richmond, usually in search of
work or a business opportunity. Their settlement
was characterized by chain migrations. The ma-
jority went into the retail clothing business, open-
ing modest stores on Main Street. In time, scrap
metal yards also replaced the "junk carts" of the
Jewish peddlers in the region.

The first of these family networks to
establish themselves in Richmond were the Fivel,
Saffer, and Jaffe families.12 Morris Fivelowitz
(later shortened to Fivel) arrived in Richmond
before 1905 with Solomon Saffer, who was both his
cousin and brother-in-law. Sam Jaffe, Fivelowitz's
brother, followed in 1905. Jaffe used his mother's
maiden name for his surname. These early twen-
tieth century Jewish families were secularistic and
did not participate in the congregation or Sister-
hood after they were organized following World
War I. However, many of their children who were
born and raised in Richmond became active members
of the community in their adult years. The need of
small town Jews to affiliate proved greater than 0Old
World dissatisfactions with the synagogue and
organized religion.

Morris Fivelowitz (1872-1965) was born in
Lokni, Lithuania, to Abraham Fivelowitz (d.1887),
a grocer, and Toby Bayle Jaffe (d. July 2, 1926).
He came to the United States by way of Scotland,
where he married Minnie Saffer (d. March, 1945).
Their first child, Abe Elijah Fivel, was born in
Dundee, Scotland, in 1896. They also had two
daughters, both of whom were born in Richmond
and later moved with their husbands to India-
napolis: Goldie (nee Fivel) Adelman (1904-1931)
and Lena Sarah (nee Fivel) Frankowitz (1905-1934).
Abe Fivel remained in Richmond where he ran army




and shoe stores. He married Freda Brown in
March, 1926.

Solomon Saffer, one of the best known junk
dealers in the Richmond of his day, settled in
Richmond with his wife, Esther, at approximately
the same time as Morris Fivelowitz. The Saffers
had five children: Mendle, Benjamin, Samuel,
Minnie, and Goldie. Benjamin (1899-1935) and
Mendle, who was born in Richmond, later ran the
King's Men Shop in Richmond.l3 Mendle Saffer
had joined the Richmond Jewish congregation by
1930 although he never considered himself to be a
religious person. Later, he was one of the original
members of the local B'nai B'rith.

Morris Fivelowitz's younger brother, Sam
Jaffe (1886-1951), settled in Richmond in 1905 after
several years of job hunting in the Midwest. Jaffe
left his native Lithuania in 1901 and sailed to the
United States from Bremen on the "Fredrick der
Grosse." He first lived in Brooklyn with his mater-
nal grandparents, where he worked for a butcher,
but soon decided to join his brother Morris and
cousin Solomon-in Richmond. Because he could not
find employment in Richmond, he went to Cincinnati
where he again worked for a butcher, and later to
Sidney, Ohio. In Sidney, Sam was employed by a
Jewish scrap dealer, Jacob Sallman, and was able
to save enough money to buy a horse and wagon.
In 1905, Sam peddled his way back to Richmond
and soon opened a scrapyard of his own at the
corner of Third and Main. In 1927 the yard was
moved to Fort Wayne Avenue. A building where
the old Pilot motor car was made housed the new
operation. Jaffe had bought the building with
Ben Berman, who later became active in the Jewish
community, and another partner. Jaffe opened a
coal yard in 1933.14

- Sam Jaffe married Eva Mann (1885-1967), a
granddaughter of Osher Osherwitz, whose son
Oscar founded the Osherwitz Company (kosher
delicatessan meats), on December 19, 1909, in
Cincinnati. They had eight children: Lena,
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Florence, Abe, Charlotte, Marion, Esther, Charles,
and Abraham, who died as an infant. Lena (b. 1910),
their first child, married and had her first child
in Richmond. Florence (b. 1913) has remained in
Richmond her entire life and with her husband,
Sam Lichtman, who was born in Russia and came to
Richmond in 1944, reared two children: Suzanne
and Irwin. Abe Jaffe was born in Richmond on
April 13, 1916. Abe, confined to a wheelchair for
his entire life after an early bout with polio, married
Ruth Ben'Ary in 1949. They ran the Lamp-Mart in
Richmond until 1963. Ruth Ben'Ary, also a peolio
victim, authored two books: Touch Typing in Ten
Lessons (1943) and Prelude to Love (1945),a novel
which has been translated into several foreign
languages.15 Sam and Eva's fourth and fifth chil-
dren, Charlotte (b. 1919) and Marion (b. 1922),
both married and moved out of town. Esther Jaffe
(b. 1924) married Irv Yessenow of Lima, Ohio,
whose sister, Betty, also married a Richmond Jew,
Marvin Goldenberg. The youngest Jaffe, Charles
(b. 1927), ran the family scrap business after his
father retired in 1951. All three of the Jaffe chil-
dren who remained in Richmond (Florence, Abe,
and Charles) joined the Richmond Jewish Congre-
gation, and along with their spouses, have made
valuable contributions to the life of Richmond's
Jewish community.

The large Fivel-Saffer-Jaffe family network
often socialized together. Among the friends invited
to their respective homes were Abraham and Fannie
Harsh who lived at 100 South Third. Harsh owned

and operated the Tiger Coal and Supply Company

by 1907. Twelve years later, after the congrega-
tion had been formed, Harsh donated a Sefer Torah
to the Richmond Jewish Congregation. The scroll
is now one of three housed at Beth Boruk in Rich-
mond. The original Torah cover with Harsh's
Hebrew name embroidered on it has also been
preserved by the congregation.




Sam and Hannah Fred

The same year that Abraham Harsh opened
the Tiger Coal and Supply Company (1907), another
Jewish newcomer to Richmond, Sam Fred, opened
the modest $10.00 Clothing Store at 710 Main. Fred
represented a new type of Jew for Richmond. He
was a political activist and deeply concerned about
the condition of Judaism in Richmond. Together
with his wife, Hannah, Fred eventually organized a
Jewish community in Richmond and helped to esta-
blish communal patterns which are still discernable.
His abilities as an organizer, fund raiser, and moral
spokesman had a definite and positive impact on the
Jews of Richmond, Indiana. Hannah was an active
member and officer of the Sisterhood. She pointed
out the need to organize a Jewish religious school
in Richmond and reminded the women of the commu-
nity of the importance of keeping the Jewish Sab-
bath. The Freds had one child, Mark, who was
among the first of local Jewish students to attend
Earlham College.

When Sam Fred died on February 9, 1932, the
Richmond Jewish Congregation sent a generous
donation in his memory to the Hebrew Union College
in OFO&EN;&.E The general community also
mourned his passing. On February 10, 1932, the
top editorial of Palladium Item took note of Fred's
passing and life-long efforts "to promote the wel-
fare of the community along sound and substantial
lines."17 Fred's work included the building of the
Townsend branch of the Y.M.C.A., the organizing
of the Welfare Fund (parent organization of the
OOBEEH#M Fund) and the Richmond Social Service
Bureau.l® On February 28, 1932, the Richmond
Inter-Racial Council conducted memorial services
for Sam Fred at which numerous local dignitaries
spoke. Henry U. Johnson, Sr. pointed out that .
"he religiously clung to the faith of his fathers and
followed the precepts of that faith in his daily
walk. . . . He founded the organization of the
Jewish church here."19 It is more than evident
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that the first important architect of the Richmond
Jewish community was a broadminded social leader
in the general community.

The Vigran Family

Harry Vigran (1887-1980) maintained that
Sam Fred came from the same village in Lithuania
as his own father and mother, Alex (Eliokum)
Vigransky (1859-1928) and Aggie Salaway Vigransky
(1857-1926). Perhaps it was Sam Fred's modest
success in business in Richmond that recommended
that location to several of Harry's brothers and
sisters as a place to settle. Sam Vigran, the first
of the family to come to Richmond, arrived in town
in 1913. Within a decade the Vigrans became the
leading Jewish family of the community and have
remained so ever since.

Four days after his father's death on Janu-
ary 30, 1928, Nathan Vigran, a brother of Sam,
prepared a family tree. He suggested that one
branch extended back to the migration of Jews
from Spain to Poland during the fifteenth cen-
tury.20 The Vigran family settled in Lithuania
near the city of Suwalki in a territory that has
been hotly contested by Lithuania, Poland, and
Russia for centuries.

Zalmen (1817-1897) and Gutel (1819-1884)
Charongitsky came from the villages of Charongis
and Lazdijai in Lithuania. They settled in Wigrans,
six miles from Lazdijai, where their son Isaac was
born. Taking the name of his village for his own,
Isaac Wigransky (1835-1913) married Gutel Lisch-
koff (1839-1894) of Lazdijai, the daughter of Moses
(1805-1878) and Fraide (1804-1877) Lischkoff. :
Isaac and Gutel Wigransky had eight children: Alex,
Bessie, Wolf, Max, Rosie, Julius, Lillie, and Fannie.
Isaac supported his large family by dealing in tim-
ber. In 1882 he decided to go to America. The

14




following year he was joined by two sons, Wolf and
Max, and in 1883, Alex also decided to leave
Europe. The ancestors of the Vigrans, therefore,
were among the earliest of the East European Jews
to come to America following the assassination of
Czar Alexander II in 1881 and the subsequent
wave of anti-Jewish riots (pogroms) which swept
Russia.. . .

When Alex Vigransky arrived in the United
States, he was twenty-four years old. His wife,
Aggie, remained in Lithuania for more than a year
with their first child, Moses (b. 1883), until she
was able to join her husband in Cincinnati in 1885.
Aggie, the daughter of Hirschel (1811-1886) and
Chisie (1810-1887) Salawachic, was born in
Lazdijai. Her paternal grandparents, Abraham
(b. 1775) and Chisie (b. 1775) Salawachic, as well
as her maternal grandparents, Isser (b. 1787) and
Fanny (b. 1785) Zeff, all lived in that same village
in Lithuania. Aggie had eight more children with
Alex after she arrived in Cincinnati: Isadore,
Harry, Sam, Ben, Nathan, Gertrude, Sol, and
Jessie. The children shortened their family name
to Vigran. Harry, Sam, Ben, Nathan, and Jessie
eventually settled in Richmond, Indiana. Isadore
moved to Connersville and the remaining four
stayed in Cincinnati. The large family struggled
to make ends meet. They frequently changed
residences. In 1895 they found a place on Carlisle
Avenue in the Queen City. Isaac Wigransky and
Alex Vigransky eventually launched a real estate
business, later continued by Moses Vigran, after
years of struggling as peddlers.

Sam Vigran was the first member of the
family to move to Richmond. He was born on
February 8, 1889 on Sixth Street in Cincinnati
and received his education in the public schools
there. Sam married Bessie Rubinow of Covington,
Kentucky, in 1909. Four years later, they had
their first child, Constance Jean. That yvear (1913)
the Vigrans moved to Richmond, and Sam opened
a jewelry, sporting goods, and luggage store. A
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second child, Irwin Myron, was born in Richmond
in 1916. Sam was very active in Richmond sports.
"During the season of 1915," the Richmond Item
reported, "he managed the Richmond baseball
team. . . . In 1916 he owned and managed the
Vigrans, champions of the Saturday Afternoon
League, and 1917-19 was president of the league
which prospered under his direction."?l Sam was
also interested in boys' work and welfare, particu-
larly scouting. He joined the Richmond Congrega-
tion and later served as its President in 1932-33.
Bessie was a member of the Richmond Sisterhood
and held office for the first time as a V